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—r.. “ ^H tjie jpb ztf ^at• Laird afert^d t$ 

; lSk -1 *A Fi intemgerice bo'ardi 

•JHlpfl: ^•FnnRlB•: J - a -Ptominent citizens 
•^*S&41p ~S$‘ *l : " *j; V-Kw-Mj • |j-outside tine government re- 

J tj* *' 4 ;:. V' ’.’ • ’• • v, sponsibleioradviSingthe pres^ 

‘ E^fcAiileXkl Went about the foreign policy 
iPfll iifllllNFirV iiihplicatiohs of'activities of the 

r :: j C& and Other intelligence 

- ‘ . • Jiage'ncies. " • ••* 

’ K ; AarHi D/icf* IV W the P^t the board; has 
^UyGrlli I UJl v jbeeh relatively inactive,, Odea-? 

. . • :pipiigliy,:tipw6ve^ ? board-iiiefti- 

■~ 3y-RICHARDiBRADEE . bers have been givenaccess to 

nenm-mm^ i SSSSS^SK? 

■ ^as^rngtofli D.C. V-jvfel'viri '-^CainF"a ftid KissftSgcr=6rrh 
Laird 1 isv.fche subject of a ne^v ^ ere at odds while Laird was? 
FBI investigation because 'm * * ’• ’' •'' " ' -*' t , 

h^s agrepd to 'se|ve^^^OT^ ^defense ..secretary and Kissing 
bS‘ pf the pre^ent:S_ Eprejdn : - g U ^ former president Ni|-j 

■floSse.repprtedTuesaa y ._' ;• lg§S2Sorl 


:State.Hepry.Kissinger. . 

The. spokesman: quotecf Fojci* 
'^s. .saying that h$ has-tol&Kis- 
;Singer 'that..he can st^y on as 
-secreta^-ot:stat^‘4sTong;aph6- 

wanti. V '; •”», 

* fiaird/was on vacation and ! 
could np^ be refched tPc 'com-j 

men! . '• • ' j 

B ** 4 " se&etai^y :tbldiepprtMS,j 
are doing: an update *iri $ 
eCapse; he has-Agreed;to.: 
on a.nohpaying advisory,] 

v •. * • : v\ 

‘White. House-ldentifiedf 
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* j -Sentinelfoasliington Bureau- 

'Lairdi is -the •suhje.ct of a new* 
j; •$§£ :inye'stigatipn because; jig * * ‘ 
rhas> agreed' to.• s.eirv'e. .as.-a iripnrf. • 
iberi of .the president’s'Bprbi^h- t 
; : intelligence, '^dvisiory Board, ' /. • 
•Laird’s office' 'arid/thet Wfiitfe - 
: '•HphsftTfep'prt#'4^esilayi.■' ‘ "'.V. • : 

! '/£. White. Hpuse. spokesman 

: -denied published reports’ tfiai 
! ^resident Forg. Jpljans tomamb 
•Laird* $o’replace Secretary 6i 
Stafe:He^y/-Kis'singer.*..' / • ;• 

tjjhe sppkesman-qpbted'Ford 

hyving that helia's tbldvKis- ' '• . 
- ger t^bat he dan'stay on a : s 
r cretar y of stateas.iong.ashe. 
wants. ^ •’.; . */ 

Laifd^was on yacation and 
. .couIdiaiOit be reached'fbl^com-'. 
-’iment "? * 

: His Secretary told reporters,- * • 

r u They, are doing an update oh, r ; 
j-him ^epause he •has'..Agreed' to. ’*■ 

' ;perye'6nua-.ndnpaylhg adyjsory 
‘ ;bb9rdi ,v " .. \ !*. ’ ”• > *• , 

, i-jxe White -House identified'. 

^ ; Turfijip i$<ig&j3;;Goji-'p >y. 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


f- Prtr Arlt/rcrm/ - I 
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: « I defense' .secretary and Kissin-| .electidn; Republican Ronald 

< l * IfP’P.fr was>.frtrfh‘#»r PraciHanf' xrw? -Li. . _ .. _ . 




r ih'. 1 '/.. ir*;.- ... ■ T • «':«?*• **?-■ ! «zea Kissinger s agreement 

j Board Post .• •; r^^S(jyiet:w®R» t . v:::,: 

^Gpnt}nu^df:WTn.iPqge 1- y" .— : ■ 

'the job that Laird agreed .to] 
takeO.as intelligence :b o arcd, j 
|jBr group, pf :prbmineht;cciti 2 iens 
>putsjd^..th:e gdverhinent :re^ 

i^pon^ibl? dprihdwsih&thejpresr . ] s\ 0 

rjdeiit about tjie Jbteign policy / j Jj/JfA 

’miplications.qf activitiesi'of:the fJ/ L 

JCJA .and o^hi^ ’inteiligehce ^ 

■agencies,. • ; .• / - 

ih-;th e v past the board his 
been'/relativeiyinactive.Occa- 
sipnally, however,- hbardmenv 
-.bejs have bee^ given access to ; 

'highly . classified' information 
about proppsedpiA ventures. - 

:* 'iiair^ g jrd;'Kissinger often 
•%ej*e.. kt'pddl'Hyhjie ’Lgjrd; was!_ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Author; 


vyuu: anti iucjj. ( ww . *“***-*v>** jv*** : 

marriage, ;and later to Omaha,!! term two .'years later. 
returning tb- ^larshfielft &i 1925. j > 

■ .&?' fcWjf Iff attended j, He se rved.on the Senate labor 
pubhc: .school and ;3Wi?r±igh Und; managepeitf -'Committee, 

-INMSW. $?®l-the veterans?- affairs committee 
Marshjieid^eniorffighiSchool.m j the joiilt committee to 
>1940, fle. y^'^P^rv^.C^rletpn;reorganize, the *epartmeh{; 'of 
**». . M^P-’litaxatierti the- state- eduhattoflah 

?i w -l e F e ; “ e majored m ^PQliticaJ'. compifsis'pn, and as. secretary 
j science and -economics an* the .'Senate Republican, caucus, 
received h?s & B. degree with during his first term. " ? 
.hrs class /^though ..ifefe Elected . with Gov. Walter 

^was..already in service then, . Gcoaianci. he direoted legislative 
I *' '• * * -ijpois activity -for G'ov. Oscar' 

Tit 1942 he .entered the XT. -S’; Senh^dhTti ^ndfor Govy Walter 
Navy liimjer the' V-12 college #, JCofjler Jr*; 4 and'served od.the 
( tpainuig.:P?ogram ? from ayhi'ch jdplnt Finance Committee fend 
• he.|fadilgt^ :'at; -St. v Mary's 1 Joint Legislative GJpppciU a 

f jileg i, r Winon^y Minm r ig‘ 1943,. ’JhW 1?52> when Rep., iieid 
epfplied 4pJ:- 'the* -Mmrfey • :(tf the S.p v e At.h: 
idshfomahrs scftpol : at fcjie; Q District 

ENaval Supply and Disburse ment, considered 1 , retirement;, Laird 


aRCHED..^££|NDEXED- 

RlftUZED...^..FILED. 
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[made 'plaps to> Tjiri for .the 7 
• fdistrict seat Ja‘ Congress,, and 
f ]twc Weeks after Muft-ay’s A ath- 
fonvApril 29 pf^thaf. 'jfeari-'fe 
:: announced his candidacy.. 

s i . * 

•Again he won' the Republican 
nomipetidn by‘ an overwhelming: 
iinargiii-• this tifte' defeating; 
Malcolm- Eosholt of ’ Portage- 
j County; apd went oh to win the 
general election.- in -November 
;With .the largest vote 'total, in* 
district history ipore than.! 
95,000 to less* than ;36;0ri0 for his 
/Democratic. opponent, Ernest 

fKluck; ' ;. 

-At 30 ope «of the youngest of:| 
congressmen,, -rose-‘rapidly in- 1 
the councils of‘his. party-, being; 
placed , pri; the powerful' ina 
imp ictant House Apprqpriati insj 
®on nftttee early . .-in;-' : J $s: 
congressional career^ 

} % was elected; to^iiinth term 
4b the House last month and was 
iexpeptetf .tp’play a. major part in*; 
{legislative leadership; ip the/new’ 
iadiftinistratioBi. . - 4 ‘ : ‘ : • 

'•• %- ?• ,;••• 

A? chairman- *of vtlie House'- 
Republican Conference. and 
^nember of ;tjie Republican 


II 



- A vet^rgh r of'eight,terihs -in-the.; 
Ov S. House qf Representatives, \ 
;§cfVWg. the’ 1& .CQuntie^ -pf the ( 
;Sevphth' Wisconsin District, j 
7ely|?l< kwQ lies* long iteq&j 
idely: . reppgni?ed ; is. :jh.| 
L^itsta^ig|: youpg - national | 
Iteadeji. ■ ^’‘’ x ' V i 

i He is;. 'currently .$hairfpaii- : 
Nhe- Souse 1 b Re'p-ublica n • 
^Confereiifie, one .of' the tdp j: 
[leadership positions in .the G0P ; J: 



undisputed . an# L. •p^e^B'a-frs 
«p^u'alled;ih either'party,- 
•Hi has, Served orr vhfe party 
plai forni ■committees,. ]jotl^ ; at 


‘ {Coordinating. Committee-, ' Ite 
has been one of -his .park’s -chief 
strategists; ^ - 

. Opd' . testimonial '} : ib- his:, 
^capability wa£. V‘ypiped: /. ? hy l 
Peg sidenfv T3isehhpwir7 seyerii| 
ye'«j *s: ggo when he named iairdt 
ips ope .of the lO mehih'.Amfepi^ 
jbes '.qualified ' "toy serve" as 
[president of the: United States:./ 


Repiihli^hijieV first 'cfiairedSa- 
Rational * ■•cpnyO'ntiqn ‘-. ^platfbrmr 
^eujjcpmtpittee/V -in ' 1952., was. 
(-.ppmed'vice; chamxpan>:pf the. full- 
'Comrnittee’'iii i960, and chairman; 

vtoifak* * 


Healihg'^itH; the- -foreign ’-'353' 
military problems of the: United 
States.. ? 

I ★ * 4r : i> 
Laiij&S' interest in domestic 
•problems, has been heightened 
by his. qlose involvement with 
the dqmesti'c. crises'of America 
due ito, his position as; ranking' 
•jnjhqfity member of the House 
Appropriations subcommittee on 
•labor,' health, education and 
welfares,- - ■ 

This committee determines: 
fjnajicing of such major 
.programs', as they anti-poYerty 
-program,, the elbnientary and 
secondary- education program 
and aid to. the states, for public, 
hs-sis ta.mc.e-, Since his 
‘appdlntmepfc to that important 
Subcommittee, Laird has 
become identified as. a major 
contributor-'to the hationTs health 
and welfare. He* has supported 
such -agencies and: activities as 
,;the National Ihstitutesyof Health 
‘and fbstdr^d'.priYdtp: as wdll as 
public • -efforts; , in ‘'medical 
research, ' 1 . . V. 

i. . -k • ‘'f • 

As iJiigh- ranking memfcpr of' 

\ the\£)^hsp.-SdBcdminittee',.Laic$| 
5, -tithe yand : ' avg^a im 


Laird was. -the youhgestj 
congressman inyH'!. §> histony w : 
:|b.e selected'-for that imporvhnt^ 
>c6mi|ittee assignment. By'^he- 
^begiimihg: of the :S0& Goiigressj 
’(*1967); at the age Qf ; 44, Lhirdj 
had become the. only mbmher of ( 
the HEW Subcommittee whbvjidd 
served on* that, committee -since 
lithe-' department had been 
^created. . . ‘ . 

Laird is the recipient' of 
numerous awards-, citations, and 
^piiprhry degrees. Alhong them 
4s 'die ‘coveted 15th Annual 
Albert Lasker Medical- Research 
.Ai^rd'. This award: constitutes 
the]/ highest recognition 1 for 


; . l.dempfisWated 3ds insight -into* 

Sin'c.e ig6fhehasplayed;a.key -military strategy. There are 


bole' • ;dh;j the. •R;er.p;U ‘b , l i c. am* 
.Coordinating .^ominittec^ which 
;!is". • party’s . hig h-e-s t 

-policymai >Ag; body-. Lajrd is 
j-i^qgnfeeq •-as the .original- 


Scores of examples of- his 
leadership- in national security 
matters. It was. his amendment 
several y.eurs ogo-thatincreased 
{ the. funding: for the Polaris 


propbaent dt •this, coiiiftiittee j submarine program- over - and 



binding up-tjie^party’s Wounds '|?to haye/.jf larger number of 
.':aiidtre§staljiis|mig^party -linityv jRblatis -missile submarines on 
^n . authpr. and' editor in ! station at ah .earlier . date than 
isflditio'h '.id Ms .many other ; would otherwise have bedn- the 
'•activities'^ -Lairdfs-' third and casey 
' most . ambiupus book-". ts* j. His 
Republican Papers. It is a | Defense 
cpmpdatipn of 29 . papers .by 


distinguished academics and 
Members . of * Congress on the- 
majpr ‘domegtic .problems: :ot 
contempp^ar^ America. 

S Was; also edit6r in 1984 of 

Conservative ’Paper|. 

ar volume dealing.Aoth 
..domestic and ifo^igri 
fproblernsj He.; Was; authpf.;, in 
1962, ojf'A House Divided: 
Americas Strategy Gap, A book 


t yro subcommittees, 
and tabor, Health,.'. 
’Education, and Welfare .account 
for b'U.-dge.t -appropriations 
totaling more thaii. two-thirds of 
.theyjentife United States- budget 
Oaclfeyear.. When first appoin?^d' 
to-tlje Appropriations-Commit ee 
ill '1953; the then 30-y©ar-oid' 


•prdmbtibh 1 of medical researchJ 
The -hohorariurif received?' by] 
Laird for dping.more to promote 
our hation!s health. than 5 -any: 
other .public: off icial Was donated; 
•by the Congressman, to: medical 
.research activities in Wisconsin.' 

■*\ • %■ ' t-' ‘ ’’ . 

Another cpyeted: awhrd which: 
Laird received • in> :fhe 90th 
Congress was- .the-'.Sisiinguished 
JSeryiee Award, of the. .Americah' 
•Political Science Associatiqii- f- 
anvbrganizatioh that-bpasts.more 
than 13,000 academic members 
I'from college's >and : 'Univemties 
across, the country. /In. msjjing 
the award, the Association Jjted' 

;<La®. as “a * 'forthrightiffhnd: 
.peE^terii advocate, ^h, o s v b? 
iiitellectuar. -courage and ability; 
have: 'consistently enfightened; 

and enlivened 1 public discussion; 
of the important issues' facingj 
‘the hatipn. ,r V " ”5 ” 'i 

•Lgird has mot., 
'distinguished hipiself as a! 
national figure but has also j 
Aiyiaj^ed' an impressive: record; 
in his home state of' Wisconsin; *• 
vfie-ha^ been 4-.firm belidyer iiiJ 
the '‘/gcass. rpofs.^ approacir^ 
tra jelipg • .whenever. • ‘.posMble J 
. ? ba(K tp his Seyepth pistriflfc^tp ' 
discuss the various issues w : .the! 
day With his/cqnstituehfs^. *’• P 5 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


The father of the- nation!* For a hm. the sena or andr 
ihcomirig- secretary o£ defense , f.astor^e taught jural |choolf 
was' 'Marshfield’s first ' state ¥:J.%>** * ' 
senator, a position.his famed soh: Barry.Higt):S. hool.. 

y/& destined%ta - achieve - befor.e> W® ; 

becoming Marshfield’?- first : at.P^ceton ; University- p vinityj 
repftentative in Congress. 1 V School and was; a graduate-; 

. Melvjh R.. Laird. student‘•'at -the; 'yniversities 

lumberman ahdfQrmer 'pastodi/ ^scqnsint and Chicago* His] 
served in -the. •Wisfeohs&'iiBper?-Doctof.-qf Divinity degree was! 
house :^s-the senator irom the ^conferred- -f>y Jajnes Milijfcgnj 
24th District,. Which "their} ;Uniyefi?ity iii ©acatur, fli*. ! 
included Wood, • Clark and:* .Lair'd', entered! upon hisj 

Taylor Counties, froni 'l94i -until' ministerial- career ' at the! 
his. death Maych is, 1946. / ;^rjm.(phprqh :th. ; Pr^irfe, 

•Prior tp ; serving;, in the : "d^ in 1 1907.l9li he came;; 
Wisconsin^ Legislature, :the’ j'to - Marshfieftd as-pastor pf- the i 

T j oA n <TA4!«;p. ''TtHraf' :Pn<icKvl , ori8n Unfr I 


-imm 


sshm 

•••V;*-- : r : f- ■•v’: 


' I 'Coi}4ge; i pf esby.ferian 1 

'■ . ] I'^ance as its Chhpjaih, serviiig ] 

I' : -r j 1 

||||: : homein^ Marshfield during her 

; maa ibg /Qie ^ihistic^hfov" il, 

,s Melvin R. Lair^ Sr. *. J lSIft ;'. ‘ 

n, -. .i . . _ ’ *.■ ; SK3p..-the War Laird Sfecamfc 

5hperv, ? 0? ?r # fhe ; Westminster. 

Marslifieldjs Seventh Warrior ^b^eman,'Church iii Omaha, 

12 year?, . ;. _ ‘ ■ !$$&**:#hdre'ithe' tew. se'cteteiar 

v He was horn, on :» farih: at: r——— ---' 

Griggsyilie,',- fiiv,.. ■ hV_ 'WB^r 
attending; rural- ’ school? And* 
graduating' from Grlggsyule 
Hugh, School; He .xedeived. -tasj 
r M&\ degree*; ’ irpin* ‘/Illinois^ 

I .G&ile'ge : at. JacAspnviji'e.V * M 
W •• *. r * ‘ 'W *. - J 


’ Melvin Ri tair^ Sr- 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


10 

NEWS-HERALD 
MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN 

Date: 12/9/68 


Editor: EDWARD W. HELLET- 
Title: MELVIN R. LAIRI 


Character: 

Classification: l5l— / ~ 

Submitting Office: MT£WATJKE/E 
I | Being Investigated 


.ARCHED.INDEXED. 

.RIALIZED.;.^LED. 

JA:*J 0 

FBI —MILWAUKEE .yA. 


MI ONLY 


irtwv>.7r,^,;'2 
























;b£ defense 4 waaTborh ~ih : ' "the 1 ' 
Presbyterian Manse bn- Sept. 1, 
U922,.;the third of four sons.'* 

; ill Ni9?5' the; Key. Mr. Laird- 
.gaae .lip iiis, niiniiteriat post in 
Oi^hatQ return wi(Ji his family; 
: to/:ffiarsh field' .and -enter the 
Iumher^business with :his- father' 
•iii?law>' W. v £ti GprCnbr., a- former 
-lieutenjanfc* •. : g;6 rio r . of 
•Wiscfirfsifr. 1 • • • • • .; 

■He- found- tinted howbyer,. - : to; 
^continue -to .serve, as. a 
‘.ciergy&an, frequently assuming' 
dutiei of'supply -pastor .here :ahd- 
% iSieveiis; ¥pinty..;Arpm, hrid: 
pthep--coihmuhifles.r- l.i ' ‘ V • 
* *;■* . *•; 
.’activeKeanippigner for, Jus* 
? fatber When lie-'soughf the state 
'senate office vacated: !)^ Sen. 
'Waiter %: '&m> pt ■ .WeiUsynie,. 
)whp- iyas* not .a ‘candidate for 
jreejectibh in 1940, was his sori, 
fMeljm-JEit^usfc turned 18 .at the.; 
j time; f . 

| The senior Laird was the sixth' 

, Wood fibimtjr resident to serve 
•in. the State Senate. His 
; predecessors, all frpip.Wisconsin 
;Rapids,.(or -the eacifor. Qrandi 
Rapids-)}. were. Charles- fife. Webb, 
Thomas. B, Scotia Herman OL. 
Wippermah*,. • Theodore W\ : 
Brazeau^and Isaac Witter. 

John Wyngaard, veteran 
statehouse. correspond'ent .whose 
column ' appears 'daily in. the ' 
J N e.-w's -rHve^r ;a l-d> -had* .-this, 
dbseilvatibh. .to- make about :the> 
senator from ’ Marshfield in. 
.June't 1943: * ; .X . 

v “0nepf the members jif the 
lipperjiQuse •*>.. who ha?;Tpade a; 


: strong impression fey reason of 
:his earnestness, capacity for 
'Wbrk - ‘ and. study,; an d 
temperament, and a man ivho. 
has won the universal: respect o{ 
his cpljeagues is :fifojvm Lairfe of 
.Marshfield; y * 

‘‘Never ■&'; -narrow partisan,, 
arid- yet. a-' man who has 
effectively represented the 
^Republican* • point of. viey? in 
legislative: activities, this year, 
Laird has a x foh-. background of 
professional’ work, a broad and 
•thoughtful interest in. public.- 
affairs,, a -quiet .dignity and an. 
leffebtiye speaking, -style - Which 
•pughfc ! to. put hihi; in the forefront 
.of afty * .fist . of v potential 
candidates for die governorship. 

' ir ★ ' ★ • 

“There js now no hint that, 
'such; a notion ever entered .his 
'head, but. i£ the Republican 
organization ..is v §-ex? io.usjy 
engaged .id* examining the field 
qf possibilities, ,ftg caniiot escape 
Serious arid favorable notice,’* 
Laird had 'the distinction of 
bei pg. the Qnly.ciepgyman in the 
State Senate,, where, he became 
chairman of. -the Committed :On- 
Agricultiire and Labors, a 
hiember of- the. Committee ubn 
.Legislative ' procedures, arid 
chairman'' and member of 
'‘important, .interim .committees. - 
The 58-yearfold senator had 
Been a- patient at Rochester, 
■iviirm.,. for .two, weeks before! his 
•'death.. He. had undergone 
surgery; eight, days -before' d^ath 
: cl aimed one - of • Marshfield's 
most distinguished citizepsi . 
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WISCONSIN RAPIipS 
Fprma? -State -Sen. John Potter • 
;pf Wisconsin ’ Rapids emerged 
•today as a • -possible candidate 
dor. Congress ..should Rep. Met* 
tyiix Laird/resign to become^secr • 
rotary of [defense. . ;* . 

Potter,, who served in- the 
•Senate from -1960-64,..‘said'- he‘bads 
’jeacjied np. -decMonpir whether 
lie would seek/the congressional 
seat hei'd-by his Republican col¬ 
league. V • v‘. % ' 

Seyeraj .newspapers ‘ reported 
;that Lattd wa^. expected to be 
flapped . @y Rresident-eiect^ich- 
*ard‘ % ^Nixon for -the defense: 

. tbe \ .i* Pbtter * $aid; 

: ( -catches me .by surprise'.. This, 
has cdrii^ so fast. I think it’s/ 
-improper for me to even - talk' 
about ifc ‘until a decision is 
•ma<Je;.” • / -. f -* • 

Pottery •4^year r old.’ attorney, 
'^escribed Jiimiself as a “Laird: 
Republican.’’, Laird’s 7th, 'i>i& 
triot iscGmposed of 15 central; 
aQq'nprttierh couiities. A 
'™to.*#ate la\ 7 , Gov. Warren 
J-E.. Snowies could; call* a special 1 
i ele^on :should- Laird resign. 
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I i t L t, 


|. By ROWLAND EVANS 1 : ‘tNfe iiberaf Democrats iis 
f ■ and ROBERT NOVAK . ;S^nate woulif m'ajc| >ig: life] 

I WASHINGTON - Rjp. Melyirr S??® *?•/ f • bf ) 

; R. Lgird' of Wisconsin will be 'flLt ‘r« m i,lAh : *ut : '«ti»wlr*- : ' 
'secretary A defense in the Nix- 


mmMmm 

Usl wssii bs/sjs 


luwsr 

, [.military policy* 4rid. perhaps^ * ' \ *#.- i . \ - 

, tftvpnfllrfllv cfrnncr man. of .fftfett : * ...• ' f 1 


. ^eventually strong, man of the.k * V? 

J Nixon cabiijet on^ a wide .variety } 1 ' Congress, Laird 

[ of. issues: In hartteqjihs/he Willftf|?f^ s - .certamty- 

i !be a- strong force for a quickly ?oph be promoted 

' ‘ _ _ 1 i-J • __ii7_i!frnrii "R.i»rinmioari r» Smj r»*7i-c 


{! Although- -he was • '4Ar) c “ a ^ e ^ {0 ?^V;beihrSReaker 

Ifncreasingiy infliientiah adviser .. 

Itci Eresideht-eiect Nixon during Bl $ - ,a: e SP!i3ng!hg & 

ithe past campaign,. Laird was I Capitol HiUbarohy for a,cehtrat 
yo-.jseiuousiy considered fc r A- !?!.?, p . e on a , le ® s par?W *»*&> • 

SetlM"S at ‘his ■?“«??: a postponed held b V sued, 

choosing-. As fte rhost..pqW#fuT;/§l ant s ; as-_ James ;| , qr|estal,; 

■ Republican in the Hpiise, he Was *?arshajl, jaijd.. -Rpbert,; 

I fpeluctant to give, up 16 years oh *'®*w*w becomes ^ national 
| -seniority built' up hy the, ana international figure. ■ ... 

relatively early age of' 46.; Moreover, consideri'ng.Laird’s. 


UUC Ul. ^UCU. 'iiviu-j iu. u uuuijuu vi . T-TV- N^Ot*- f- 

-Washington (*wh'o 'had Xairdis. Jtiatters .siichi as -social welfare,; 
strong endorsement). *•*■'! schemes,, the- Jebuildiiig of,th6: : 
. ‘ ; ' * * *. *’ < :citfs;: lederal-state relatffins,. 

But much to. the surprise ogUjifji JgMi - and Rfepubi|caq, 

1 Nixon -insiders;. .Jackson last-- \ i 

i wedfe rejected' -the- offer ~Jv; S^M-rMaDy,- .^BjBpublican-. 

[ thereby heeding the pleas, of |^p4; |eeips similar t p 

I several Democratic senators P.^Ttecrat Jackson: . a- hard- 
: who Earned him Nixon tfortdPS?_‘ahtbCopimUni§t‘ in foreign 
i .zJA mnlinv "Riahlv rpdairHpd' hv itHp- 


.tONiJUgner aeienbe syeuuiug. 

■ Whether Jacksoft agreed with ^ping his;da£s as secretary of 
. that view or not tip did : feeM- #fensei. Benpath^ the -surface, 

! Land so -informed:-Nixon, aides ~ l ^QWfevefe $;aird/-is. considerably 
: :-c ‘ ^ :niore subtle.;^ his outlook, l 

‘;1 i. private- ‘ cdnvefs^on- L for 
iexf m|ie-, •Lajf.d' tells tie 

js. aeithfei* a,hawk ^nor p; d ^2 on 
• Vietnam^ * ^ 
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sitr^isfc. ,f As such, lie-H as long:; 
been. Anxious fop.. %te;: 
■negotiations' v ^d : /has; nclmowfc 

^ioM|pyefnm^nt in'Saigoji * -jj 1 
; * .. * ft. *•_ ^ -j'-i. 

Similarlyj. taird ‘is not about;' 
to - jgiye r mflifapy va vblarjfe; 

check, for. l\apdwh r e spending. 

;%4-,.indeed,^, mone cautipus ; ;iif 
.regard ■ thag Vtiie- Rj*£sjdept«{ I 
[elect... -Irivj ipartic^jafij y ; lie<. wil?: 

; moye.. -qftite . .sil o.w4 : $ \' 3iji 

(p6mmitfing:-fbnds;f6r ;tfi^:super ■* 
^expensiye/anti-balM -missile? 
jsy.steift .:.v7 ;| 

fconsidered*, jEaird- -ips; topghe|fc 
fCritic .on- Gapitoi;‘Hiil.-'ani) : hi| 

>most* difffcbjt- interrogator • ini 
'congressional hearingsi'Fpr hiif* 
fp'artV.Jiair4 : IJ>?!iVateiy - Pegardec 
;JtfcNamara;.. ;as ;- & >' ^rilii'an 
jsecr$ary of defense'on .jiisjfirs 
it hreq- .’years.; When? \he achreyedi 
civilSan .supremacy-' overt the-: 

Military.- v 1 "i ' . 1 - 

But Niaird felt; McNamara ) 
blundered in. insisting on a 
■com mom Air Forced Navy 
plane ip, th & T}F% ease; ‘m: 
spending; money for deploying ; 
an. ABM thin- system instead''of • rj 

less '•expensive xgsearcb' -fop a' “ 
•full*. system' . and/ ; ma/st } 
important, in . his prosecution'of * 
the Vaetnafn'WarV - - 
. As ^fhe ./iOth *|ecPdtapy ’of-. 
defense add -the. fir£f;«& eomfe ‘ 

| frorrr Congress,. Laird 'carriesno-; 
.administrative .experibnc^ into'! 
i.one of the., world's toughest; 

\ administcatiye-*, “ppsitid^s *Mt \ 

GoV. Nelson ' ftoekSfellep’ -6wh6, 
wanted? 7 the- pqsfc . himself )', 
advised Nixon- in .Palm: Springs* 

’Galif-j 'last' : .that r 
; Mc%mar a%pe adrtiigistcaf ppj 
|would: )be>aj mistake: in the; 
iPe^ragoni -today- ind i whatj : was 
fiiedfled now was: a stu'deqfand 
fpractitioner . of'-geppOlitica. .IfiL* 
{-MeS.Lairdi Nixon ^s^.e^ctiy- 
> -What. Rockefeller .recommendedi 
’ Copyright 1963 £ubUsfiers»H'aii : Sya-. 






(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Secretary 



| E> 'Hie editonal iplow was’ prepared. Sunday' 
'.$e unofficial. $tpfies>' : of Rep.; 
jPtfpiviiiselection.$$• secretary o£ defense 
•cireuteted’ ih. 'tlife'-area; aithpugh tk,vp 
,w^ feasoii to belieyp: >th^t the . announcemeiit 
jvvQiild /Break . prematurely,- • Speculation 
pgarding btBer. dabihet appointment-wilt 
fepntipue, lintilc' jRresidcntrelect; 'Nixpii incites • 
SfOfmar.iftnQiinceiiient : of his chpices : . Despite, 
i^ixpri’s-. splice up- 10 . dii$ ■ writing^ it is- no# : 
|V@taiii'/diat - the appointment-“/.as defense s 
j^ecretary- has Ibeen offered to the; Marshfield ' ! 
[lohgressman andi witlispine reluctance on his^ ; 
j$art,. accepted;* • / • : ‘ ; • 

: { '• \ \ 1 \ ' \ . ' < 
; Despite- the 1 Carefully attuned ears Of the v 
Washington press. corps, the news reports, -on-, 
tjjfesidenfcel^ -cabinet selections : are 

k|tiir couched: in speculative terms., indications 
[kit that jhesecfecy will soon; be dis^ipated .by 
I the ;iiext chief executive' hlmselfi 
\\ Currently, correspondents are- sure that 
[iSalifpmia: Lt. ' :@py. Robert F|nch,. who, has 
jjair^ady been addressed by Nixoji jn public: la§4 
j.'itsecretary^ will' head . the /department .-:o£. 
j/Health, Edupatipp and Welfare. ;C3py;‘ jphri A.-*-; 


gfon.. DfepieiE; Moytiihan* a Democrats is siig- • 

^estedus ^ecfet^ry’-jpf i&poi. . 

§• Sherev is. talk of 'Chicago banker ^avicTj 
^pnnedy as secretary of tiie treasury, gM-qi 
^Njxph’s iaw partnef, Jphn iN'. Mitchell, af w# j 
akgl form^ Atty» Gen/^rbajjBiipwhcli;. 46 tA 
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"attorney ’-general;. Gov. George Rbimiey. bf 
*aS‘ ; ;B^n; r^ntipne# -as: possible' 
Jebretary ot commerce. •*. ’ 

' 'Most -pf these meii 

,-o^ly at sorne personal 1 :$acrifi(j<^ 'In- Bip^tifcases,; 
} only in^ who. wouldhave toabiftdppifeHly 
! rpspQhsjb1^ ;pbsit|qns< to r as§jst fech'^ ! Nixofi : r 
i would be attractive.'to him, He needs competent 
f j-mpn, not .political ladder climbers. . • y / - 
Q£ the dQ?eiii cabinet jobs tp be-filled* those: 
in State, and: Defense * are most cntic§}ly Vital; 

‘ $he.-new Pr^side^cannofcatfordstpfpick 


} with confideppe. -• ;•'* y: * 4 

[ State is . a big niystery.. With Rockefeller and j 
f. Dewey ^liminatedi talk persists regarding \ 
p Douglas Dillon', who sfeiVedvin * the treasury ’ 
under Kennedy aiid Johnson and is therefore * 
suspect in some. GOP circles., (Dr/fo William 
Scranton’s assignment ito Middle 3gast ay 
preliminary to his appointment as'.suecessor :to 
f Deari Rusk? .* . V. 

f ; Who will bp. the thir4 : ih^mbe? of .the: mighty } 
!’ triumvirate , Richard, i^ixoft Witt itead? ] 
j. , pempcrat Sen-Henry Jack^Pd-pf Washington ; 

! " was prprnineiitly mentioned >ih the. sp^M'atibrl'J- 
wpekj, but the, word front £aM .Springs 

r Saturday’ w^ s - <S?n 'Nixons ; expS< ted- tp : .j 

( clean- bouse in Washington j affofd. tc ^k^ep ; ; 

Lyndon Johnsons man,. Clark Giiffcfrdj as j 
( master pf. .dje Pentagon? And jipw-;, does! 
i, Mamlifield-s'own capable Melvin Laird fit into 
i thisJgreat jigsawpi&zte? Perhaps W? shah know j 
| . the .Answers in a day or two.-. yy ? -„'y. ' j 
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M-tHfUiAl'i ' |!.pl^-T^bast^-wPlifso 

wrsmieiO/fflan - 1 ^ _m?s. m. 

&»!. „ 4 ,1 $°‘* now F fc«i tliati 

mf AmihiliW M>rf Was extremely felflctahfci 
|lu| MfiUiioOIvI ■ to '~la.ve Jiis .Seventh District• 
'• •••••" *•'" '.l ?fl'Congress, \yhereHe-w.as;; 

M- •' , h 0 ”® 9ered : by -many observer/ 

M AMSfflOm ^ancI";.e6rjiniefita£ors to ‘be the* 
! 'ttl VUlllf llCIIII „• most powerful Republican in tli§], 
> ■ ' ; House .of Representatives,’ andii 

T>A„ ■TurZhfn it L*expected to.become.an ad-i 

” /' k°f- ministratipn. leader in-legisia^ 

Richard 1 Nixon's choice' foB-t ft been rumored, .that he/ 
secretary Of defense, the iia- ha< * : 'already. declined one cabtji 
tion was told,today. •: a f p P° intmerit -. Presumably• 

. Tte 

the report was published in', shading him to accept the de.fi 
several newspapers-. The Mil- tense appointment was his back-" 
waultee .Sentinel said it -was^Srpttnd on^ .the House-Apprppplr.. 
+AM- K4,4'vi.'.;^?a«rfK4s«j Mi^i^ibns. Committee' and its de4! 
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•discussed’ \coiicerhin£ secret' 
'tariai position, App6intrnenb;;pf! 
%ord would leave the- xoa'd open 
ior • tfLaiijd’s/' ippssi(?le '’advance- 
fijieH to House QO P leaden;. 

feted #as;a critic oLahoffer- 
by president. Johiisoh in, Octor 
ber, 19&B, tp •return-jtiiS*. troops- 
from Yiefciiani if Ttpjth yietjui-. 
mese forces wer ©.similarly 
•drawn. 1 ; 

He helped urge GOP",policy 
makers tp pull, .awpy from. the; 
administrations Vietriainpolicy. 

•Durng*.-ihe- i96fc presidential; 
camp ign,-.’Laird was\ often at, 
Nixon s- side. He was./asked .then' 
if . he 1 would accept a .cabinet 
• postj :and. Replied, he;jas? .still; 


( ithinfeing of'stay ing In ’the'H'ou^e 
> Laird *$va$ an 'official- hf <a 
‘lumber, company l wheh first 
elected to^’G.ongtess; He is a 
delegate to; the; RepubUcat Na¬ 
tional Convention. in . 194§1 and 
was: chairman of :the; 1964? co^ 
Mention’s platform- committee. 1 

*•*;* •* ‘ | 
iL Pour.gbp^rations of-his family , 
have served in Wisconsin public! 
.office. He was ’ elected to the ; 
-state Senate :in. 1946, 'Where his I 
father had served. "'{ 

? -Laipd, agradtiateof Carle toil'! 
Gpiipge in tyfinngSptan isj je *u-! 
thor> .of ? ‘A House 1 Difcdedrl 
Americans Strategy. Gap, andi 
editor * of - ‘‘The -Conservative * 
,gapers.V.... . "_ 
















Rep. #elvin> R. LairA 
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l Melvin IL-: Laird, at-M]. ha? hstumRe'd „1he -tbrpb- counties: 


!;fceen a practjdihg^politician $pr -ipade speeches, and ^conducted 
jjiearly all .of ©ff' hdiiit. life* 'hdusertprhouse^ p^iLyasses,, irj 
‘excepting three’,years He-;sjpent . sev^raX cities and; towns'; .^Laird 
,'•&* the;.lK.-5..Nayy;. But^perhaps jfor Senatof' may be . the pepper 
i .only bis close friends remgftijjer slogan, but ..it .-was /Laird, ;ahd 
4 that he \vas^ ^ aptiye /LairdLdutihg; the;carARaig^^ 

; campaigner even; : before *he; was,: 6f course- the sejiipr<^Daird 
Lpld enough: fo ybfe .oix^U^v fPr wQiii aii(J- s was. < reeiectedX'four- 
pffice. • v / 'i' . % .years later whiie'*hieiyin ; Jj^was 

Back; in; September of* l94p: :a. serying in the'Nayy. * 

small item . appeared ojc the: - - /^V-v - ^ ^ 

; second page -of. .aMarshfield 
:News-Herald; edition ? under the; 
heading,: Campaigner;/ .'‘Topi 

Young, tp; Vote ^ut .Ypun^:.iialr^ 

;Knoyrs ;, Kis 

: J)een the:first *yxpe Ltiit'di 

jnas. hi?- ‘ pipture’ ,’imv 
newspaper* The'.'storyfeadf, ./ : f$ 

“Aftiphg the’ ' riipst.. active; 

Campaigners ,4n . 'C-e%i t ; a4' 

' Wisconsin during, .tiiq pfemarj^ 

• election campaign now drawihg;- 
: ip .a dose'; is $ % pung ; Marshfiei® 

:‘‘xnan who is*, still' ; thtjee years; 

.'.short bf yotiftg 'age. , ; ,* ' '• 

-ktopngB*' .Melvin:'-Lairdl 
Jr. has no vote of his .qwBv he; 
k has done: more than any ypter-uir 
i 'the ’ 24th'' senatorial \ district/* 

/-Snclnding Wood; • Clark,*:, and 
;'?Paylpr Counties,'. «;tp; ;piishf' : thei. 

. candidacy, of. >his.; father,? 'Wood': 

/County Board chairman -who; 

;.|t^irfes th:the office‘df Senator; 
v' ’ ‘‘Making.use*of ithp: experience 
Igained/ as’ a membep '/pf.j the 
Rebate -team of Marshfield 1 Higb 
J.jSchqpi and* as 'editpr^in-bhiefc of" 
i its v yea^bopfc,'' “The: 

I 1 young Laird ) who. Was* l&early; 

Jthis hionth; set put ta tak^ arii 
^etivb. Tart % ;his father!^ 

LChnipaigpi ' . . * .. 

^•'“Qne'vpf: his* eaplier ; -activities 
jy?as 'the «.preparation- of. the- 
^epuhlieah . booth at. the GehtgalV 


piscimsin:-State Pair during the- 
ffirst Jvpek in Septemberi#!fpm-: 
ij^ii§-ime:;weiit : s>n\ to) $hef r jle ppi 
orgtor^ substitutmg, at.; 
-Republican rallies; • which 'higs 
ifcither ^a^unahle to attends l ;. '. v ; 

f emplifying; / Equipment,-•* f-**&■&; 
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'Tragedy ,’is . no stranger to'; 
Rep*.. Melvin. R.. Laird,. the na¬ 
tion'^ new* defense chief:' ;\ t 
s . of. his -three brothers 
were 'killed 1 , one in "the -Pacific 
during World War Ip. and oiie-dii 


brother, Dr.; EJavId Laird; pro¬ 
fessor of: English at> Los. Ange- 
res- State 'etiilej*?.,. 

■..His- veldest: -brother. Ensign; 
Connor Laircji was 29; whe* : hisV 
Navy minesweeper -capsized in 
heavy- seas off -Coos Bay,: pearl 
what yras then- Marshfield,yOre-.,j 
on ?eb\ % 1943. He' was listed j 
as missing, an the; originaLreport I 
of the disaster, which 'claimed! 
five dead and 13- listed as miss-j 

jfc* •/•** \ 

r Brother - Richard" M; Laird ; 
S*was a Madison lumber, .dealer! 
► at the}time of. his death, NOV. 8^ 
U367-, |t..'the age pf -52;^:ie: died.; 
liS thej'flaming; wreckage of his; 
ftruck'kt an underpass,•- when the j 
\ bopm. of a logTskidding machine;: 

. being carried oh the truck hit 
the ^op pf 'the: underpass. 


MI OFLY 
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Lair# Missed i 
[Bidlon 0 ne^ 



No ‘brie 'knows better 'th^ri: a,* 
congressman?! wife that politics., 
[frequently /gets ; in -the-* way ofc 
fariiily' affairs.. -.But Barbara 
•Laird,. 'like:.ftiahy :anp.tjiery 
politician!? 'spouse*, has-. leaf tied ':‘ 
•tQ: .accept the way .qf life that; 
goes with .Seirig married to. 
ipp^iip Jigri^e,...< »' / • ; 
i One incident,.#e w® riot 
Iforget occurred .on a summer* 
IMy: in. 195£ and \ya§ describe# 
[as, {follows/ in*~the Marshfield 
^^HbraidvQf My 17f /* | H 

b Congressmen ar& .suppusedj 
4&ow wbat’s gping.;on on tfeir' 
‘districts and Rep. M; R.'iaifdj 
usually . does, but sometimes: 
f things happen a little ‘ before, 
they are expected to.' '/• . 

-That was. the. case yesterday 
wHen. a new constituent arrived 
in the' Marshfield congressman’s. < 


•ict. Laird :had planned, to. be j 
[ ; qri. hand, when the mewcomer-' 
jiarrjved,. but they hadn’t .gotten^ 
iogether 'bri the, ^exact :time of v 

\ * •' *’j 

‘‘So-. Rep. Laird* hastened r ,tp< 
board a- plane, at Washington! 
yesterday, but;althpugh: he .took; 
/‘the high, road’ instead of thej 
^‘IpW: rpad/ David, • Maicplm 
iLajrd; was ift. Marshfield befqj?e ! 

Mt*/ /; ■ 

i “Congressman ' Laird : . arrived: 
Jin 1 .the city l^st rijghfc an# has 
" 2 en*spending; the-d'ay with. Ifas. 

^fcdijhspgctirig. the -new Lift#. 
Wifi* propep paternal pride^nd- 
: ‘*“ : *WHig:. acquaintance^ viitii 
r „_ii and Alison,-ithe* otter two 
aembers.of the Laird family.**. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Edi.or^rwARD W. HELLER 
Title: MELVIN R. LAIRD 


Character: 

or 

Classification: X6l~ ' 

Submitting Office: MILWAUKEE 

I I Being Investigated 


ARCHED. INDEXED...^*,....., 

-RIAUZED.//.FILED. 

fbi—Milwaukee; 


Ml ONLY 









(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


j Personal! participation & 
public service is.;no stranger to'. 

. Helen ';•& Laird; who- 
! resides .at 208 : S. Cherry Aye,.. 
\ ,here. V - ’ ' • / • 

•For fhis member of a widely 
: Known Lii iri.fcar in g ; 4 pd; 

; manufacturing family, active, 
i Readership in .the government of• 
;the state arid nation'has been- a. 
way of life. v 5 ... • . ^ 

Her grandfather; was. a ’health, 
•officer' and ,-Wood 'County board' 
rnember, her father .was a 
rlieutehaht goy^e r :n. ovr pf 
'Wisconsin;, her husband 1 ' was *a, 
state senator, arid- her. son, 
;:lohgtime- Member- in . Congress: 


My v 'HeIeir|;LairS‘ 


from the 7th . Cojigre^ipnal, 
DistricVis^ndw.^ated tq assiiinA- 
the' office ^ of secretary of 
dpfeps®. /. •; , •• . • 
Mrta. Laird- was one the' 
comparatively few wopieri .to 
,'serve i on the University' of 
Wisconsin. Board of/Regents 


She ' succeeded Walter' 7 ‘ JV 
/Hodgkins, of Ashland ch the ; 
-board in 1951 , serving', until May 
% 1959 .• . . \ . 

The appointment by -tjov.. 
Walter - JT Kohler made it: 
necessary for MrSi. .Laird^td* 
•resign from .the Wisconsin Free 
Library Board,, to wiiicfi she, 
had. been nprned in June* 1950 , 
by GpvJO^car Rennebohniv 
-She was a member •arid 
president of , .the .Marshfield- 
Board '.of Education, on. which, • 
she served .from • September; 
1942 , .urital 1 June, ± 946 , 

■ Mrs; Laird had been appointed' 
•to the -board:-originally^ to. iul a ; 
vacancy .caused by- fcjie ; 
resignation of Dr. D, J. $ari( 
Tatter,- She was elected..to,. $ 
.thrpe'-ybar. terrn Rn--April,. 19U K 
and. Served until ..piakihg .her 
decisipn. to resign. 

During' yforid War I? she wag- 
appointed one of 25 . state' 
’directors of the Wisconsin XVqr. j 
Fund; prganizedvto - support a*. > 
broader* standard *of giving in \ 
the various war and community J 
.chest driyes. ’ . '* * • j 

She also, served from 1936 to,f 
1939 Pn the 1 Marshfield; vFrep* 
Library Board.. • • . • * * 

. A graduate of the University: 
of Wisconsin in- 1912 , Mrs. Laird 
was one of- the v tpunders; of the? 
Beta chapterhf Theta.Sigmri Efti; 
at' .the University.' When the, 
honopgry • -journalism sorority 
held; its-shyer .^rinjyersany. 
hancjuefc for. ithe'Matrix Table in; 
1955 -to- -%rior 5 (i 0 ^outstanding;; 
women --of Madison' 4 nd'- thei 
University, Mrs.. Laird w$s; 
seiected as itoastmistf ess* : 

• * Ebr. .many .years ‘. she ; was. 
secretary of * the Connor Li inber 
and Land .Company,, being 
succeeded by her son- in August* 
495V v.. • ‘ . 


MT 0NliY 
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I i_/“ nJ «J «J \i l*- 




(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



A. grandfather of Rep; Melvin: 
fti -Laird came- to the Wood;, 
riGounty pinery as aii 8-year-old 
Bbytbvcar-ve out.-.a career in both- 
industry and' politics, ,and cap¬ 
ped his. political life as diepte-. 
nai}t goyernpr ef Wisconsin." 

. William * i>'. Cophbr was 80. 
ypars old when he died vNoy*. 20 , 
1944', in, Phoenix, Afiz,. ‘ 

The 1945. Legislature said pi 
ihim in a- merporia{ resolution 1 : 

K An indpinifalSie- courage 'and* 
ttenacity.vof purpose ^arried'him 
-ihrpugh crises, to 'which meii oi 
lesser capacity .would haye 
^uccunibed; ‘ : ’ • 

.. “It; is r with’ regret. t ..and: 
'reluctance . that the v ' state 
•wiin’esses- ‘the* passing of another 
^pioneer,, another link witra’ the 
.past '.and 'the rdpresehtathfc of 
mother .political' era.;' \ 
i ...: i ' ** ★ . ic 

Goiinor . had served more than 
20 years -as?a member of the: 
Wood County Board, for *many 
years as its chairman.;* Ap a 
Republican* he . -b-e^c a m e= 
prominently identified With die 
case-of 'Robert M,. iLa'Foijette Sr.. 
ahd the Progressive -patty,, 
particularly in'the. early years- 
which 'saw the sc“h isjn 
developing between the Stalwapt 
and fial^Breed- factions- of Me 


iprecede^' hjnv'by a ; few months 
'in. the trek across Michigan and 
Wisconsin; finding what' they 
sought .in the ihorthem .area- of 
|WbQd Goiinty id;?8Y2.* 

together the jbrpthers cleared 
k land, planned t he 'villabe of 


a Durndaie, biiiit a storS -and 
t .office-, started: a school and 
.constructed a sawmill. 

Young * . William b xv.n c a;ft: 
.Cbriffor. popibined work: iii the 
| sawmill ytith his. schooling, fie 
attended Lake Forest Academy 
apd; the State Nprjrnal; School; 
hoping, to 'become'' a- lawyer,; but 
.the. 'lumber business dir.6ctbd,his 
dife> into- that .area. — * • 

He consfeucted * .the. -mill afc| 
- Sh’ptfpr^ named-for‘the place of 
-nis: -Birth-,.'.and became president 
;of the R^ .Connor Lumber Co. in 
1896.. The previous year main 
Offices: of the firm had been 
jrabved to Marshfield* for better 
supervision over two jriiils in 
Clark t County and seven others 
in the area under cutting 
Contracts: Connor Lumber and 
Land: Co. headquarters were 
Established: in Lappa in 190 (L 

.*r * ic . .- 


1 -ComlQh was born, at Str-htfbrdi 
Qiiatflipi S'gaij : March 24, 1864* ; 

the son of Robert Connor, a. 
, hative > - of 'Scotland; Robert’s; 
brothers,. . John and James, ij 


Cprihor Became incre 
■prominent 'iii political affair^. 
From 1904- to 1906- he w a ’s 
^chairman, of the ; Reppbiican 
|State. :Ceiitrai ; Committee arid 1 
served ^s. lieutenant governor' 
under . James 4. Lavidsoh ip 

$907m\ -v- 

Previously he. had- been a 
Jijvdefegafce -to nunrerpiis state 
Icoiyentions of ‘Hie party and 
:waB-. a delegate td the national 
,cbi|yention in 1 i9Q4; ipuring) 
^World War.Ihe was-chairman of,' 
jthe: Wisconsin Council • ofi 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Character: 
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1 | Being Inveotlgated 


ARCHED.....INDEXED,....^. 

.RIAUZEO.,/^..HLED. M- . 

. Ji i.'i 'J 
Fcsl — MILWAUKEE 
- 




~viu**>^K*.-;?/r ^ "" v rart*. 













Defense; . , . 

-For many- years • he was 
president -of .'the : old . American-; f 
rfatiqi&l -Sank.' /here.anff 1 ,it “ s ! 
First Rational Bankyof'jS 

Conner'S; :&iterest, was lafgeiy 
fte<sy&6& ’scfc^-iW V tpit .;t;h e 
gstaSlishment vof the Marshfield 
Free Libraryj - wliici); he' served 
as.- president - for' l? 4 years*. He 
ha$ been ;a trustee of Carroli 
College at Waukesha and: of the 
: now vanished Wood- Cptajty 
(Normal School . in;* Wisconsin: 
$apid&;. ' ;.*• 

;^He marnedr *Mfes -'Mary. B j 
'Witter of Wisconsin. Rapids Aug. I 
4-i, 1886;. ;She. preceded him' in 
/death; July-16,19.35/. 
l . The former ii^e u^ eua n t‘ 

gpyerpon was 80 ^ears oid^yhen 
jhe was stricken yjith pneumonia 
in; June, 1944./ He recovered 
isufficiently to leave, the ^bspital 
jhere. -and go to ^aonay That‘faiL' 

* Wisconsin’s' changeable weather] 

! sent .him to, -Phoenix, -whe^e hej 
: died, 'three weeks-later...« v*. i 

-The- -roots; pf the Connor' 

:enterprises.- in.. Wood County 
rwere* - cut ; in. 195.4,, * whern 
iheadquarters of . -the Connor 
/Lumber and’ Land- Co, 'was; 
itransferred tp Wausau 1 . ; • : 

? *. Connor's .daughter;. Mrs. Helen i 
*6. Laird, ihptlier of ..the new; 
^defense secretary,. and son W.j 
D. SGonnor,. continue ‘ to- i iaj^e,' 
.their home iri Marshfield.; The! 
jotM: . 'children • are Gol don,’ 
jWaiisau; .Richard, '• Laona, and; 
James. ‘D.r Modrall-J 
ue, ; :N.M> ' . * { 


^■1 


ii./ ¥ V ** i 





W-4m- 



* * 





Wijliaih D; Connor 


























WILLIAM P. NUGENT 
Chief Clerk 


Office of the Chief Clerk 



MADISON 

53702 

December 27, 1968 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

RE: MELVIN R. LAIRD 

I, WILLIAM P. NUGENT, Chief Cleric of the Wisconsin Senate 
do hereby certify that on page 4 of the Senate Journal of 
January 8, 1947 appears the Certification of Election by the 
Secretary of State of MELVIN R. LAIRD to complete the balance of 
a term (two years). The recording of Melvin R. Laird and other 
senators taking their oath as Wisconsin State Senators is recorded 
on page 5 of the Senate Journal of January 8, 1947. Page 17 of 
the Senate Journal of January 8, 1947 records the appointment of 
Melvin R. Laird to the Committee on Labor and Management and to 
the Committee on Veterans* Affairs. 

A Certification by the Secretary of State for the Senators- 
Elect, including Melvin R. Laird for a 4-year term, appears on 
page 4 of the Senate Journal of January 12, 1949. Recording of 
the Oath is also on page 4 of the same journal. Page 17 of 

the Senate Journal of January 12, 1949 records the appointment of 
Melvin R. Laird as chairman of the Committee on Veterans 1 Affairs 
and as a member of the Joint Committee on Finance. Page 5 of the 
Senate Journal of January 10, 1951 records the appointment of 
Melvin R. Laird to the position of Chairman of the Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs and as a member of the Joint Committee on Finance. 
The Wisconsin Legislature adjourned sine die on June 14, 1951, which 
is recorded on page 1721 of the Senate Journal. 


Senator Laird appears on practically all of the roll calls 
recorded in the Senate Journal between January 8, 1947 and 
June 14, 1951. 

M . ^ yl '7 

WILLIAM P. NUGENT, dhi^ff Clerk Senate 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of December, 1968. 

.Notary Public, Dane 




0 


My Commission expi 
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: SACs, Washington Field - Enc* 
Milwaukee - Enc. 
Minneapolis - Enc. 

Los Angeles - Enc. 


From: Director, FBI 


MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 
BUDED: 12/29/68 


12/23/S8 




ReButel today. 

Attached for your assistance is a copy of SF 86 
concerning appointee. 


MAILED 24 

DEC % 31968 


COMM-FBI 


OJA: pnhJL'f' 

d°) U p 

- \) J ^Q4 


mm mmF 

MAIL ROOM CJ3 TELETYPE UNIT □ RETURN TO MR. 


MlGjj ROOM 1256, 
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BOB approval No. 50-/R208 


StandacM Form 86 

AUGUST 1964 

U.S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
(r-P.M^CHAPTER 7M) 
l; i4-io? 


SECURITY INVESTIGATION DATA 
FOR SENSITIVE-POSITION 


CASE SERIAL NO. (CSC uoo only ) 
•jV 


INSTRUCTIONS.—Prepare in triPHcfjt’^Tusing a typewriter. Fill in all items. If the answer is “No" or “None*/* so state. If more space 
is needed for any item, contimrf; under item 28. 


tfAST 

'LAIRD 


(FIRST NAME) 

Melvin Jr. 


(MIODLE NAME) 

Rob er t 


2. DATE OF BIRTH 

September 1, 1922 


(Maiden name. names by for mar marriages. former names changed 3. PLACE OF BIRTH 
, aliases, nicknames, etc. Spocify which, and show dates used.) 


Omaha, Nebraska 
4.0 MALE □ FEMALE 


1. FULL NAME 

(Initials and 
abridgements of 
full name are 
not acceptable. 
If-no middle 
namo, show 
•\tJMNy’; if 
initials only, 

ahoxv "(no given 
or middle nemo)" 


7. IF MARRIED. WIDOWED. OR DIVORCED; GIVE FULL NAME AND DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH OF SPOUSE OR FORMER SPOUSE. INCLUDE 
WIFE’S MAIDEN NAME. GIVE DATE AND PLACE OF MARRIAGE OR DIVORCE. * ** " 

(GiVe some information regarding all previous marriages and divorce a.) 

Barbara Laird (maiden name: Barbara Masters) born March 9, 1922 
Married October 15, 1945 __ Indianapolis, Indiana _ 

8. DATES AND PLACfeS OF RESIDENCE. (7/ actual places of residence differ from the mailing addresses, furnish and identify both Begin xvitli present 
and go back toljanuary 1. 1937. Continue under item 28 on other aide if necessary.} 



5. HEIGHT 

WEIGHT 

COLOR 
EYES . 

6* 0“ j 

193 

brown 



FROM 

TO 

NUMBER AND STREET 

CITY 

"STATE 

1953 

present 

313A E. '3rd St\ 

Marshfield * 

Wis cons in 

1947/ 

1953 

301A S. Cherry St. 

Marshfield 

Wisconsin 

1931 

1947 

208 S. Cherry St. 

Marshfield 

Wisconsin 



Temporary residences in Washington, D. C. at 6812 Georgia Street from Dec. 1952 
until 1956; and at 5703 Kirkv70od Drive, Washington, D. C. 20016, from that time on.- 


j U.S. CITIZEN 


□ ALIEN 


BY BIRTH □ NATURALIZED ALIEN REGISTRATION NO. 

- CERT. NO. . ‘ . PETITION NO. 


• CERT. NO. . 

□'DERIVED-PARENTS CERT. NO(5). 


REGISTRATION NO. 


NATIVE COUNTRY 


10. EDUCATION. (A// schools above elementary.} 

NAME OF SCHOOL . - • ADDRESS 


Marshfield Jr. High School, Marshfield, Wis. 1936 
Lake Forest Academy, Lake Forest, Ill. 1938 
Marshfield Sr. High School,-Marshfield, Wis.. 1939 
Garleton College No.rthfield, Minn. 1940 


DATE. PLACE. AND COURT 



FROM (Year) _ 


TO (roar) 

•.•'1938 
1939 
; 1940 

... 1944 





B. A. ‘ 

,79& - 


X DEC m 


II.THIS SPACEFOR FBI USE. (Seo also item 29,} 

. . . . 3 


t r ■ t . . J 


12. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 


13. MILITARY SERVICE (Past or present} 



BRANCH OF SERVICE 
( Army, Navy, Air Forco, etc.} 


Navy 



TO (Yr.) ; 

946 ^ 



















14. HAVE.YOU EVER BEEN DISCHARGED FROM THE 

(17 answer Jo “Yes,” give do tails in item 28.) 




FORCES UNDER QTHER THAN HONORABLE CONDITIONS^® YES 0 NO. 




_>V_ 


15. EMPLOYMENT. (List ALL omployment dates starting with your present employment. Give both month and year for all dates. Show ALL dates 
and addroaaea whon unemployed. Give • name under whioh omployod if-different from name now used:)- ’ '• " * ' * 


FROM 

TO 

NAME OF EMPLOYER (Firm or agency) 

AND SUPERVISOR (Pull name, if known) 

ADDRESS 

{Whore employed) 

Jan.. 
1953 

' Jan.. 
1969 

House of Representatives 
•Washington, D, C. 

. ) 

1946 

1952 

Connor Building Supply Co 

. Laona, Wis. 

1946 

1952 

^ Laona Northern Railroad 

n • it 

, 

; • 

...” ; % ’ 2 

l * 

- • % * 


TYPE OF WORK 

Secretary- 

Secretary' 


REASON FOR LEAVING 

appt. to Defensj 
. Secretary 

elected to Qongr| 

Treasurer 


IaJ 


J2SS 


»!*• 


... . 7 


; ;i. 


16. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN DISCHARGED (FIREO) FROM EMPLOYMENT FOR ANY REASON? □ YES 0 NO. 


17. HAVE YOU EVER RESIGNED (QUIT) AFTER BEING INFORMED THAT YOUR EMPLOYER INTENDED TO DISCHARGE (FIRE) YOU FOR ANY REASON? □ YES (3 NO. 
{If your answer to 16 or 17 above is “Yea” give details in item 28. Show the name and address of employer, approximate date, and reasons in 
each case. This information should agree with the statements made in item 15 — EMPLOYMENT.') 


18. HAVE YOU.EVER BEEN ARRESTED. TAKEN INTO CUSTODY. HELD FOR INVESTIGATION OR QUESTIONING. OR CHARGED BY ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY? 
(You may omit: (/) Traffic violations for which you paid a fine of $30 or less; and (2) anything that happened before your 16th birthday. All other 
incidents must be included, even though they were dismissed or you merely forfeited collateral.) CD YES 0 NO. 


IF YOUR ANSWER IS •‘YES." GIVE FULL DETAILS BELOW: 
DATE CHARGE PLAGE 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AUTHORITY 


ACTION TAKEN 


^siartAruKt anu mu or AUiHimutu ui-mcial; 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OfPICE : 1360 0—Z39-7M 





19. HAVE YOU EVER HAD A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN OR HAVE YOU EVER HAD MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR A MENTAL CONDITION? □ YES 0 NO.' 

(//your answer tm "Yea/’ give details in item ?5.) 


20. FOREIGN COUNTRIES VISITED (SINCE 1930). (Exclusive* of military service.) 
COUNTRY ' DATE LEFT US.A. 


DATE RETURNED U.S.A. 


See Item 28 


21. ARE YOU NOW. OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN. A MEMBER Or THE COMMUNIST PARTY. U.S.A.. OR ANY COMMUNIST OR FASCIST ORGANIZATION? DYES &j NO. 


22. ARE YOU NOV/ OR HAVE YOU EVER DEEN A MEMBER OF ANY FOREIGN OR DOMESTIC ORGANIZATION.- ASSOCIATION. MOVEMENT. GROUP-. OR COMBINATION OF 
PERSONS WHICH IS TOTALITARIAN. FASCIST. COMMUNIST. OR SUBVERSIVE. OR WHICH HAS ADOPTED. OR SHOWS. A POLICY OF ADVOCATING OR APPROVING THE 
COMM ISSICNOF ACTS OF FORCEOR VIOLENCE TO DENY OTHER PERSONS THEIR RIGHTS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. OR WHICH'SEEKS^ 
TO ALTER THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES BY UNCONSTITUTIONAL MEANS? □ YES E3 NO. 


23. IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 2! OR 22 ABOVE-IS ••YES." STATE THE NAMES OF ALL SUCH ORGANIZATIONS. ASSOCIATIONS. MOVEMENTS.. GROUPS, OR COM- 
BINATIONS OF PERSONS AND OATES OF MEMBERSHIP. IN ITEM 28 OR ON A SEPARATE SHEET TO:BE ATTACHED TO-AND-MADE-A PART-OF THIS FORM. GIVE-COM¬ 
PLETE DETAILS OF YOUR ACTIVITIES THEREIN AND MAKE ANY EXPLANATION YOU DESIRE REGARDING YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR ACTIVITIES. 


NAME IN FULL 


OFFICE HID 


24. MEMBERSHIP IN OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. (List all organisations in which you are now a member or have been a member, except those which show 
religious or political affiliations.) (If none, so state.) 


NAME IN FULL ADDRESS 

Am. Legion Post 54, Marshfield, Wis-. 

Am. Legion 40 et 8 11 11 

Free 6c Accepted Masons, Marshfield, Wis. 
Military Order of Purple Heart 
United Commercial Travelers, Marshfield 
Jr.. Chamber of Commerce, Marshfield 
Elks Lodge, Marshfield, Wisconsin 


TYPE 

FROM 

TO 

service 

1946 

1968 

it 

' 1951 

1968 

fraternal 

1952 

1968 

service' 

1944 

1968 

fraternal 

1950 

1968 

business 

1950. 

1968 

fraternal 

1946 

1968 


OFFICE HELD 


25: RELATIVES. < Parenta, spouse, divorced spouse, children, brothers, and sisters, living or dead. Name oi spouse should include maiden name and 
any-othoc nemos by provioue marriage. Ifpetaonia doad.steto “dead" a/tor relationship end furnish information for other columns as of time 
of death.) 

YEAR OF COUNTRY OF PRESENT 

/RELATION NAME IN FULL „ BIRTH ADDRESS BIRTH CITIZENSHIP 


/RELATION 

father/dead 
Mother 
wife 


NAME IN FULL BIRTH 

Melvin R. Laird Sr. 18^8 
Mrs. Helen C. Laird 1888 
Barbara Masters Laird 1922 


Marshfield, Wis. 

it n 


U. S. 
U. S. 
U.. S. 

u~* s: 


^ro tfrer/dead 
Lb-fo th er /dead 


Connor. Larra/ 
Richard M. Lair.d 


Madison, Wisconsin 


U. S. 

u. s. 
u. s. 









26a. REFERENCES. (Nemo thrro bartons, 'not*jjjhtives or employers, whonro aware of your qualificati<^^nd fitness.) * *v 

« - *■ NAME IN FULL ^HEADDRESS BUSINESSADj^P§ YEARS KNOWN 

Hon- John Byrnes, M.C., 1215 25th St. ^Arlington, Va., 2206 Rayburn HOB 'sxffice 1940 
Hon. Glenard Lipscomb, M.C., 5810 Osceola Rd., D.C:, '2245V.Hay.burn HOB since 1953 

Hon. Geo. Mahon, M.C., 1200 N. Nash, Arlington, Va., 2314 Rayburn HOB since 1953' 

26b. CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATES. (Namo three persons, such as friends, schoolmates or colleagues, who know you well.). 

NAME IN FULL HOME ADDRESS . BUSINESS ADDRESS - -YEARS KNOWN " 1 

See Attachment ’ 


27. TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN THE SUBJECT OF A FULL FIELD OR BACKGROUND PERSONAL INVESTIGATION BY ANY AGENCY OF THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT? 0 YES D NO.- (If your answer is "Yes,” show in item 28, (I) the namp of the investigating agency (7) the approximate 
date of investigation, and (3) the lovel of security clearance granted, if known.) See a t taenment _|. . 

28. SPACE FOR CONTINUING ANSWERS TO OTHER QUESTIONS. (Show item numbors to which answers, apply. Attach a separate sheet if there is not 
enough space here.) 

20. As a Member of Congress, I visited most of the countries'of western Europe and 
also East -Germany. * All of my foreign visits have been as a Member of Congi*ess on 
government business or sponsored by one of the military services. I visited Europe 
and certain Middle East countries in 1953 and again visited Europe in 1959* and 1965". 

I am available for interview to supply additional information on my foreign travels. 
They have all been in connection with the World Health Organization and by membership 
on the House Appropriations Committee. 

29. REPORT OF INFORMATION DEVELOPED. (This space reserved for FBI use.) DATE: 



Before signing this form check back over it to make sure you have answered all questions fully and correctly. 


. CERTIFICATION 

I Certify that the statements made by me on this form ar^true^compfet e^an d correct^to. the-bcstTjf -mxrkfi&wfe'dgeSmd 
belief, and are made in good faith. ~ ^ ^ 


False statement on thli form 
Is punlshabla by !aw. 


December 14, 196S/ 

' (DATE) 


■'(SIGNATURE —Sign original and first carbon copy) 





INFORMATION- TO BE FURNISHED BY AGENCY 


INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENCY: See Federal Personnel Manual Chapter 73d and FPM Supplement 296-31, Appendix A, for details 
on when this form is required and how it is- used. If this is a request for investigation before appointment, insert "APPL” in the 
space for Date of Appointment and show information about the proposed appointment in the other spaces for appointment data. 
The original .and the first carbon copy should be signed by the applicant or appointee. Submit the original and the unsigned 
carbon copy of the form^ Standard Form 87 (Fingerprint Chart), and any investigative information about the person received on 
voucher forms or otherwise, to the United States Civil Service Commission, Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Washington, D.C., 
20415. If this is a request for full field security investigation, submit these forms to the attention of the Division of Reimbursable In¬ 
vestigations; if this is a request for preappomtmenc national agency checks, submit these forms to the attention of the Control Section. 

RETAIN THE CARBON COPY OF STANDARD FORM 86 (SIGNED BY THE APPLICANT OR APPOINTEE) FOR YOUR FILES 


DATE OF APPOINTMENT 

TYPE OF APPOINTMENT . .. r .. 

□ EXCEPTED 

0 COMPETITIVE (Include indefinite and tem¬ 
porary types of competitive appointments.) 

'.CIVILSERVICE REGULATION NUMBER OR 
OTHER APPOINTMENT AUTHORITY 

■ 

TITLE.OF POSITION AND GRADE OR 
SALARY 

* ‘ **. >\- -3 

DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY 

DUTY-STATION 

SEND RESULTS OF PREAPPOINTMENT CHECK TO: 


This Is A Sensitive Position 


(SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF AUTHORI2ED AGENCY OFFICIAL) 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1968 0—299-784 









SECURITY INVESTIGATION DATA 
FOR SENSITIVE POSITION 


Hon. Melvin R. Laird 
Member of Congress' 


26b. 


b6 

b7C 


Robert F. Firoehlke, 
home address: 
business 11 


(have known him all mv life) 




Ed Heller 
horn 
bu^ 


, (have known him all my life) 

e address: 410 W. Blodgett, Marshfield, Wisconsin 

iness 11 Marshfield News-Herald, 111 W. 3rd St., Marshfield, Wisconsin 


Steve Derounian, (have known him since 1953) 

home address: 15 Carteret Place, Garden City, N. Y. 
business 11 600 Old Country Road, Garden City, N. Y. 




A 


27. 

Received top security clearance in 1956 when I became a member of the Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee. 




0-20 (Rev. 7-27-67) 


,r^Tol son __ 

| b)sLoachfc_- 

Tvjohr - 

Bishop_ 

Casper- 

Callahan- 

Conrad-y/ 

A Felt_X 

fa le_l/ 

* Rosen - 

Sullivan - 

Tavel- 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room- 

Holmes - 

Gandy- 


UPI-7 - 

, (LAIRD) O 

NEW YORK—RICHARD NIXON HAS CHOSEN REP. MELVIN. _R.. LAIRD. R-UIS., 

I TO BE HIS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, THE NEW YORK TINES SAID TODAY. 

LAIRD AND NIXON AGREED UPON THE APPOINTMENT FRIDAY WHILE FLYING 
TO THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS CONFERENCE AT PALM SPRINGS, CALIF., 
ACCORDING TO THE TIMES, J 

I WASHINGTON COLUMNISTS ROLAND EVANS AND ROBERT NOVAK ALSO SAID 
I TODAY LAIRD. WOULD BE THE NEW DEFENSE SECRETARY. 

. LABTD, WHO HAS GENERALLY TAKEN A HARD LINE ON VIETNAM. WAS OFFERED 
I THE POSITION AFTER IT WAS TURNED DOWN BY SEN. HENRY M. JACKSON, 

,**D-WASH., ACCORDING TO BOTH REPORTS. 

LAIRD, 46, IS CHAIRMAN OF THE POLICY-MAKING HOUSE REPUBLICAN 
CONFERENCE AND ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL REPUBLICANS ON CAPITOL HILL,, 
THE CONGRESSMAN HAS INDICATED THE UNITED STATES SHOULD NOT SETTLE 
FOR ANYTHING SHORT OF A "FREE" SOUTH VIETNAM. 

. JACKSON, RETURNING TO SEATTLE, WASH., LAST NIGHT FROM HONOLULU, 

TOLD NEWSMEN HE WOULD MEET WITH NIXON IN NEW YORK ON FRIDAY, BUT 
ONLY TO DISCUSS NATIONAL SECURITY. HE REFUSED TO COMMENT ON REPORTS 
1 LINKING HIM TO THE CABINET POST. 

12/9—JJS18AES 


Not RECORDED 
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Tolson- 

BeLcach — 

Mohr 

Bishop - 

Casper- 

Callahan_ 

Conrad- 

Fell- 

Gale_ 

Rosen- 

Sullivan — 

Tavnl - 

Trotler- 

7elo. Room . 
Holies- 

Gandy- 


PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 




12/23/68 


URGENT 


TO SACS-WASHINGTON FIELD - ENc/(4)^ (BSM) 
MILWAUKEE 
-MINNEAPOLIS 

*?• FEDERAL BUREAU 0? INVESTIGATION 

BALTIMORE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

TtoS^NGELES. COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

Boston n f P 9 51 IQPfi 

NEW Y ORK 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 










MELVIN ROBER^LAIRD, JR,, SPECIAL INQUIRY, EUDEOfyy fM 

DECEMBER TH00SSffl^, NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL. , " " O' V 

/ / 'I {-■ I v/ / / j » * 7 . /! //- 7 — _ ' / '/., . ( 

NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION Q 
OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.BY PRESIDENT-ELECT. 

BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN TWENTYTV/O, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, 

AND IS MARRIED TO THE FORMER BARBARA MASTERS. RESIDES THREE 
ONE THREE A EAST THIRD STREET,, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, AND HAS 
TEMPORARY RESIDENCE AT FIVE SEVEN ZERO THREE KIRKWOOD DRIVE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. RECEIVED BA CARLETOH COLLEGE, A 

REG-24 MQ<33 /Q i 77 7 2-**- 

NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA, NINETEEN FORTYFOUR. SERVED U.S. NAVY 
NINETEEN FORTYTWO TO NINETEEN FORTYSIX, NSN THREE THREE ONE 


ZERO SIX FOUR. 


. ■ 

\ ^ % 


r r f 1 1 


NOTE: Request received today from Nixon Administration. 

OJArpnh^A'-'Tl / 

W'lP* \\lAi I: / / 



RETYPE UNIT L 


RETURN TO MR. Y$jMg) ROOM 1256. 








TELETYPE TO WASHINGTON FIELD 
RE: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 

LAIRD EMPLOYED LAONA NORTHERN RAILROAD, LAONA, WISCONSIN, 

AS SECRETARY-TREASURER, AND CONNOR BUILDING SUPPLY COMPANY, 

LAONA, WISCONSIN, AS SECRETARY FROM NINETEEN FORTYSIX TO NINETEEN 
FIFTYTWO. 

HE HAS BEEN MEMBER, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
WISCONSIN SINCE JANUARY, NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE. FORMER MEMBER 
WISCONSIN STATE SENATE. 

LAIRD’S FATHER DECEASED. WIFE, THREE CHILDREN, AND MOTHER, 
MRS. HELEN C. LAIRD, RESIDE MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN., I L 

I TWO BROTHERS b 6 

b7C 

DECEASED. 

CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATES LISTED BY LAIRD INCLUDE 
ROBERT F. FROEHLKE. I 


_| ED HELLER, FOUR ONE 

ZERO W. BLODGETT, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, BUSINESS ADDRESS 
MARSHFIELD NEWS DASH HERALD, ONE ONE ONE WEST THIRD STREET, 
MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN; AND STEVE DEROUNIAN, FIFTEEN CARTERET 
PLACE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK, BUSINESS ADDRESS SIX ZERO ZERO OLD 
COUNTRY ROAD, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK. 

SEE WHO’S WHO FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND DATA. STANDARD 
FORM EIGHTYSIX FOLLOWS BY AIRTEL FOR WFO, MILWAUKEE, MINNEAPOLIS, 
AND LOS ANGELES. 


- 2 - 







TELETYPE TO WASHINGTON FIELD 
RE: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 

NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE CONDUCTED UNLESS 
INFORMATION IS DEVELOPED NECESSITATING SAME, AT WHICH TIME 
PRIOR BUREAU AUTHORITY SHOULD BE SECURED. 

DUE TO URGENT NATURE OF REQUEST, IT IS IMPERATIVE BUDED 
BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED. 

SPIN. 


3 


4-22 (Rev. U22-60) ' 

Federal .Bureau of Investigation 
Records Br^Bh 




L^J Name*Searching Unit - Room 6527 

I_J jStgfvice Unit - Room 652£~ /O ^ a 

Forward to File R£vievrav2 / ( ^ // 

I-J Attention ^ , /r -/ 

I_ 1 Return ^ 

_ Supervisor] Roojjr Ext. 

Ty pe of References Requested / 

_j Rpdular Request (Analytical Search) 

—^J All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

.J Subversive References Only 

.I Nonsubversive References Only 

-Main__ References Only 

Ty pe of Search l^Od 

I 1 Restricted to Locality of- 

I J Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

1 I Buildup I 1 Variations 


Subject £.,( 3 

Birthdate & Place 
Address- 


Localities . 


Prod. 


/">_-< Searcher /<yV, 

. Date __1_I_Initials ' ' 


FILE NUMBER SERIAL 

1 ., ^ , _-b 7 E _ 

Ol^Lu'j AL> _ 

c. _xr_ 

A/ P-L- 7-X- 4 /L_ 

7- ) -yg _ 

tOAfd’/j.O-, M P* ■ /?W / 

o J/ -f<s' -.r>£ _ 

J~X r 6^~^077'.Z-39L 
^ *\£%36?7.7 


*3 o r#-* x 
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Federal Bureau of Inye"stigati6n 
Records Brai^fc 
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1_J Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

L~~D Service Unit - Room 6524 
1 I Forward to File Review 

1 -j Attention_ 

□ Return to_ 

Supervisor Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

1 Regular Request-'(Analytical Search) 

^n AII References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
L .1 Subversive References Only ^ 

L —1 Nonsubversive References Only 
F ) Main_References Only 


Ty pe of Sgjgrch Requested: / 

f / *t nestricted to Locality of . QKj 
I I Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
L I Buildup i __1 Variations 










FROM 


OPTIONAL fOlM NO. 10. , 

MAY 1*62 IDITION 
OSA GEN. «EO. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES 




ERNMENT • 


Memorandum 


Mr. Gale \ 




W. V. Clevelan 



date: December 23, 1968 


/xJDoLoach f—. 

Mohf- 

Bishop- 

Casper __ 

Callahan!_ 

Conrad _lli_ 

Felt_ 

Gal eJffi 
Rostrn'f^— 

Sullivan- 

Tavel- 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy . 


SUBJECT: SPECIAL INQUIRIES 

NIXON ADMINISTRATION 
CABINET APPOINTEES 







We have today received requests for investigations 
from the Nixon Administration of the following individuals 
who have been named to Mr. Nixon's Cabinet: 


r 


Clifford M. Hardin, Secretary of Agriculture; ■ 

Walter J. Hickel, Secretary of the Interior; 

Melvin R. Laird, Secretary of Defense; 

George W. Romney, Secretary of Housing and 

Urban Development; 

i 

George P. Shultz, Secretary of Labor; 

John A. Volpe, Secretary.of Transportation; 
Maurice H. Stans, Secretary;;of Commerce. • ■ - 


- ACTION: ' 

The cases have been ordered separately to the 
field for immediate attention, and you will be advised of . 
any unusual developments. The field has been instructed to 
conduct no neighborhood investigations in these cases without 
prior Bureau approval. . 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Young 

DHY:dbh 


-^5 ^jl^J***'* 
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BALTIMORE 04 618PM VXC 
URGENT 12-23-68 FSM SbfJI BY BODED lEE 


cl B»Vv 


TO WASHINGTON FIELD MILWAUKEE MINNEAPOLIS ST| 


AIRR 


NIS 


OS! 

. LQ 


■,n 




•V.il. 


IS. 


STATUS: 




BALTIMORE LOS ANGELES BOSTON NEW YORK PLAINTEXT 1 

( Z'/z* C 


FROM DIRECTOR 3P 


MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDE 
DECEMBER TWENTYSEVEN, NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL. 




TO 
HANDLE 


NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION 
OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BY PRESIDENT¬ 
ELECT. 


BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN TWENTYTVJO, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, 
AND IS MARRIED TO THE FORMER BARBARA MASTERS. RESIDES THREE 
ONE THREE A EAST THIRD STREET, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, AND HAS 
TEMPORARY RESIDENCE AT FIVE SEVEN ZERO THREE KIRKWOOD DRIVE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. RECEIVED BA DEGREE CARLETON COLLEGE, 
NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA, NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, SERVED U.S. NAVY 
NINETEEN FORTYTWO TO NINETEEN FORTYSIX, NSN THREE THREE ONE 
ZERO SIX FOUR. 

END PAGE ONE 








PAGE TWO 


r 





LAIRD EMPLOYED LAONA NORTHERN RAILROAD, LAONA, WISCONSIN, 

AS SECRETARY-THREASURER, AND CONNOR BUILDING SUPPLY COMPANY, 
LAONA, WISCONSIN, AS SECRETARY FROM NINETEEN FORTYSIX TO NINETEEN 
FIFTYTWO, 

HE HAS BEEN MEMBER, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
WISCONSIN SINCE JANUARY, NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE. FORMER MEMBER 
WISCONSIN STATE SENATE. 

LAIRD'S FATHER DECEASED. WIFE, THREE CHILDREN, AND MOTHER, 
MRS. HELEN C. LAIRD, RESIDE MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN. I 

L TWO BROTHERS 

- b6 

DECEASED. b7c 

CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATES LISTED BY LAIRD INCLUDE 
ROBERT F. FROSHLKE,[ 


_ED HELLER, FOUR ONE 

ZERO W. BLODGETT, MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, BUSINESS ADDRESS 

MARSHFIELD NEWS DASH HERALD, ONE ONE ONE WEST THIRD STREET, 

MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN AND STEVE DEROUNIAN, FIFTEEN CARTERET 

/ 

PLACE, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK, BUSINESS ADDRESS SIX ZERO ZERO OLD 
COUNTRY ROAD, GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK. 

SEE WHO'S WHO FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND DATA. STANDARD 
FROM EIGHTYSIX FOLLOWS BY AIRTEL FOR WFO, MILWAUKEE, MINNEAPOLIS, 
AND LOS ANGELES. 


END PAGE TWO 




PAGE THREE 

MO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE CONDUCTECD UNLESS 
INFORMATION IS DEVELOPED NECESSITATING SAME, AT WHICH TIME 
PRIOR BUREAU AUTHORITY SHOULD BE SECURED. 

DUE TO URGENT NATURE OF REQUEST, IT IS IMPERATIVE BUDED 
BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED. 

SPIN; 

END 

TLN 

FBI BALO 


FBI BALTO 





1 


*r 



Melvin R. Laird 
Seventh District 
Wisconsin 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 



Mr. Conrad. 


Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen— 
Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy- 


Thank you for your kind expression of 

( congratulations on my appointment as Secretary of 
Defense-designate. 

The job is a big responsibility and I 
want you to know how much I appreciate your kind 
words and expression of support. 

May the year 1969 bring peace throughout 

the world. 



With best wishes and kindest personal 
regards, I am 


Sincerely yours. 




IS JAN 8 1969 





SAC, New York 

. Director, FBI 

u ° 

(- MELVIN B« LAIRD 

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
PUBLIC APPEARANCE 2/1-2/69 

GENERAL.WILLIAM C. WESTMORELAND 
CHIEF OF STAFF 
UNITED STATES ARMY 
PUBLIC APPEARANCE 2/6/69 


1/30/69 


C. D. Brennan 

Liaison 

P. D. Putnam 


’✓cLoach . 

‘ iohr- 

■ Jishop — 
jasper — 
Callahan - 
i^onrad — 

I M - 


H- 

p\ter- 

lie. Room . 

Uses- 

’•»dy- 


The Office of The Provost Marshal General (OTK'G), 
United States Army, has advised that Secretary of Defense 
Melvin D. Laird will ho leaving Washington, D.C., at one p.m. 
on 2/1/69 for New York City and will be returning to Washington 
at one p.m, on 2/2/69, While in New York, he will be meeting 
With United Nations officials. It is anticipated by the OTPHG 
that some publicity will be afforded this meeting, 

s 

The Army Chief of Staff William C. Westmoreland will/ 
be traveling to New York City from Washington, D.C*, at 11 a.m. 
on 2/G/69. He is scheduled to return to Washington from / 
New York City at 6 p.m. the same date. While in New York, he. 
is to have lunch with representatives of ’’Newsweek" magazine'' 
and to attend a meeting of the Calvin Bullock Forum at ,//>/' v 

One Wall Street. /Z ' 

In the event you receive any information concerning 
demonstrations directed against the Secretary or the General, 
this information should be promptly furnished the Bureau as 
well as appropriate local agencies. 

PDP:kw£oA 
( 6 ) ~ 

NOTE : 

The above information was furnished Liaison Agent 
Putnam by Mr, Harry V, Nelson, OTFMG, on 1/29/69, 

MfilLEG '& / 6 J / 

JAN 2 91969 [ ^o*- f&C " KM 

comm-fbi --- 

/&%> ^ .J0JANS9 1SS9 


6 

;ettpe unit I—1 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY IfM COITION 
CSA GIN. MO. NO. 27 


3010-106 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Bishop 


M. Afujn<*|' 


Tolson . 



DATE: 12/9/68 



A 


DeLoach . 

Mohr- 

Bishop — 
Casper . 


H 


Callahan- 

Conrad- 

Rosen- 

Sullivan- 

Tavel- 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room- 

Holmes- 

Gandy - 


CONGRESSMAN MELVIN RKLAIRD(R--WISCONSIN) 
POSSIBLE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
IN NIXON ADMINISTRATION 


reported that President-elect Nixon bad chosen captioned individual 
to be Secretary of Defense. 



Our files reveal that Laird was born on 9/1/22 at 
Marshfield, Wisconsin. He attended Carleton College, Northfield, 
Minnesota, graduating with a B. • A. degree in 1942. He was elected 
to the 83rd Congress on 11/4/52, and has been re-elected to sub¬ 
sequent Congresses, for which ive have congratulated him on a number 
of occasions, the most recent on 11/6/68. 



Our files reveal that we have enjoyed cordial relations 
with him and have had limited but friendly correspondence, mostly of 
a constituent nature. He and his son toured the Bureau in 1959, and 
an autographed copy of "A Study Of Communism" was sent to him in 
January, 1963. Congressman Laird in return sent the Director a 
copy of his book, "A House Divided, " which was autographed "to my 
friend J. Edgar Hoovei>best wishes, Mel Laird. " On 11/9/67, the 
Director sent him a letter of condolence on the death of his brother 
which resulted from a traffic accident in Madison, Wisconsin. 


Laird is'on the House Appropriations Committee. 
No arrest record was located concerning him. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


For information. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach ‘ 
1 - Mr. Bishop 




NOT RECORD2J ” 

1 -.Mr. 33aliM 30 1969 





Mc5hr- 

Bishop _ 

Casper- 

Callahan- 

Conrad-^ 

Felt- 

^ale V-— 

Rosen - 

Sullivan - 

Tavel- 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room 

Holmes- 

Gandy - 



UPI-24 . 

(LAIRD) 

.WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT-ELECT RICHARD NIXON IS MAXING A SHARP BREAK 

TJITH PRECEDENT IN SELECTING REP. KELVltTLAIRD. R-WIS.. TO HEAD THE 
PENTAGON. LAIRD MILL BE THE FIRS T DEKENS 'E~~SECkETARY RECRUITED FROM 
CAPITOL. HILL. 

THE BREAK IS PROBABLY INTENTIONAL, PORTENDING AN ERA OF SMOOTHER 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, THE NATION'S LARGEST 
EMPLOYER, AND A CONGRESS WHICH MADE A PRACTICE OF CALLING LAIRD'S 
PREDECESSORS TO PERSONAL ACCOUNT FOR EVERYTHING FROM BOOT LACES TO 
BATTLESHIPS. 

THE 46-YEAR-OLD.CONGRESSMAN'S SELECTION FOR THE POST HAS NOT 
BEEN OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED BY NIXON HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK, BUT 
INFORMED REPUBLICAN SOURCES SAID THE APF0IN7KENT WAS SET FOR 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN WASHINGTON TOMORROW EVENING WHEN NIXON UNVEILS HIS 

ENTIRE CABINET ON NATIONAL TELEVISX° N * 1 2 /1 0—EG 10 07AES 


NOT RECORDED 

184 MAR 3 1969 
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,\Y. ' 




Tolson 


DeLodcl* 


Bishop 


Callahan 


Conrad 


Sullivan 


Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room 


Holmes 


Gandy 


44/1 0Q-P-e^:ceri t~ 
•sur^f §aldi^ Nixon.^lde. 'i'TKg- 
.only' thing- .^that r'cqiild' gQ 
wrong would; be if <Ke-flsjixpn^ 
changes his mindi at the last 
mihufe—an^he'wpitft ” * 

, ‘ Laird--Has-capitalized on h}s.-1 
position' dii'the. House Defense * 
Appropriations subcommittee.! 
'to become. bis>pai^’SvlPadihg, 
-spokesman.' piTmilitary policy, J 
.and lias, proved 1o ; be- more-: 
accurate than the* *$ehtagoh-1 
itself on- the'-cbst of "iflie Vibt-.; 
nam wari. , ** - r : V ' 

, But*'as: -an- eightaerni Con- \ 
.gressma.hr .fe.fh'as- Jhad little; 
adM histfative 'experience. that i 
^voutd. prepare hinl: for. x'uii? j 
liing: the to^e defense estab-1 
Ushment; ^Sfeoyer, i he will, be : 
pitted - against-' 4 Deinocratic 
Congress, that.remembers.Iiini; 
as & har&iieaded member Of i 
th&ogpddtipii, - . . , 

.Nikph -fe. expected to ahv. 
nourice,,. the appointment: 
^ithih the.hekt few days: i 

Waiited gtrgn^Vp jce.. - ; \ 

Laird: was> offered’the Penta-1 
gon post. after Sen. Henry. M-J 
Jackson. ,£D-Wash;} turned it! 

down. *-! 

While- explanations varied! 
on'^hy Jackson' rejected the' 
position, one (source high' in; 
tlie Nixpn-cSinii.'said Ja§t night 
that the/ Washington Senator 

deipahded' iriore‘.freedom of 
action -than any. President 
could.graht, . *' 

sid?'through muclrbf thepol- 


GOP Veteran 


Vieticcord 


.^y ^eorge-Ci "Wilspri' ‘ : • - 
. W^shiagionrPopt/Stftj^fiter 

^ Rep - Melvin R~. Laird (R - 
Wis-) is slated’ to .be; Presir 
dent, Nixon’s -Secretary of 
Defprise.. 

iir;sfe.;.wprd-pf. the appoint-, 
orient earne' lit 4 -columri by* 
'•Hp^landi** Eyans. ^and ’Robert* 
Novak, distributed yesterdky ' 
for publication an We Wash- ! 
angton -Bost and other-hewspa% 
pers*They reporied-flatly that 
Laird: wfft* be Nixoft’s: Defense' 
Secretary,%v- *y v 
EVknsi4hd' ’Novak-said^at, 
although Laird sepmq Superfi¬ 
cially •,to be- a ihard-lihe’.ahti-. 
Cpmmuriistiii' foreign policy^,; 
he/will be a strong fpice.f<ir -a .: 
q UiolQy •' * - -negotiated Vietnam \ 
settlement <f and (has acknowl-.. 
e<3ge& the probability pf a,poa- ( 

WiH^g r^taifla ehge ' • /. 
;Th%:^ cplumhiste, dW- ‘said 

that '■ L^irdJ wiffliv *’f wid^- < 

ranging Interests ahdip jjepfy*i’ 
is- .certain:'to; -.exert, ihfludrice 
oh : siicK .hPn^efehse; ahatteirs 
as fiscal .policy, social, welfare i 
and the rebuilding.' # : the -pi-'- 
ties'. ;[Cbrpihh'-,appears ‘on Bage 

rv: 

. Nixati - q fifes confifmed -jast 

nighf ithat; Laird 'Wtnken 


REP. MEMN|, LAIRD 


The Washington Post 


Times Herald 


The Washington Daily News_ 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) _ 

Sunday News (New York)_ 

New York Post_ 

The New York Times_ 

The Sun (Baltimore)_ 

The Daily World,_ 

The New Leader__ 

The Wall Street Journal _ 

The National Observer_ 

People's World__ 

Examiner (Washington)_ 


r 0T RECORDED VC 

MAR 8 1969 / 









"iticai campaign,, was ajg ed] 
‘grofny^fterthe.eiefUpn.iihe 
were fit <a;CaJ>ihqt 

pos £*•$ .! ; v 

The supposition at ; that 
tinie, * vaccprding; ip * Nikon, 
•aides-, -was thaiLaird might m 
interested in-being Secretary} 
•of. Health, Education, and:Wer 
flie. . / .* 

The %pgpes& 

iman.is-the ranking. Republican 
,<jn the fioiise: Appropriations 
HE$r Subcommittee: apd has. 
slipWn intense; interest ‘ft4Kat 
field.'' ‘j / * - • ‘ . 

But tairdUt : Qiat toe said 
Shh wanted'.'to"stay- in the 
Bousej.ptesumamy'iii.'hopes/pf 
eventually; becqaiing the ReV 
publican deader there, He al¬ 
ready * is ciiairinah of the 
House RepubUcanC.Qnferpnce 
e-the ip arty* caucus^group; 
After’ .Jacksoiv $$$£ 

the .defense- post' date-last: 
week,. Laird’s name came up; 
for fresh consideration. ."Aji-* 
other Congressman- discussed: 
lot‘the; job: was- Rep; Geral4:R'. 
ford of MipWgan,' RegiibJidan; 
leader offhe Houses; . — •- - ' 

If Eord haff-become Defense 
•Secretary*. .there-, was: a. goh.d 
phqrice Lqifd would haye. ad¬ 
vanced to the Hoitse.-BepbUr 
cahi’eadershipfspot, .. * . V 

Ford had' been, ranking 
meriibCr on the Hohse-Defphse 
A wcopriaj ibns SdtjcomMtiee. 
beforeoecoming. Houke; Migor 

i ts- .Mgge r. -Ss- j&j&Jaffl. 

[claiitbsome *militaby?experiise. 

. But Laird is-bh'that same 
•military J^iibctommitteb' >ahd 
■has; been- the jriost outspoken 
Republican -in .‘the. Souse on 
‘defe^^si}ep^mfdcppfeyears. 

. ge iooic pi-former ijefepse 
Secretairy ' Robert ?r- 'Mc- 
TJariiara- *and : his ^comptroller,. 

, Robert -If.-.! Anthony^ Jong be- 
fbje- ..most of his : colleagues; 

! tlioiight it was isafe;. . 

: ''-Latcdif irst in^lose^ appro- * 
priations. hearings. 6n>tKe • de--f 
ffense budget, arid later-out-on ‘ 
the House* flppr-^tbfe.'irito ttiie 
Beritagori’S'estiniates on., what 
the Vietnam.whiKwas:-costing 
.and putipiit-some of bis -p\ra 
l^hiph: -pypyed: to -be. iripre '.a.^ 
ptifafe:-’ • ‘ t• r • . 

Always tryiri^tp.,fipdi.cWnks 
|-ift the . :i)emdcfatic : Pattis 
armqfi.. : iiaird struck; bard at 
•presiderit, Vjotosori# prdm^e 
rii /.October, J96p, to withdraw 
Anieficaib 'troops, Viefr 
•ri^m six' months_ti f 
Hahpi' WPrild d& iike.\yise ,and 

IstOP-iiifiltratiori. ^ 




ffiff "such ;aSromis e 
COpiiTO* di^a^ter and> that he 
cpfild^t^refore- pp-.' longer! 
fully support* the Jdlinsori A£-j 
ministration's war policy,-He] 
worked: to hack tiie : GQF away 
from, the Srp^ideht^s Vietnam 
policy so-that the. Republicans, 
would iipt appear: to be the; 
war par® during: the election; 
campaign.: . .,.7 »\ 

This -fear that t he Repub ll 

cams:';wpuid l ook Ukerna wksit o 

campaign that President. John- 
son giarihed;- to- bring some 
'trb'pps. :Kome from:'Vietnarii-Ta> 
claim hbtiydepiedhythe.Pbn- 
tagon. ’ ' , r ;•'. • t .: 

iimrd,’4s.prie of the hardest- 
ripsed ppStici^iis in .Washing- 
tdri'-iniew his assertion would 
undefciit tie-' Dempcfats^^if 
feoops^^were.irideed-wdthdriwh. 
Arid',, it- they:^ wer^ ( iriptj..Ht ^yas 
‘the kind of .politicaj Jisk be 
frequentiy took for what he 
considered the large?: ahterest ; 
'pf -:h^party.' - \ 

: Hiirori;; jappreciated Lairds 
ppliticai acuriicn. long before 
(bis- year’s pfes^ntial caim- 

paigri, * V' . 

Rack in I960’ Nfeori 'turtied 
tp.-Laicd: fa push "through.- the! 
'cpriventiph. the' • poiriproiriise 1 
gjatf drip- worked out b^Nixbri 
arid: New'York- Qotf Neisori 
: Bo&efeflprj,.Njcpys chief ri¬ 
val for; the: presidmitial 

ridriuriatio ri;^ ; 

Iri'1964, Laird.w^s- chairman 
pf thfe -Repiibli$att;:ConVhntio.ri 
•Platfprtri-. C^mipittee; 3bft| 
|year^;!hefy : ^aYele.Q; -with- Nixon 
as- m '^ritiueutiaiyadvisef and 
edited -a : tM6k bbok .'called thd 
Republican Raper^,. *. . 

’ -As Defense Secretary, Xaifd 
Will bead an/qrgaiiizatiqri that 
employs.'4:g milUpri^peppid :a 
will: «pend : about ;$8i 'billion 
thi^ye^yA^Sf' of ijie'-whole 
&e.dferal : budget: ' \ 

Resides du st t he .m^han ica- 
challenge -of keeping 'tsuch^ :a' 


va ^tv .e^blj shm grit: wor king, 
irdwiii nave .tpmgflce ?ome 
of the t toughest pdlicy 
sidp:sincevW l pria •'W^ Ijl 
Jle -cpmck to the; .Pentagon!-] 
at. tiie. moment .the. .tiriited; 
States; riiiist . decide; b.efweeri; 
goirig onto ;h.whole, new geri^ 
efgtipri .of Mostly \yedppris : . ; pf 
sefmrig for pari®'wi® $ie So- 
lylep 'Mtofe. :hbp6fifll#*^ciughv 

Laird has 'Shown: himself db 
•his-3'6 yeais iri^Cbngrpss'.to he: 
|!tpu0i eribugh tp./ St^d-. up to 
fhe .geriefals' and' the admbralS' 
who wani-tp^ buy ri awhveapo riS 
:of A ' i.. 


. c\ 

n^js~s6reak eL^Jagon- 
servatism promises... to make 
Mm reiuctorit td^huy billipns 
of-dpliars wp^th of new hard¬ 
ware bnl'ess' hi is fully- coriv 
. vinced tiie plurigeris necessary. 

1 *’ A£'tiie same tiineAi -wdu-be: 
Secreta® of Defense for. a 
President whp- charged the 
last adMnistration.with a. “se 
purity. ghp* ,: ari4 ; warned;_ of’ 
Russia- s- -progreps ' in .strptigic 

we^oriry- • - 

So Laird presuihably Will 
have tp take- steps that seein ; 
•to ciose ttiit gap- without 
spending all the pillions the 
|iriiijtary chiefs want -today .out' 
fpr ^iew weapons 1 ,. ' 

'The likebest poiirsei 'giving 1 
the-; conditions, the Defense 
Secretary 'inherits,, is an im 
crease in research arid deyel- 
ooirienL.to ward- new weapons 


Admirii^®Stidri bu^in g 
•then^ y ■' •• * «. j 

Therecare bdimdf.tabe some 
;6tiier increases as weilrrrsuch 1 
[as buildirig &pre. ttari : «the '69 
ppolear attack submarines. Mct 
•N amafa; set. as the limit fof 
the flfWi ^hiir®-gix are nb\y. 
QPbVattori^j ., ; *• . ' • 

; But any- wholebog buying 
of'be\y weapons is cohsidefed 
•unlikely. ' ’*; •'•.! 

For pne ihirig, maiiy mili 
'taty stocksbaye been.depleted 
arid' other ..pfpjects^'Such as 
[buildirig’-ships—were deferred 
because--df-.the ^ietriato' Wac>. 

For another, many of; these 
new .weapon' .developments rrs* 

siirti- 4? the Sentinel ^riti-b^l- 
lfetic-inissile program * are: 
•just starting to- riun into big 
iriMey*.. /. ' ‘ 

These demands;. limit how : 
much, moh^y ‘Laipd wiif hriye 
available, -in.the. Nixon., budget 
for costly-new weapons sys- 
ienis. lZ * > 

The new fiefehse Secretaiy 1 
is expected* to buy: tiriie by- 
conducting a broad review .of 
military, policy anti the weap^ 
oris far:■ carrying-' it o-ut 
riathef.'than plunging tight jn\ 
arid revamping: Defense-Secre¬ 
tary * Clark. •Clifford’s •;> fiscal' 
ssTp-budg^tv . : ; -• 1 

7 Laird'also inherits the.prob-. 
Jeiri: of theldrtft. Grills, will be' 
go ing-up- 4s the 
M fr4WM-'.^e^jficg pecause. 


_ __ — 

o f- the cyclfcal., -nafa e' .pf' f 
1^01^ * r ‘ f ‘^ w ' .^ 


A Wger tiiari' eyrir;.pefce 
age- pf -the- iririri tp t?eTctraf 
in 1569 -will- be ’^ofle|e: gr 
uate^tbe^most.arti&idri^p 
testprb; Against 'the-^|eto 
War-j^ • ' 

iri volunteer army-^but riot-] 
i til’ 'the- Vietnam War \£-' ov 
•So Laird must’fipd ; -ri : W^yj 

c orrectirie quities: :i n!;'the\d r 

' —— 
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»HJKAl SURWO C? IwVEiTic I 
U. S. DEPARTMENT Ci : JUST'*:.- V 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO^ 
DECS 1968 jj\ 
TELETYPE^ 


FBI WASH DC* 

HOLD FOR 2 MSGS PLS 


FBI ST LOUIS 

153PM CST URGENT 12-24-68 MFS 


DIRECTOR AND WASHINGTON FIELD 


[REC1 


FROM; ST. LOUIS Cl 61 -NPRC-M) IP 




MELVIN ROBERT'LAIRD, JR., SPfD,, BUDED: DEC* TWENTYSEVEN NEXT 
WITHOUT FAIL# 


?3s. Tclccn- 

Mr. DoLc^cHi- 

Mr. Mohr- 

Mr. Bishop- i 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Callahaia- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Hr. Felt-— 

Mr. Gale-j 

Mr. Rosea-! 

Hr. Sullivan - 

Mr. Tavd-- 

Hr. Trotter- 

5 Tele. Room-— 

1 Ivliss Holmes- 

! Mica Gaudy-- 


m. C; 
ROOM 



REBUTEL, DEC. TWENTYTHREE, LAST. 

APPOINTEE'S US NAVY SERVICE RECORD NOT LOCATED NPRC, 


PROBABLY MAINTAINED BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL, WASH., D.C. 
WFO REVIEW SERVICE FILE, 

NOTE BUREAU ADVISED IMPERATIVE BUDED BE MET, NO DELAY 


WILL BE TOLERATED. 


}6L 


NOT HfecfOivO.^r 

22 JAN 30 i£63 


HEMS 1 ft 

l'/r? 



|<>- Yf 


FBI WASH DC 
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FEDcimL ClmHAU OF SNVESTIGAi iO«I 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ^ 


DEC241968 Jjt 

TELETYPE ^ 


i 


FBI MINNAPLS 

448M 12-24-68 URGENT JMM 
TO: DIRECTOR AND BOSTON 
FROM: MINNEAPOLIS (161-472) IP 


.A 


FTt. SVJcv*_ 

, r ;.\ 


MELVIN ROBER'M.AIRD, JR., SPI. BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY 
SEVEN NEXT. 

‘ RE BUREAU CONFERENCE TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTY THREE 
LAST. 

APPOINTEE ATTENDED CARLETON COLLEGE, NORTHFIELD, 

MINN., NINE TEEN FORT Y TO NINETEEN FORTY THREE WHERE HE 
COMPLETED HIS JUNIOR YEAR. - IN. JUNE, NINETEEN FORTY THREE 
APPOINTEE ENTERED U. S. NAVY IN V TWELVE PROGRAM AND 
ATTENDED ST. MARYS COLLEGE, WINONA, MINN. FROM JULY TO 
OCTOBER. NINETEEN FORTY THREE. THEREAFTER, THE DATES 
UNKNOWN BUT PRESUMABLY IN FALL OF NINETEEN FORTY THREE 
OR WINTER OF NINETEEN FORTY FOUR HE COMPLETED A COURSE ^ „ 

fjf * A -' 

OF STUDY AT THE NAVAL SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL, WELLS LEY, 037 RSCv',.C. 
MASS., WELLSLEY UNIT. 

BOSTON AT WELLSLEY, MASS., WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 
INQUIRY AT WELLSLEY COLLEGE REGARDING APPOINTEE'S EDUCATION 
AND CHECK AVAILABLE CREDIMND CRIMINAL RECORDS. 

END 




'x-/-? 7 

* 

JAM 30 *33 ! 


mm}*, V*" 

M 



FBI WASH DC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

MINNEAPOLIS 
TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


12/24/68 


12/23/60 - J.2/24/6o 


REPORT MADE BY 

ROBERT R. BREWER 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


TYPED BY 

sao 


MELVIN ROBERTVLAIRD, Jr.. 

/■ V 


REFERENCE 

Bureau teletype to Y/ashington Field, et al, 12/23/68 

- RUC - 


- A* - 
COVER PAGE 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


CONV1C. AUTO. FUG. FINES 


SAVINGS I RECOVERIES I TALS 


IACQUlT-1 CASE W AS BEEN: 




APPROVED t\ 

SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE 

COPIES MADE# 


(v - Bureau 

1 - Minneapolis 

(161-472) 

/ - 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QyES | )NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS □ Y ES ( |NO 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


& 7 c t<< 



HOT RECORDFO 

DEC ao ,968 



Notations 


Request Reed. 


Date Fwd. 


How Fwd. 













unTted states department of justice 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 

Report of: ROBERT R. BREWER Office: Minneapolis 

Dote: December 24, 1968 

Field Office File #: 161-472 Bureau File gt 

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: Appointee attended Carleton College, Northfield, 

Minnesota, during normal school year from fall of 1940 
until June, 1943, when he entered U. S. Navy. In U. S. 

Navy appointee attended St. Mary’s College, Winona, 
Minnesota, in summer and fall of 1943. Grades earned 
while in U. S. Navy applied toward appointee’s Bachelor 
of Arts degree at Carleton College. Appointee received 
B. A. degree from Carleton College on May 29, 1944. Credit 
and identification checks negative. 

- RUC - 

Details: AT NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA 

EDUCATION 


On December 23, 1968, Mrs. RUTH WEIDENHOFER, 
Secretary, Carleton College Registrar's Office, advised 
after reviewing her records that MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr., 
born September 1, 1922 . at Omaha, Nebraska, whose permanent 
address ls~ listed as~~208 Cherrv_.Street. Marshfield, 

Wisconsin, entered Carleton College on jeptember 17. 1940, 
and attended this college during the ndrmal school year 
until June 14, 1943. While here he completed his studies 
through"and including his Junior year. She continued that 
on June 14, 1943, he entered the United States Navy and 
while in the Navy attended St. Mary's College at Winona . 
Minnesot a, from July through "betoFer, I94B, exact dates 
'"not listed. At. St. Mary's College he earned 18 semester 
hours of credit and later on attended the Naval Supply Corp 
school, Wellsley, Massachusetts, Webbsley Unit. She continued 
that the appointee was commissioned an Ensign in the United 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-0-273-878 




MP 161-472 


States Wavy but the date was not recorded. 

Mrs. WEIDENIIOFER continued that the credits which 
he earned while in the U. S. Navy were applied toward the 
total number of credits earned and therefore on May 29 , 1944. 
he was awarded a Bachelor ox Arts degree by Carleton College 
in the field of economics. 

Mrs. V/EIDENIIGEER stated that these records contain 
no information of an unfavorable nature. She added that 
the appointee resided on campus while attending Carleton 
Colleg-e and also stated that there is no one presently 
connected with this institution who could possibly recall 
him. 


AT WINONA, MINNESOTA 

EDUCATION 

On December 24, 1968, Brothe r LEO J. NORTHAII, 
Registrar, St. Mary's College, advised after' reviewing 
this records that the appointee attended St. Mary's College 
/ under the U. S. Navy college training program commonly 
j refei’red to as "V-12." He advised that the appointee 
( entered St. Mary's College on July 1, 1943, and successfully 
completed the naval training - program 'in’ October, 1943, 
exact date unrecorded. He stated that the“appo'intee was 
an excellent student while at St. Mary's College and the 
18 semester hours of credit which he earned while here were 
transferred to Carleton College at Northfield, Minnesota, 
to apply to his degree inasmuch as he had attended Carleton 
College prior to entering the Navy. 

Brother LEO J. NORTH,"M advised that his records 
contain no information of_an unfavorable^nature concerning 
the appointee and there is* no one ~presently connected with 
this institution who could possibly recall him. 

AT NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA 

CREDIT AND IDENTIFICATION 

On December 23, 1963, Chief of Police ROBERT 
SLETTEN, Northfield Police Department, advised that his 
records contain no information identifiable with the appointee. 
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AT FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 

On December 23, 1963, Deputy Sheriff HENRY SENDERS, 

Rice County Sheriff’s Office, advised that the records of 
his department contain no info rmat ion identifiable with 
the appointee. 

On December 23, 1963, Mrs. IRENE HAND, Clerk, 

Rico County Credit Bureau, advised that her records contain 

no information..identifiable with the appointee. 

- ' - ~ 

AT in NONA-, MINNESOTA 

On December 24, 1963, Miss MARGUERITE TJIUDCEHL, Secretary, 
Winona Police Department, a,dvised that the records of the 
Winona Police Department contain no information identifiable 
with the appointee. 

On December 24, 1963, Deputy Sheriff LAMAR PORT, 

V? in on a County Sheriff’s Office, advised that the records of 
this department contain no information identifiable with 
the appointee. 

On December 24, 1968, Miss MARSHA BRANDHORST, Clerk, 
Winona Credit Bureau, advised that her records contain no 
information identifiable with the appointee. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

OATE 

INVESTIGATIVE 

PERIOD 

LOS ANGELES 

BUREAU 

12/24/68 


- 12/24/68 




TITLE OF CASE 

MELVIN ROBERTPLAIRD, JR, 


- 


REPORT MADE SY 

CHARLES A. SULLIVAN 


TYPED 3Y 




CHARACTER OF CASE 
SPI 


u 


REFERENCE : Bureau teletype to Washington Field, 12/23/68, 

- RUC - 
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Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


CHARLES A. SULLIVAN 
December 24, 1968 


Field Office File g: l6l-1348 


MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 


Office: Log Angeles, California 


Bureau File 


Character: 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 


No unfavorable credit information and no identifiable 
arrest record located concerning appointee's relatives 
at San Gabriel, California; residence verified. 


DETAILS: 


- RUC - 


CREDIT AND ARREST 


The appointee 


resided at 


reportedly 


The files of the Alhambra Credit Bureau, Alhambra, 
California, which agency covers San Gabriel, California, 
as caused to be c hecked by SA RICHARD K. SCHWAB on Decembe r 
eveale 


_| .have been known to 

-this agency since October, 195^- His employment was shown 










LA 161-1348 


On December 24 , 1968 , the files of the follow¬ 
ing agencies as c aused to be checked contained no record 
identifiable with! ~I ~~~~ 



Retail Merchants Credit Association 
Los Angeles* California 
Checked by IC BERNARD P. BLAIS 

San Gabriel Police Department 
San Gabriel* California 
. Checked by SA SCHWAB 

Los Angeles Police Department and 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office 
•Los Angeles* California 
Checked by IC MILLARD T. ANDERSON 

MISCELLANEOUS 

On December 24 . 1968 I 


CHWAB t hat she has known 
who reside at I 





I _ _ I MELVIN 

LAIRD* who has recently been named as Secretary of 
Defense hv President pi pp.t .RICHARD MIXON. She stated 
that are very fine neighbors* 

who are considerate, trustworthy* and stable. She 
said they are loyal American citizens of excellent 
character* associates* and reputation and she knows 
of nothing unfavorable concerning them or any member 
of their family. 
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12/26/S8 


PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 


URGETf 


TO: 


SACS, NORFOLK 

PHILADELPHIA 

DETROIT 

CliARLOTTE 


f, '. 1 1 ** 

[ 1 ‘ ■ 

V / 


FROM: SAC, UFO (161-5232) 

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., SPI, BU03Q DECEMBER TUENTY-SEVEN, 
’TEXT, WITHOUT FAIL. 

RE BUREAU TELETOE TO UFO DECEMBER TWENTY-THREE, LAST, MO 
COPT NORFOLK, PHILADELPHIA, DETROIT AMD CHARLOTTE. 

NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION 


0? LAIRD UNO HAS BEEN NAKED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BY PRESTOEVR- 
SLECT. FORM SEPTEMBER ONE, ONE MINE TWO TITO, OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 
RESIDES MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN, AMD HAS TEMPORARY RESIDENCE IM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. US HAS BEEN KSISSR, U. S. HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM WISCONSIN SINCE JANUARY, NINETEEN FIFTY- 
THREC. SEE UITO'S UHO FOR .ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND DATA. 




1 - Teletype Unit 

1 - Bureau 

2 - UFO 

KcSL: art-7 

(4) 





/ * 


T7F0 161-5232 


PAGE TWO 


U. S. SENATOR GAYLORD NELSON OF WISCONSIN WILL BE AT 
WILLIAMSBURG LODGE, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA, THROUGH FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER TNSNTf-SEVEN. CAN BE REICJ-TED AREA CODE SEVEN ZERO 
TERSE, TELEPHONIC TWO TWO NINE DASH ONE SIX ZERO ZERO, OR THROHCH 
DON GONZALES, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS, WILLIAMSBURG LODGE, 
AREA CODE SEVEN ZERO THREE, TELEPHONE TWO TWO NINE DASH ONE 
ZERO ZERO ZERO. 

NORFOLK INTERVIEW. 

APPOINTEE HAS BEEN A 1 EMBER OF THE HOUSE COIKITTSE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS. OTHER MEMBERS INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVE DANIEL J. 
FLOOD CD) OF PENNSYLVANIA WHO CAN BE REACHED AT RESIDENCE IN 


WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA, AREA CODE 


ITELEPKON 


PHILADELPHIA I‘TTERVTE'7. 

REPRESS?TTATTVE ELFORD A. CEDERBERC (R) OF MICHIGAN PREFERS 


TO BE CALLED AT .-IIS RESIDENCE IN 


AREA CODE 


UFO 161-5232 


b7C 

PAGE THREE 

DETROIT INTSRVTEU. 

REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES R. JONAS (R) OF LINCOLNTON, 

NORTH CAROLINA, OFFICE AT LTNCOINTON, AREA CODE SEVER ZERO 
FOUR TELEPHONE RE FIVE DASH SIX ONE FOUR ONE; RESIDES AT AREA 



CHARLOTTE INTERVIEW. 

DUS TO URGENT NATURE OF REQUEST IT IS IMPERATIVE BUREAU 


DEADLINE BE MET. NO DELAY TOLERATED. 

SUTEL BUREAU RESULTS OF INTERVIEW IN FOR,*! SUITABLE FOR 
DISSEMINATION. BUREAU ADVISED. 


SPIN. 
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^DOTOTENT OF JUS1.CE 
COMMUNICATIONS SEC I Kb 


Ah'* 

'Ur 


OEC'2 01968 / 

TELETYPE 


FBI WASH DC* 


FBI ST LOUIS 


445PJ*KJRGENT 12/26/68 TJB 
^0 DIRECTOR AND WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM ST. LOUIS 161-NPRC-C 


1 MELVIN ROBERiOlAIRD, JR. SPI, BUDED: DEC. TWENTYSEVEN NEXT 


’MfU*_ 

*1?lx _ 

‘fn _ 

Efc CbS&Z. _ 

C JVh n. 
**£?. Contf. «1- 

ttn Wfc_ 

K*. Gale_ 

>>>. Ross::_ 

i r*- SoUivr;?- 

!/=V. _ 

•*>-. Vrotbes- 
'u&.~ _ 


m tim 

Room w 


without fail. 


REBUTEL, DEC. TWENTYTHREE LAST. 

ON DEC. TWENTYSIX INSTANT, PERSONNEL, NPRC CCPR), SLWP, 
ADVISED UNABLE TO LOCATE RECORD OF FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT, PAST 
OR PRESENT, FOR LAIRD. 

IN VIEW OF NEGATIVE INFORMATION, NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED 
BU ST. LOUIS, UACB. 


FBI WASH DC* 



lAJfO 


J 


I p,> 

1 1 


wul.i ; :cosded. 
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FEDERA™ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


O FFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

BUREAU 

12/26/68 

12/28-26/68 


MELVIN ROBER^LAIRD, Jr. 


REPORT MADE BY 


JOHN G. FLEMING 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


TYPED BY 

Ime 


u 

REFERENCE ; 

Bureau teletype to WFO, dated 12/23/68. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE IACQUIT-1 case 


HAS BEEN: 


AUTO. FUG. FINES 


SAVINGS RECOVERIES 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


PENDING OVER ONE YEAR Q[)yES | | NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION _ 

OVER SIX MONTHS Q]yES [ |nO 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 



NOT RECORDED 

12 DEG 27 1368 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


How *pwd. 




ms 


Notations 


cover i41je 


GPO : 1968 O - 299-885 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


S' 


Copy fo: 


Report of: JOHN G. FLEMING 

Date: 12/26/68 

Field Office File P. l6l-2698 

Title: MELyiN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. 


Office: New York, New York 


Bureau File 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: Personal assoicate recommends. 

-RUC- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1907-0-273-878 



NY 161-2698 
DETAILS: 


Peroonal _A gsog*§ | ® b er 2 4, 1968 , Mr. STEVEN_B._J3ER0UNIAN, 

60 0 Old Country Road, Garden City, Few"‘York, advised that 
he has known the appointee since January, 1953, when both 
entered the Congress and they continue to be very close 
friends. He added that the appointee's wife and Mrs. 
DEROUNIAM are also very close and he stated that if he had 


to invest in a man who would be the most trusted, patriotic, 
conscientious and "not softheaded", he would pick a man such 
as the appointee. He stated that there is nothing to his 
knowledge that would be derogatory concerning the appointee 
or his family, adding that his only fault is that he "works 


too hard". 


Mr. DEROUNIAN advised that he and the appointee are 
members of the "Chowder and Marching Group", which is a group 
of Republicans, one of whose members is the President-Elect. 

Mr. DEROUNIAN advised that he would give the appointee 
the highest recommendation for a position of trust and confidence 
in the Government. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


It is noted for the information of the Bureau 
that interview with FRANK EDWARD PANZER, associate of 
MELVIN R. LAIRD, was conducted in Room 239, Geriatrics 
Ward, Beaver Dam Lutheran Hospital, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, 
12/26/68. Prior to this interview Miss J. O'CONNELL, 
Attendant Y/ard Nurse, advised that Mr. PANZER had previously 
suffered a stroke and as a result of this malady was confined 
permanently to a wheelchair. She advised that Mr. PANZER 
had been under constant hospital care for his stroke and 
for generalized diabetes since 3/7/68. She further advised 
that PANZER experienced occasional attacks of unpredictable 
outbursts. She stated at the time that the interview was 
requested that Mr. PANZER currently appeared to be receptive 
to interview and, on the basis of this, contact was made 
with Mr. PANZER as indicated herein. 


On 12/26/68, attem pts to contact Senator CH ESTER 
E. DEMPSEY at his residence, | | 

I I reflected that Senator DEMPSEY was currently 


suffering from an undescribed communicable disease and 
was, at the time of contact at his residen ce, undergoin 
doctor’s care and treatment. At this time[ 


f 


b6 
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1 Senator CHESTER E. DEMPSEY, requested that re-contact 
be made by telephone l ater in the af ternoon. Contact was 
made as requ ested withl l and appropriate questions 

were relayed | | Mr. DEMPSEY who was, at that time, 

still confined to his sick bed, making direct telephonic 
contact with Senator DEMPSEY impossible, it is noted for 
the Bureau that re sults of this interview are being reported 
after contact with l | and subsequent relay of 

questions to Mr. DEMPSEY. Although the mechanics of such 
an interview are recognized as not the most desirable, the 
conditions requiring senator DEMPSEY’S bed rest necessarily 
restricted the conditions of this telephonic interview, the 
details of which are set out herein. 
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Field Office File #: MI 161-459 Bureau File #: 

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: Appointee’s residence in Marshfield, Wisconsin, 

verified. Reference recommends appointee highly. 
Credit and arrest checks negative for appointee 
and close relatives. Former associates in 
Wisconsin State Senate recommend appointee without 
reservation. Appointee’s employments at Laona, 
Wisconsin, verified and former employer and associate 
recommend appointee. 
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RAB/ds 

_ 1 - EDUCATION 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN W. SCHALLER. 


At Eau Claire, Wisconsin 


On December 26, 1968, MARGARET MADSON, Student 
Personnel Office of W isconsin State Univ ersity. Eau 
Claire, advised that f~ i is currently 
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EMPLOYMENT 


The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent NORMAN L. GRISWOLD: 

AT LAONA (FOREST COUNTY), WISCONSIN 

On December 24, 1968, THOMAS L._ RASMPSS EN, Treasurer 
and Member of the Board of Directors,' Connor Forest'Industries 
(formerly Connor Lumber and.Land^.Compahy) Laona, was contacted 
at hs firm. 

RASMUSSEN stated MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr., was 
formerly associated with Connor as he served as a Corporate 
Officer in two of Connor's wholly-owned subsidiaries, Laona- 
Northern Railroad Company, a short-line common carrier; and 
Connor Builders Supply Company. RASMUSSEN stated his records 
did not specifically identify LAIRD as Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Laona-Northern Railroad, but he assumed he was as he was 
a_Corporate Officer. RASMUSSEN stated LAIRD was Secretary of 
the Connor Builders Supply Company. 

RASMUSSEN stated company records indicated LAIRD 
began employment with the firm June 18, 1946, and voluntarily 
resigned his respective positions af a board meeting, August 15, 
1952,^at which time he was elected to the United States Congress 
The above dates covered employment at both companies. 

RASMUSSEN stated LAIRD, while employed from 1946 
to 1952, had his office in the firm's general offices which 
during that period were located at Marshfield, Wisconsin. 

He said the general office was later moved to_Wausauj Wisconsin, 
because of various company acquisitions made by Connor. 

RASMUSSEN, who advised he had been employed at 
Connor for 46 years, stated he had personally known "Congressman 
Mel Laird for many years as a friend and co-worker during the 
period 1946 to 1952." He said the friendship and close acquaint 
ance had been retained from the time LAIRD left the firm to the 
present. He said he was also acquainted with LAlRD's wife, 
BARBARA. 
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RASMUSSEN said LAiRD’s work record while employed 
at Connor was ’’top grade.*' He said LAIRD always utilized 
his outstanding intellectual ability to perform his assigned 
tasks while an employee. He said LAIRD also distinguished 
himself as a Wisconsin State Legislator and United States 
Congressman. 

RASMUSSEN concluded by saying that LAIRD was a 
person of integrity who possessed an excellent character. 

He said LAIRD, as an individual, possessed an excellent 
reputation among his friends, associates and constituents 
in the Seventh District of Wisconsin. He also stated LAIRD 
is known to be a loyal American citizen. 


4 





Mi 161-459 
AJT/bkc 
1 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ALLAN JAMES THOMPSON: 

AT WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 

On December 26, 1968, GORDON R._C^NOR, President, 
Connor Forest Products, Wausau, VxSc'd’nsTn, advised that the 
appointee worked for the then Connor Lumber and Land Company 
from June,.JL946, to August, 1952. He held title of Assistant 
Secretary. He did riot“wofk:''a'-tT'Wausau, Wisconsin, but was under 
the direction of the registered home office in Laona, Wisconsin. 
He does not now hold any position in either company. He was a 
very capable, energetic and hard worker. His character, morals, 
integrity, and background were above reproach. He would recom¬ 
mend the appointee for a position of trust and confidence with 
the Government. 


Mr. Connor advised that Laird y^otl^subsidiari^of th^Connor Lumber 
und Connor Builders Supply Company* . i Leona Wisconsin, but the 
and Land Company. This concern had connoi- stated that at the’ 

general offices were in Mars ^ 1 ro4noi was Executive Vice President of f 
‘time of Laird’s employment, he, Conn , s this company to have 

STSsSSS S^°»«SrT^SS *<> be the secretary of the 
two subsidiary companies. _/__ £ ___--- _ 
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- 1 - , EMPLOYMENT 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN. 

At Madison, Wisconsin 


On December 26, 1968, the State of Wisconsin 
1968 Blue Book, compiled by Wisconsin Legislative Reference 
Bureau, State Office Building, Madison, the official register 
of State Legislators in Wisconsin, reflected the following 
record for the appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR: 

Elected to the State Senate in 1946 

Re-elected without opposition to the State Senate 
in 1948 

Elected to the United States Congress in .1952 
from the Seventh Congressional District and re¬ 
elected on each subsequent term, to date 

During his tenure in the Wisconsin State Senate, 
the appointee served in the following positions; 

I Wisconsin Committee on Improvement of Educational 

| System, 1947 - 1949 

| Legislative Council, 1949 - 1953 

Chairman of Legislative Council, 1951 - 1953 

Chairman of Taxation Committee, 1949 - 1951 

Member of Joint Finance Committee, 1949 - 1952 

Member of Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, 
1947 - 1952 

Chairman of Veterans Military Affairs Committee, 
1949 - 1952 
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REFERENCES 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ALLAN JAMES THOMPSON: 

At Marshfield, Wisconsin 


EPWA KP__HELLER, Editor, "Marshfield News Herald," 
advised on December 24, 1968, that he has known the appointee 
and his family for many years. The appointee’s mother, 

Mrs. HELEN C. LAIRD, present ly resides in the City of 
Marshfield at 208 .South Cherry. Street. The appointee 
maintains a residence at 313 A East, Third Street. but 

resides with his w ife, BAR BARA, __ 

I in Washington. D. C. ’me - appointee 1 s 

I wisconsin State 

University at Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 


The appointee is a person of high moral character, 
a very loyal American, and a person with an excellent 
reputation in the community. He knows of nothing in the 
appointee’s background or in any member of the appointee’s 
family’s background which would reflect unfavorably upon them. 
He also believes the appointee has the highest integrity. 

The appointee’s background in the Federal Government and 
State Government is in the field of finance and defense, 
which would qualify him for any position of responsibility 
in the Government. He would not hesitate to recommend 
the appointee for a position of trust and confidence. 


On December 24, 1968, WALTER jyOLFHARD.T, Chief of 
Police, Marshfield, advised that he has known the appointee 
and his family for the past 22_years. The appointee has 
an excellent reputation in fhecommunity. His integrity 
and loyalty are beyond question. He knows of nothing 
in the appointee’s background or in any member of the 
appointee’s family’s background that would reflect unfavorably 
upon them. The appointee has done an outstanding job as 
a Congressman for the Seventh District, and he has the 
ability to perform any task assigned to him in the Government. 
Mr. WOLFHAKDT recommends the appointee for a position of trust 
and confidence in the Federal Government. 
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On December 24, 1968, VIRGIL TAY LOR, Pastor, 

First Presbyterian Church, Marshfield^ advised that he has 
known the appointee and his family for the past three years. 

The entire LAlRD family, including his mother, Mrs. HELEN 
C. LAIRD, is very active in the Church. The appointee is 
an ordained elder of. the Church. He has never heard, during 
the time he has known the appointee, any derogatory 
comments concerning him or his family. The entire family 
is well known and iS- respected in the community. The 
appointee has unquestionable, high moral standards, character, 
integrity, and Royalty, He definitely recommends the appointee 
for a position of trust and confidence in the Government and 
states appointee has the ability to perform any task assigned 
to him. 


On December 24. 1968, BENJAMIN WING, I I 

I L advised" that"'“he has known the 

appointee and his family for the past 30 years. The appointee 
is an honest, hardworking, loyal American. He has done 
an excellent job as a Congressman from the Seventh District. 

He has never heard any derogatory comments regarding the 
appointee or his family, either from Democrats or anyone 
else in the Seventh District, Mr. WING believes the appointee 
has the ability to perform any task assigned to him. He 
does not '.hesitate to recojansnd the appointee for a position 
of trust and confidence with the Government, 

On December 26, 1968, J3IN A HAYDEN. Postmistress, 
Marshfield, advised that she has"known the appointee and 
his family since 1954. They all are hardworking, loyal 
Americans. The appointee is a person of unquestionable 
character, morals, and integrity. He is very well respected 
in the Marshfield community as well as in the Seventh District, 
She knows of nothing in the appointee’s background or in 
the appointee’s family’s background that would reflect 
unfavorably upon them. She believes the appointee has the. 
ability to perform any task assigned to him. She recommends 
him for a position of trust and confidence with th© Fg»HrraL 
Government. '' 


On December 26, 1968, W ILLIAM A. UTH NEIER, Manager, 
Chamber of Commerce of Marshfield, advised that he has known 
the appointee and his family since the early 1900’s. The 
appointee comes from a family who is well respected in 
the community. The appointee is of unquestionable moral 
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character and integrity. He has never had any reason to 
doubt the appointee’s loyalty. The appointee has undoubtedly 
the ability to do any task that is assigned to him. He 
has never.heard at any time any derogatory comments concerning 
the appointee or any member of his family. He recommends 
the appointee for the highest position in the United States 
Government. 

On December 26, 1968, JOHN L, STAUBER, President, 
Citizen’s National Bank, Marshfield^ has known the appointee 
and his family for the past 40 years. His bank thinks 
so highly of the Congressman from the Seventh District 
that they ran an ad in the "Marshfield News Herald" 
congratulating the Congressman on his appointment. The 
ad read, in part, "Yes, the entire state of Wisconsin, 
regardless of political belief, can be proud that a ’native 
son’ will be helping torflfexide the nation in the difficult 
days ahead. We at th«f»tizen’s National Bank take great 
pride in congratulatifl^Laird on his appointment. We know 
he will use his many abilities to advantage for the entire 
country...and the country will be better for it." STAUBER said he 
cannot say enough about the appointee. He has unquestionable 
morals, character, and integrity. He is a very loyal American. 
Because of his long background in government circles, he 
would undoubtedly be able to handle any assignment given to 
him. In all the years he has known the appointee and his family, 
he has never heard any derogatory comments made about them. 

He recommends the appointee for a position of trust and 
confidence with the Government. 
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At Madison, Wisconsin 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN. 

^WARREN P. KNOWLE S, Governor, State of Wisconsin, 
Executive Mansion, advised Special Agent CURRAN on December 
24, 1968, that he has been acquainted with and worked with 
appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., since his election into 
the Wisconsin State Senate in 1946. LAIRD has always been 
found to be an individual of high integrity in his business, 
social, and family life. KNOWLES considers LAIRD to have been 
one of the outstanding persons representing the State of 
Wisconsin in the Congressional Group, having a high ability 
in the field of Health, Education, and Welfare. KNOWLES always 
has found good counsel with LAIRD on all problems of Government 
and recognized LAIRD'S ability as an individual who is able 
to pick a problem apart and get down to the meat of the 
situation. 


LAIRD gained immediate respect for his maturity 
and manner of handling situations from all members of the 
Wisconsin State Legislature when he began his political career. 
KNOWLES believes that LAIRD will serve as an excellent Secretary 
of Defense. He knows LAIRD to be an individual of unquestioned 
loyalty to the United States. LAIRD has always been found to 
be an individual of high moral principles and integrity in 
his private, social, and political life. 

KNOWLES stated he would highly recommend LAIRD. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROLAND A. BALDWIN. 

At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

On December 24, 1968, United States District_ 

Judge_ROBERT E. TEHAN, 2545 North"l?ahl Avenue^ furnished 
■"Ifhe "foilowing - i'ri'formation concerning his association with 
the appointee in the Wisconsin State Senate. 

Judge TEHAN was elected to the State Senate in 
1949. He worked in the Senate from January of 1949 until 
May of the same year, at which time he was appointed United 
States District Judge at Milwaukee and resigned from the 
State Senate. During this short period of time, he became 
well acquainted with the appointee and worked with him 
quite closely on various occasions. Judge TEHAN commented 
he had known appointee's father previously and had been 
closely associated with him as well. He first became acquainted 
with the appointee in the State Senate and has only a speaking 
association with him now whenever they chance to meet. 

During the time they spent together in the State Senate, 
they had no social associations, but Judge TEHAN noted he had 
never heard of the appointee's being anything but an exceptional 
individual with high character and ideals. The appointee 
always appeared to be very studious and hard~Working. The 
appointee appeared to have high political aspirations and was 
working diligently toward these ends. 

Judge TEHAN stated further that he had only the highest 
regard for the appointee's loyalty, character, and associates. 

He felt he could recommend Mr. LAIRD without reservation. 

On December 26, 1968, Unite d States Commissioner_JOHN 
C. MC BR IBE, 3467 North Summit, provided the following 
"regarding his association with the appointee in the Wisconsin 
State Senate. 

Mr. MC BRIDE stated he had served in the State Senate 
with the appointee after the appointee replaced...his_f.at her who 
had d ied_in 1946. Their association was primarily during the 
years 1947 through 1948. Since this time, Mr. MC BRIDE has had 
no contact with the appointee, and during that time his association 
had been only professional. 

The appointee enjoyed an excellent reputation 
among his colleagues, and he associated only with fine upstanding 
individuals. 
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' Mr. MC BRIDE recalled that one of the appointee’s 
closest associations was with Governor KNOWLES. He 
associated primarily with other Republican Senators who were 
in the Senate at that time. 

Mr. MC BRIDE indicated that the appointee seemed 
to be of the highest character and was of unquestionable 
loyalty. The appointee was a diligent worker and was very 
capable as a State Senator. 

MC BRIDE stated he could recommend appointee without 
reservation based on his brief association in 1947 and 1948. 

MC BRIDE added that he had served previously with 
appointee’s father for whom he also had only the highest regard. 
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ASSOCIATES 


The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent FRIEND ADAMS. 

At Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 


On December 26, 1968, Mr. FRANK EDWARD PANZER, 
Room 239, Geriatrics Ward, Beaver Dam Lutheran Hospital, 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, advised the following information. 
He was a former associate of MELVIN LAIRD when he and 
LAIRD were members of the Wisconsin State Senate and as 
members of the Wisconsin State Republican Party. In 
this connection he was acquainted with Mr. LAIRD and his 
immediate family. He considered all of these individuals 
to be of excellent character and he knew each member of 
the family to be of unquestioned reputation and to be 
reputable, law-abiding citizens. In addition, he stated 
that Mr. LAIRD made it a habit of associating with 
individuals who were of the highest caliber and who 
generally were outstanding in their field.of endeavor. 

He advised that basdd on his past knowledge of Mr. LAIRD 
and his friends, family and associates, that he felt a 
high degree of admiration for MELVIN LAIRD and accordingly 
recommended him highly for a position of trust, confidence 
and sensitivity in the higher levels of the United States 
Government. 

At Hartland, Wisconsin 


On December 26, 1968, CHEST ER E, DEMPSEY. _ 

Senator, Wisconsin State Legis lature7~ 1 
I I advised the following 

information. He has been a member of the Wisconsin State 
Legislature for approximately 24 years. During his term 
of office he has had occasion to become personally 
acquainted with MELVIN LAIRD. His last personal association 
with Mr. LAIRD was approximately 15 years ago in his official 
capacity with the State Legislature. He advised that he is 
unacquainted with Mr. LAIRD's immediate family. He advised 
that based on his past knowledge of Mr. LAIRD he considers 
LAIRD's character and reputation to be of a highly qualified 
professional nature and absolutely beyond reproach as a law 
maker, citizen and public servant. He knew of no information 
whatsoever which could be regarded as derogatory in any manner 
regarding Mr. LAIRD's private or public life. He felt that 
the selection of Mr. LAIRD for a position of trust, 
confidence, sensitivity and advisor to the President of the 
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United States in matters of national defense and 
security was an excellent choice and he heartily 
endorsed Mr. LAIKD in this position with his highest 
recommendation. 
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CREDIT 


The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent HENRY W. CURRAN. 

At Madison, Wisconsin 


On December 24, 1968, BETTY JAY, Credit Bureau b 
of Madison Incorporated, advised Special Agent CURRAN she b 
could locate no record identifiable with MELVIN R. LAIRD, JR. 


JA Y advised that she d oes have a f ile on RICHARD 
M. LA IRD and | residing at I I 

l who is a deceased brother of appointee, who died as a 
result of an automo bi le acc ident in December, 1967, at 
Madison. The file disclosed favorable credit record. 



ARREST 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN. 

At Madison, Wisconsin 

On December 24, 1968, the following individuals 
advised that they could locate no record identifiable with 
either MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., or RICHARD M. LAIRD: 

ALICE MAIDEN, Records, Madison Police Department 

JOYCE TELLEFSON, Records Section, Dane County 
Sheriff's Office 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN W. SCHALLER. 

At Eau Claire, Wisconsin 


b6 
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On December 26, 1968, Mr. V/ILLIAM CASEY, Northwestern 
Credit Bureau of Ea u Claire Incorporated, advised that 

"I has b een on record sinc e August of 1S68, 

1 l His records 

ormerly resided in 


and shows a resid ence of [ 
also reflec t that [ |fc 


_, The file in dicates that no credit rating has 

been assigned to | 1 and no inquiries have been made. 


Mr. ARVIN ZIEHLSDORFF, Chief of Police, Eau Claire, 
advised on thi s date his files show no record for | | 
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CREDIT AND ARREST 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ALLAN JAMES THOMPSON: 

AT MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN 

GERMAINE BROWE, Credit Bureau, Marshfield, advised 
on December 24, 1968, that MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. has been 
in their files since 1954. His latest credit check was con¬ 
ducted in 1962. He is a n excellent cre di t risk . BROWE could 
not find any credit file for his mother, Mrs. HELEN G. LAIRD, 
or the appointee’s children. 

On December 24, 1968, MARION JAHR, Marshfield 
Police Department, advised that she could find no reco rd 
identifiable with the appointee or any member of - his family. 

AT WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WISCONSIN 

On December 24, 1968, DONALD KAYLOR, Wood County 
Sheriff’s Office, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, advised he 
could find no identifiable_record for the appointee or any 
member of his family. 
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CREDIT AND ARREST 


The following investigation was conducted toy 
SA NORMAN L. GRISWOLD. 

At Crandon, (Forest County), Wisconsin 

On December 24, 1968, Sheriff PAUL F. ASCHINGER, 
Forest County Sheriff's Office, Crandon, which has law 
enforcement responsibility for Laona, Wisconsin, advised 
after checking arrest records, both criminal and traffic, 
that no arrest record could be located for MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, 
JR.- 

There is no cred i t bureau. or credit repenting 
agency located in ESona, Crandon, or Forest County, Wisconsin. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ALLEN JAMES THOMPSON. 

At Marshfield, Wisconsin 

On December 24, 1968, the newspaper , morg^e^ of 
the Marshfield News Herald, was searched. The file con- 
tained no derogatory information concerning appointee or 
any member of his family. 

The following background information was extracted 
from this file: 

MELVIN R. LAIRD, Sr., father, was born on a farm 
at Griggsville, Illinois, in 1888, attending a rural school 
and graduating from Griggsville High School. He received his 
BA Degree from Illinois College at Jacksonville. For a 
time, he taught in rural school in Pike County, Illinois, 
and was Principal of Barry High School. He received his 
MA Degree at Princeton Divinity School and was a graduate 
student at the University of Wisconsin and Chicago. His Doctor 
of Divinity Degree was conferred by JAMES MILLIKAN, University 
in Decatur, Illinois. LAIRD entered upon his ministerial 
career at the Presbyterian Church in Prairie Du Sac, Wisconsin, 
in 1907. In 1911, he went to Marshfield, Wisconsin, where he 
became pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. On April 16, 
1913, he married HELEN CONNOR, a member of a widely known 
lumbering and manufacturing family. Her father, WILLIAM D. 
CONNOR, was a former Lieutenant Governor of Wisconsin. A 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin in 1912, Mrs. LAIRD for 
many years was Secretary of the Connor Lumber and Land Company, 
being succeeded by her son, MELVIN, in August, 1952. Also 
in 1913, the family moved to Lincoln, Illinois, where LAIRD, Sr. 
accepted a Pastorate. Later, he became President of Lincoln 
College, a Presbyterian institution. 
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The young pastor and college president volunteered 
for service with the 335th Regiment and spent a year in France 
as its chaplain during World War I. After the war, LAIRD be¬ 
came pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Omaha, 
where the appointee was born on September 1, 1922, the third 
of four sons. In 1925, the Reverend Mr. LAIRD gave up his 
ministerial post in Omaha to return with his family in 
Marshfield and enter the lumber business with his father-in-law. 

He was elected to the Wisconsin Upper House from 
the Twenty-Fourth District in 1941 and served until his death 
on March 18,_1946. The appointee’s mother still resides in 
Marshfield at 208 South Cherry Avenue. 

Brothers 


Two of three brothers were killed: One in the 
Pacific during World War II, and one in a highway accident 
at Madison, Wisconsin. His eldest brother^ „ENSIGN _C0NN0R_LAIRD, 
was 29 when his Navy Mine Sweeper capsized in heavy seas off 
Coos Bay on February 20, 1943. Brother RICHARD M. LAIRD was 
a Madison lumber dealer at the time of~his~ death. November 8. 
1967, at the age of 52. | | 

| Los Angeles State College. 

Captioned appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. 
attended public school and junior high school in Marshfield, 
graduating from Marshfield Senior High in 1940. 

He entered Carleton College at Northfield, Minnesota, 
where he majored in Political Science and Economics and received 
his _BA .Degree _in_1944, although he was already in the military 
service then. 

In 1942 he entered the United States Navy. LAIRD 
served for 17 months aboard the Destroyer Maddox which was 
employed in pacific duty. He was wounded during an attack 
on the Maddox in January, 1945. 


b6 

b7C 
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He was on active duty in the Navy for more than 
three years and a month before his discharge, he announced 
his candidacy for the Twenty-fourth District State Seaj|torship 
left vacant by the death of his father. He was elected i n 
1_946_ and later re-elected to the f ull four-year , term two' years 
later. ~ 


He served on the Senate Labor and Management 
Committee, the Veterans Affairs Committee, the Joint Committee 
to reorganize the Department of Taxation, and the State 
Educational Commission during his first term. He later served 
on the Joint Finance Committee and Joint Legislative Council. 

I n 1952 , at the age of 30, he was elected to Congress 
from the Seventh Congressional District. As a United States 
Congressman, he served on the House Appropriations Committee. 

He is the ranking minority member of the House Appropriations 
Sub-Committee on Labor, Health, Education, and Welfare, and he is 
a high ranking member of the Defense Sub-Committee. 

LAIRD is the recipient of numerous awards, citations, 
and honorary degrees. Among them are the coveted 15th Annual 
Albert Lasker Medical Research Award, and the distinguished 
Service Award of the American Political Science Association. 

In making the latter award, the association cited LAIRD as :> 
’’forthright and persistent advocate whose intellectual courage 
and ability and consistently enlightened and enlivened public 
discussion of the important issues facing the nation.” 

An author and editor in addition to many other activities, 
LAIRD has authored a ’’House Divided America's Strategy Gap," 
"Republican Papers”and edited the "Conservative Papers." b6 

b7C 

A strong family man, LAIRD married a former Carleton 
classmate, BARBA RA .. ,M A .gT ER g__q f __I n dia.a a .Bfl1.15.»■...Ifl A jaRa..OR..1 fl ber 
15, 1945. They| { 

jboth of whom reside with their parents. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HENRY W. CURRAN. 

At Madison, Wisconsin 

JEAN COOPER, Librarian, Wisconsin State Journal, 
on December 24, 1968, furnished her clipping file to 
SA CURRAN on MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., for review. This 
file which covered the period from 1946 to present contained 
no information of a derogatory nature. 
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REPORTING OfFl.i; 

BOSTON 
TITLE OF ‘CASE 7 ” " 


KEL\;i!T BOBER 


1 OFriCE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 


SR^LAIRD, Jr. 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


12/26/68 12/24-26/68 


REPORT MADE DY 


BALE A. BERNDT 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


TYPED 3Y 

maf 



R EFERENCES: '' Bureau teletype to Boston dated 12/23/68,, 

. -v: ' Minneapolis teletype to Boston dated 12/24/68< 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


Offices at Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass., 
•closed for Christmas Holiday to reopen on 1 / 6 / 69 . Records 
regarding Naval. Supply School unavailable until that time. 

LEAD 


BOSTON 

AT WELLESLFf, MASSACHUSETTS. Will obtain educational 
data concerning appointee at Wellesley College. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


- ACQUIT- CASE HAS BEEN: 

RECOVERIES TALS 

PENDING OVERONE YEAR □ Y ES | iNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS \ | Y ES j j NO 
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DALE A. BERNDT Office: Boston, Massachusetts 

12/26/68 

Field Office File «: 161-2028 Bureau File j£: 

rule: > "MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. 


Copy fo: 

Report of: 
Date: 


Character:' SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis:. Associate of appointee recommended him for 

position of trust with Federal Government. 

Credit and arrest checks, Wellesly, Massachusetts, 
set out, 

- P 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FSI- It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . 


^U.S. GOVERNMENT POINTING OFFICE: 1957-0-273-378 


BS 161-2028 
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ASSOCIATES 


Resident 
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On December 24, 1968, ROBERT F- FROEHL 


Mr, 


J advised 


he has knpwn.MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. since about 
1S30. He and LAIRD grew up,together in Marshfield, 
Wisconsin, and attended high school together. While 
FROEHLKE attended college, his family-and LAIRD's 
family lived side by side in a two family dwelling in 
Wisconsin. PROEHLKE served as campaign manager for 
LAIRD during the Congressional races in Wisconsin 
from November, 1952, to November, 1966. 


PROEHLKE considered LAIRD to be of the highest 
moral character, one whom'he would "trust with all 
my money, family and business dealings."' LAIRD maintains 
a caliber of associates above reproach and his loyalty 
to the United States is unquestioned. PROEHLKE stated 
LAIRD's reputation is excellent, both socially and 
in the field of business. FROEHLKE unhesitatingly 
recommended LAIRib for a position of trust with the 
United States Government. • ‘ . . 

CREDIT 


On December 26, 1968, Special Agent DALE A. 
BERNDT caused the records of the Credit Bureau of 
Greater Boston, Boston, Massachusetts, to be reviewed 
regarding MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, Jr. but no record was 
located. — 

ARREST 

On December 26, 1968, the records of the 
Massachusetts Board of Probation, a central repository 
for criminal convicitions in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and the records of the Wellesley, 
Massachusetts Police Department were reviewed regarding 
the appointee with negative results. 
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Hr. Conrad—— 
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Mr. Gale - 
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Hr. Rosen- 
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Hr. Tavel-—- 

Hr. Trotter- 
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I .MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD, JR. SPECIAL INQUIRY. BUDED - DEC TWENTYSEVeJP* 3 Holms* 

I tl * a i 03 Gasiay- 


% 



.INSTANT. 

RE WFO TEL TO NORFOLK, DEC, TWENTYSIX LAST. 

THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED BY SA GENTRY H. LOW 
JR., AT WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 

us Senator gaylqrd nelson, state of Wisconsin, this date adviseJ) 

HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD FOR TWENTY YEARS, HAVING SERVED WITH HIM IN THE 
WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE FROM NINETEEN FORTYNINE TO FIFTYONE AND 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS THEREAFTER. HE STATED LAIRD WAS A REPUBLICAN 
MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATURE WHILE HE (NELSON) WAS A DEMOCRATIC MEMBER 
OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

NELSON STATED HE AND LAIRD BECAME PERSONAL FRIENDS, A'ND HE HAS 
KNOWN HIM SOCIALLY AS WELL AS POLITICALLY SINCE THE TIME THEY FIRST 
MET. 

y 

HE ADVISED LAIRD IS A VERY ABLE, HIGHLY DEDICATED, VERY 
RESPONSIBLE MAN WITH NO BAD HABITS SUCH AS DRINKING. HE IS A 
RESPONSIBLE, PATRIOTIC INDIVIDUAL ABOUT WHOM HE HAS RECEIVED m jjT 
INFORMATION WHICH WOULD REFLECT UNFAVORABLY lSj^HARACTER, 



OR INTEGRITY, 
f'END \ 
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US PM URGENT 12-27-68 RUH 
TO BUREA'tJ AND WFO (161-5232) 
FROM/CHARLOTTE (161-637) 2P 


MELVIN ROBERT^IaIRD, JR., SPI, BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY- 
SEVEN,, NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL. 

i 


Ztt. 'Tctea- 


1 

«»-*• *>**"-—- , 

Mr. DeLec.ch-? 

Mr. Hote— 

Mr. Bicfto?- 
i Mr. Casper- 


| Mr. Callahan-- jjj 

Mr. Conrad . — ^ 

Mr. Pelt. 

Mr. Gala 
Mr. Rocen 
Mr. Sullivcz 
! Mr. TaveL 
| Mr. Trotter- 
| Tele. Bocaa. 



REWFO TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTY SIX, LAST* 

R EPRESENTATIVE CHARLES R. JONAS ( R), LINCOLNTON, 

N.C., ADVISED DECEMBER TWENTY SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT 
THAT HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD SINCE NINETEEN FIFTY THREE WHEN BOTH 
HE AND LAIRD SERVED AS MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPRO¬ 
PRIATIONS AND THAT EXCEPT FOR A TWO-YEAR PERIOD BOTH HE AND LAIRD 
HAVE SERVED CONTINUOUSLY ON THIS COMMITTEE. MR. JONAS ADVISED 
HE WOULD RECCOMEND LAIRD VERY HIGHLY FOR THE POSITION OF 

l 

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE OR FOR ANY POSITION IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 
HE BELIEVES LAIRD IS 
END PAGE ONE 





I 


] 


V 

v 




r 


PAGE TWO 
CE 161-637 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED FOR THE POSITION OF SECRETARY OF 

DEFENSE.* HE CONSIDERS HIM EXTREMELY LOYAL TO UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT* 

MR. JONAS STATED HE KNOWS OF NOTHING DEROGATORY IN EITHER 
MR* LAIRD 'S BACKGROUND OR IN THE BACKGROUND OF ANY MEMBER OF 
HIS FAMILY. 

REPORT FOLLOWS. 

SPIN. 

END. 
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FBI DETROIT 


450 PM URGENT 12-27-68 SFB 
TO mjfECTOR 

FROM DETROIT (161-NEW) CRUC) 




RE WFO TELETYPE TO DETROIT, DEC. TWENTY-SIX, LAST, 
REQUESTING INTERVIEW OF CONGRESSMAN ELFORD A. CEDARBERG AS 
FELLOW MEMBER OF APPOINTEE ON HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATION. 

REPEATED UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS ON DEC. TWENTY-SEVEN, 

INSTANT TO CONTACT THE CONGRESSMAN THROUGH HIS RESIDENCE, HIS 



BAY CITY OFFICE, HIS PARENTS HOME AND HIS ADINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


HAVE BEEN MADE. 


IN LIGHT OF THE BUDED ON DEC. TWENTY-SEVEN, NO FURTHER 
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VIA TELETYPE 

DEC 2 7 196E 

E N CIP TrfeW'E D 


PR0M PHILADELPHIA <161-12723 CRUC) IP 


] Mr. Tolson_; 

Mr. DeLoach-j 

I Mr. Mohr-j 

: Mr. Bishop-: 

' Mr. Casper_ 

\ Mr. Callahan_ 

} Mr. Conrad..., — 

. Mr. Felt_ 

' Mr. Gale_ 

; Mr. Rosen_ 

; Mr. Sullivan_ 

| Mr. Tavel_ 

i Mr. Trotter._ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


MELVIN ROBERTH.AIRD, JR.; SPI 


RE WFO TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTY-SIX LAST. 

. yi.S. - CONGRESSMAN DANIEL J. FLOOD. WILKES-BARRE. PA, 
ISEQ-TXUjAy. HE_HAS SERVED. FOR TEN TO FIFTEEN YEARS WI' 


, wmm 


gBMggsiMliM fSFPpR^PRlIflO 1 ? 16 l T ggR«If?li .^S h the 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND CONSIDERS HIM VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE 
AND JCAPABLE IN THE AREA OF DEFENSE. FLOOD HAS ALSO SERVED 
WITH LAIRD ON THE APPROPRIATION SUB COMMITTEE FOR LABOR, 
HEALTH., EDUCATION, AND WELFARE WHERE HE HAS ALSO DONE AN 
OUTSTANDING JOB. 

FLOOD STATED HE FULLY ENDORSES MR. NIXON’S SELECTION 


OF LAIRD FOR THE POSITION OF SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 


DEFENSE AND KNOWS NOTHING DEROGATORY RE HIS CHARACTER, 


MORALS, LOYALTY, OR ASSOCIATES. /C/^ S'*! 

E—COlB^ —FTRST LJJ 1.SM—^..T HE- GBLr~A ! F T;E.RrJJ.RG£^T^HD^-B- E- f THE ^DA'T'E 
■W-HIG-H^IS—1'2-2’7—&8—0-)'*'r944'3-^^-—-P-L-S-GOR-R-ECI not 1 recorded" 
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MELVIN ROBERT -LAIRD, JR 


DATE 
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SA ALBERT P. 
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INQUIRY 


REFERENCES: 


WFO teletype to Charlotte dated 12/26/68. 
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D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J? 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TICE 


Copy to: 


Report of: SA ALBERT P. KOEHLER Office: CHARLOTTE 

Date: December 27, 1968 

Field Office File p 161-637 Bureau File p. 

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: Representative CHARLES R. JONAS, Lincolnton, N. C., 

highly recommends Mr. LAIRD for position of Secretary 
of Defense. He considers Mr. LAIRD extremely loyal and 
highly qualified. Mr. JONAS knows of nothing derogatory 
in Mr. LAIRD’s background. 

- RUC - 


DETAILS : 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ALBERT P. KOEHLER at Lincolnton, North Carolina, on 
December 27, 1968: 

Representative CHARLES R. JONA S of Lincolnton, 
North Carolina, advised St his office at Lincolnton, North 
Carolina, that he has known MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., since 
1953, when both he and Mr. LAIRD served as members of the 
House Committee on Appropriations. He stated that except 
for a two-year period both he and Mr. LAIRD have served 
continuously on this committee since 1953. 

Mr. JONAS advised he would recommend Mr. LAIRD 
very highly for the position of Secretary of Defense and 
would recommend him for any position of loyalty in the 
United States Government. He advised that Mr. LAIRD is 
highly qualified for the position of Secretary of Defense. 
He advised he considers Mr. LAIRD extremely loyal to the 
United States Government. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ie loaned to 
your agency; it and its contonts are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Tjo.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING office: 1907-0—273-078 



Mr. JONAS stated he knows of nothing derogatory 
in either Mr. LAIRD’s background or in the background of 
any member of Mr. LAIRD’s family. 
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FEDERAL^UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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DATE 
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INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
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MELVIN ROBERT' LAIRD, JR. 
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D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




ICE 


Copy fo: 

R«p°t°f= SA GENTRY H. LOWE, JR. Office: Norfolk, Virginia 

Date: 12/27/68 

Field Office File M 161 — 290 Bureau File #: 

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 


Charade.: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: U. S. Senator GAYLORD NELSON, State of Wisconsin, 

on December 27, 1968, interviewed at Williamsburg, Virginia, 
and stated he has been personally acquainted with appointee 
since 1949. He stated they served in Wisconsin - State Legis¬ 
lature 1949 through 1951. He stated appointee is a very able, 
highly dedicated, responsible man, about whom he has received 
no unfavorable information. 


- RUC - 


DETAILS; 

AT WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA. 

U. S. Senator GAYLORD NELSON, State of Wisconsin, was 
interviewed on December 27, 1968, at the Williamsburg Lodge, and 
advised as follows: 

He stated he has known MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., for 
about twenty years and stated that they served in the Wisconsin 
State Legislature from 1949 through 1951. He stated they became 
personal friends and have remained friends since they first 
met. 


Senator NELSON stated he has known LAIRD socially 
as well as politically and commented he is a very able, highly 
dedicated, very responsible man with no bad habits such as 
drinking. He is a responsible man, who is patriotic,•and he 
has received no unfavorable information about him which would 
reflect adversely on his morals, character, or integrity. 


1 * .. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL oUREAU OF INVE”fIGATiON 


REPORTING OFFICE OFPICE OF ORIGIN 

WASHINGTON FIELD BUREAU 
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TYPED BY 

„ A 

SA MARVIN E. LEWIS 

lat 

MELVIN ROBERTvLAIRD, JR. 

CHARACTER OF CASE 
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SPI 
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REFERENCES: 


Buteletype to WFO, 12/23/68; 

Buairtel to WFO, 12/23/68; 

St. Louis teletype to Bureau, 12/24/68; 
St. Louis teletype to Bureau, 12/26/68; 
WFO teletype to Norfolk, 12/26/68; 
Charlotte teletype to Bureau, 12/27/68. 
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ENCLOSURES : To Bureau-original and one copy of IRS report 

dated 12/26/68. /v 

LEAD / \ 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

AT WASHINGTON. D. C . Passport check pending. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ... 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 

Report of: SA MARVIN E. LEWIS Office-Washington, D. C. 

Date: 12/27/68 

Field Office File i: 161-5232 Bureau File #: 

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR. 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


b3 


Synopsis: Appointee has served as U. S. Representative from Wisconsin. 
Favorable comments and recommendations obtained from staff 
personnel, references, and professional associates on House 
Committee on Appropriations. Senator PROXMIRE recommends. 
Satisfactory credit reco rd. No criminal record. Republican 
National Committee, HCUA, | | OSD, and Secret Service 
negative. Prior background investigation conducted by CSC. 
Appointee served as Congressional Advisor on U. S. Delegations 
to World Health Assemblies at Geneva. Navy service record 
reviewed. Appointee granted access to - secret -information by 
NIS in connection with Global conferences. Newspaper morgues 
contain no unfavorable information re appointee. Info from 
reference sources at Library of Congress re publications 
set forth. 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C . 
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'..TO 161-5232 
RTT:hjf 

1 EMPLOYMENT 

United States House of Representatives 

The following investigation was conducted by 
3A RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR., on December 26, 1968. 

ZSA KE3V.JOHNSON, .JR., Sergeant at Arms, United 
States House of Representatives, advised the appointee, 

MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., date of birth September 1, 1922, 
at Omaha, Nebraska, has been a Representative of the Seventh 
Congressional District of the State of Wisconsin, from 
January 3, 1953, until the present. No additional jertinent 
Tnformation was contained in Mr. JOHNSON's files concerning 
the appointee. 

CARL WALLACE, Administrative Assistant to 
Representative LAI\D, advised he has known the appointee 
in a professional and social capacity since 1964, when he assumed 
his present duties as Administrative Assistant. His social 
contacts with him have included numerous visits to the b6 

appointee’s residence at 5703 Kirkwood Drive, Washington, D.C. b7C 
On these occasions, "he had social co ntact also with the 
appointee’s wife, BARBARA LAIR D, and I 

I He described thei.r home life as 
exemplary and said the family’s reputation within the 
community has obviously been good. 

Mr. WALLACE's professional contact with the 
appointee has been on a continuous and close basis, both 
within the Representative’s office and during numerous 
official travels made with the appointee in connection with 
business of the Committee on Appropriations. He described 
the appointee as an outstanding legislator and as a person 
of impeccable personal habits and high professional attainment. 

He had no qtiestion concerning his morals, sobriety, reputation, 
or associates. He considered him to be a loyal American 
and he recommended him for a position of trust and responsibility 
in the United States Government. 

ELS£ 5__ B. ASH00H , Staff Assistant, advised she has 
been employed by the appointee for more than five years. Her 
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contacts with him included participating with him and his 
wife and children in numerous social functions sponsored 
by the House of Representatives. She described the 
appointee as a considerate gentleman whose morals, reputation, 
associates, and loyalty are above reproach. She 
characterized his home life as exemplary and advised that he 
and his wife and children enjoy good reputations within 
the community. She recommended him to a position of 
trust and responsibility with the United States Government. 

HILL I AM J. BAROODX,—Jg.., Legislative Assistant, 
advised he has been in the appointee's employ since mid-1964. 
He described the appointee as an outstanding legislative 
draftsman and as a legislative technician whose judgments 
and opinions have been relied upon extensively by the 
appointee's fellow members within the Committee on 
Appropriations. He had no question concerning his suitability 
for employment in the highest positions of trust and 
responsibility, within the United States Government. He had 
no question concerning his loyalty or patriotism, nor his 
personal or professional ethics. He recommended him to 
any position of trust and responsibilit}' within the United 
States Government for which he may be found to be qualified. 
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Committee on Appropriations 

United States House of Representatives 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR., on December 26, 1968. 

Representative FRANK T. HOT (Ohio), ranking 
minority member of' the Committee on Appropriations (Committee), 
advised that he has been a professional associate of the 
appointee since 1953, when the appointee assumed his duties 
as a member of the Committee. He. stated the appointee has 
served during the last four years as the third_r asking membe r 
of the Committee. Representative B0 T - r advised he has 
consistently sought the appointee's opinion with regard 
to legislative matters and has often relied upon his 
legislative judgments. He has traveled frequently with 
the appointee in connection with Committee business and found 
him to be an outstanding analyst with regard to Committee 
matters. He described him as a knowledgeable legislative drafts¬ 
man and as a gentleman in all respects. He had no question 
concerning his loyalty to the United States, nor as to his 
personal or professional ethics. He considered him to bo 
above average in intelligence. He recommended him to a 
position of trust and responsibility in the United States 
Government, saying he had no question concerning his choice 
of professional or personal associates, nor as to his 
reputation or morals. 

Representative GL3UA10 P. LIPSCOMB (California), 
ranking minority member of 5ubCdmmittee~orTDef ense, said he 
has had a close association with the appointee since 1953. 

He noted the appointee currently serves as second ranking 
member of the Representatives Subcommittee. He described 
him as an acknowledged expert with regard to defense 
expenditures and the utilization of military personnel. He 
has traveled frequently with the appointee in connection with 
Subcommittee and Full Committee business. 
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Representative LIF3C0MB said the appointee's 
family life is genteel and moderate in its activities. He 
and his family enjoy a good reputation within the community. 

Representative LIPSCOMB recommended the appointee 
without hesitation or qualification to a position of trust 
and responsibility in the United States Government, saying 
he had no question concerning his loyalty to the United 
States, nor his character, personal habits, or associates. 




WO 161-5232 
RTT:mel 
1 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD T. TAYLOR, JR. on December 27, 196B. 

Representa.tiv e GEORGE H. MAHON (Texas) , 

Chairman ,H)omnin^. on Appropriations (Committee) , 
advised he has known the appointee on a close, professional 
and social basis since 1953 during which time the appointee 
served with * distinction as a -minority member of the 
Committee. Representative MAHON, who is also chairman of 
the Subcommittee of Defense, of which the apoointee is a 
member, said that the appointee has distinguished himself 
as a national authority with regard to legislative matters 
as they relate to the Department of Defense. He said the 
appointee by his participation in full Committee and 
Subcommittee matters has dedicated himself to the welfare 
of the country without regard to partisan participation 
in defense matters. He had no question concerning his 
loyalty to the'United Sfatesnor as to his reputation, 
ethics, choice of associates or sense of dedication to 
his constitutents. He recommended him without qualification 
or reservation to a position of trust and responsibility in 
the United States Government saying his selection or 
nomination as Secretary of Defense is one of the more 
outstanding Cabinet choices of President Elect R T CHASD M. 
NIXON. 


ROBERTA G. MESSERLV, Secretary, Office of 
RepresentafLveCHAEL J. KIRWAN (Ohio) advised the 
representative is presently not avail-tic for interview. 
She sa.id she is authorized to furnish the following 
information in the representative’s absence concerning the 
appointee. The representative has been a close, personal 
and social associate of the appointee for more than twelve 
years having served with him as a member of the Committee. 
Representative KIRWAN, Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
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Public Works of the full Committee had also worked closely 
with the appointee in connection with the appointee's 
service as ranking minority member of the Subcommittee 
on Labor, Health, Education and Welfare. He had recently 
forwarded congratulations to him upon his selection by 
President Elect NIXON for nomination as a member of his 
Cabinet. The ^representative knows of no unfavorable 
information concerning the appointee's character, reputation, 
loyalty or associates. He recommends him without qualification 
to a position of trust and responsibility in the United 
States Government. 

Repr esentat ive,.JAMI.E_J A ,_ WHI TTEN ( Mississippi) , 
advised helias known the appointee on a professional 
basis for more than ten years as a result of their 
participation in Committee matters. He considered him to 
be an expert in regard to legislative and fiscal matters 
as they relate to the Department of Defense and to the 
nation. had no question concerning his patriotism or 
loyalty to the United States nor as to his morals, 
mannerisms, manliness, reputation or choice of associates. 

H~ recommended him without hesitation to a position of 
trust and responsibility in the United States Government. 
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Wisconsin Senator 


S enator WILLIAM PROXMIRg advised SA TAYLOR on 
December'z/, 19b8, he has haci close personal and professional 
association with the appointee since 1957.- He said he has 
repeatedly demonstrated an expert knowledge with regard to 
legislation as it affects the welfare of the Nation. He said 
he is ideally fitted for appointment ’fis Secretary of Defense 
as a result of his distinguished and honorable service as a 
member of the Sub-Committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives. He considered 
him to be an excellent choice for inclusion as a member of the 
Cabinet of President-Elect NIXON. He said, that in his 
estimation, the appointee will serve his country, the Congress 
and President-Elect NIXON well. He had no question concerning 
his morals, ethics, reputation, associates or loyalty to the 
United States. He recommended him without hesitation to a 
position of trust and responsibility in the United States 
Government. 


( 
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ACQUAINTANCE 
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On December 27, 1968, HAMER H. BUDGE , Commissioner, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, advised SAs PAUL F, 
DOUGHERTY and DARWIN B. GREEN that he has known MELVIN LAIRD 
since the latter became a member of Congress. BUDGE was then 
a Congressman and served with LAIRD both on the Appropriations 
Committee and Defense Subcommittee. They visited one 
another's homes and have continued to maintain social and 
professional relationships. BUDGE knows nothing in any 
sense derogatory affecting LAIRD’s character, associates, 
reputation, or loyalty and LAIRD has a fin e wife and a 
fine family consisting of three children. I 
attanHp 1-ha Tlni va-rci tv nf grnnci n at- ,Eau Claire. 


b6 

b7C 



and his wife/TL their 

local home in nearby Maryland. The children attend local 
schools in their neighborhood. He recommended LAIRD for a 
position of trust and confidence in the Government, 
including the one for which he is being considered, without 
reservation. 
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REFERENCE 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA TAYLOR on December 27, 1968: 

Representative JOHN W. BYRNES, (Wisconsin), advised 
he has kndwn the appointee since 19A0 when both were 
classmates at Carleton College, North Field, Minnesota. He 
considers him and his wife and children to be among his closest 
personal friends, saying their reputation .wfcitain the community 
has always been good. He said his services as a Member of the 
House of Representatives has been characterized by his complete 
and sincere dedication forhis constituents and to the Nation 
as well. Hecaansidered him to be a prime example of a 
dedicated public servant whose experience as a member of the 
Committee and Subcommittee on Defense eminently qualified 
him for a high position with the administration of President- 
Elect RICHARD M. NIXON. He knew of no information which 
would cause him to question his morals, reputation, associates 
or loyalty to the United States. He recommended him without 
hesitation to a position of trust and responsibility in 
the United States Government. 
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On December 27, 1968, SE CARL H. PETERSON caused 
a search to be made of the files of The Credit Bureau, Inc., 
Washington, D. C., and was advised the files contained a 
satisfactory credit recor d for the appointee. 

IC KENNETH SHAFFER on December 26, 1968, determined 
that no record _w as contained in the Metropolitan Police De¬ 
partment" files concerning the appointee, his wife BARBARA 
MASTERS LAIRD. I 


It is to be noted that at all times an indefinite 
number of unidentified records are out of file and not avail¬ 
able for review. 

On December 26, 1968, IC WILLIAM H. LYERLY, JR. 
searched the files of the United States Park Police and 
no identifiabl e__record could be found concerning the appointee 
and above listed relatives. 

IC WILLIAM H. LYERLY, JR. caused a search to be 
made of the files of the Montgomery County, Police Depart¬ 
ment, and was advised on December 27, 1968, that no record 
was located for the appointee or above mentioned relatives. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
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Republican National Committee 

On December 26, 1968, SA W. DANA CARSON determined 
that no record was located for the appointee at the Office of 
Comptroller, Republican National Committee. 

Civil Service Commission 

On December 26, 1968, SA WILLIAM E. TRAIN OR, JR. 
caused a search to be made of the files of the Bureau of 
Personnel Investigations, Civil Service Commission (CSC), 
and was advisea/in 1959, the CSC conducted a full field in¬ 
vestigation on the appointee at the request of the State 
Department. No additional p ertinent information was developed 
during this inquiry. ~ " 

House Committee on Un-American Activities 

f 

The files of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activit ies/'r eviewed on December 26, 1968, by SE CARL H. PETERSON, 
and no identifiable record was found for the appointee. 


Office of Security 
Department of State 

The files of the Office of Security (SY), Depart¬ 
ment of State, reviewed by SA KENNETH B. HASER on December 26, 
1968, disclosed that on Ma rch 25, 1959, the Office of Personnel, 
Department of State, requested SY to do a name check on MELVIN 
R. LAIRD as a proposed Congressional Advisor, United States 
Delegation, 12th World Health Assembly, Geneva, Switzerland 
in May, 1959. SY had the Civil Service Commission conduct 
a background investigation concerning the appointee in April, 
1959 with favorable results. On April 14, 1959, SY granted 
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him clearance as a non-employee under P. L. 643, 80th Congress, 
as amended, for such proposed relationship. 

SY again granted him the same type of clearance 
on January 13, 1961, for participation in the same capacity 
in the 14th World Health Assembly at New Delhi, India, in 
February, 1961. The same clearance was accorded the appointee 
on May 1, 1963, for the 16th World Health Assembly at Geneva 
in May, 1963, and again on March 9, 1965, for the 18th Assembly 
of the World Health Organization. 

The SY file does not show any termination of clear¬ 
ance concerning this individual; however, SY has advised that 
all its clearances terminate when the person's relationship 
with the Department of State terminates. 

Navy Service Record 

On December 26, 1968, at Department of the Navy, 

Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Annex, Arlington, Virginia, 

IC JOSEPH P. JODOIN reviewed the appointee's Officer Service 
Record which reflected his date of birth as September 1, 1922, 
at Omaha, Nebraska. 

Appointee enlisted in the United States Naval Re¬ 
serve, on_May_28^_ - 19^2 J _ < as an Apprentice Seaman, Serial Number 
638 70 28. On July 1, 1943, he reported for active duty at 
St. Mary's College, Winona, Minnesota. 

On December 10, 1943, he was appointed a Midshipman 
(temporary). On A pril 18, 1944^ . he was honorably discharged 
in order to accept an appointment on April 19 , 194 4, as an 
Ensign, Serial Number 331064, UnitedT'Sfates Naval Reserve. 

On April 26. 1946. he was honorably released to inactive duty 
as a Lieutenant (junior grade). On May 24, 1967, appointee 
resigned from the United States Naval Reserve as a Lieutenant 
(junior grade), and was issued an honorable discharge certificate. 
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Appointee's Officer Fitness Reports were favorable. 
Appointee's officer record contained no security 

clearance. 


Office of the Secretary of Defense 


WILLIAM H. QUINLAN, JR., Appraisal and Review 
Branch, Security Division, Office of the Secretary of Defense 
(OSD), advised SA PAUL F. DOUGHERTY, on December 26, 1968, 
that clearances are not required of Members of Congress by 
OSD and that no clearance has been granted to MELVIN ROBERT 
LAIRD, JR. 


b3 


SA ROBERT F. ROBINSON, JR. 


L and 

was advised on December Zb, iy68, that the files contrained 
no pertinent identif iable information concerning the appointee. 

\ 

Naval Investigative Service 


On December 26, 1968, IC JOHN B. ARMSTRONG caused 
a search to be made of the files of the Naval Investigative 
Service Headquarters and was advised that MELVIN R. LAIRD, 

207 South Central Avenue, Marshfield, Wisconsin, born 
September 1, 1922, was granted access to rseeret— information 
in connection witlyGlobal conference/ to be held June 14 - 
21 ,1968 . This clearance was based on a National Agency Check 
conducted by NIS. The files also reflected that he was 
granted access to -se c r et information in connection with a 
Global conference to be held May 22 - 26, 1967. This clear¬ 
ance was also based on a National Agency Check conducted by 
NIS. 
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Department of State 
Conference Personnel Records 


On December 27, 1968, Mrs. MARIAN M. CHICHESTER, 

Clerk, Career Management and Assignments Division, Office 
of Personnel, Department of State, advised that the 
Conference Personnel Records maintained in her office reflected 
that MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, JR., served as one of the Congressional 
Advisors on the United States Delegation to the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly, held at Geneva, Switzerland, fro m May 12-29, 
1959. Mrs. CHICHESTER stated that her records also verified 
that the appointee served as one of the Congressional Advisors 
on the United States Delegation to the Eighteenth World 
Health Assembly at Geneva, Switzerland, from May 4-21, 1965. 

She could locate no record which indicated that LAIRD had 
attended the World Health Assemblies held during 1961 and 
1963. 


On December 27, 1968, Mr. ARNETT F. WILLIAMS, 
Communications and Reccuds Clerk, Administration Staff, 

Office of International Conferences, Department of State, 
advised SA WOKKRD W. SPEICHERDthat the records of his office 
contained verification of LAIRD's attendance at tho 19A5 
World Health Assembly meeting only. He could locate no 
record of LAIRD other.than during the 1965 meeting. 
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Newspaper Morgues 


On December 27, 1968, TC KENNETH SHAFFER 
determined that the library files of the Washington 
"Evening Star" newspaper contain numerous news articles 
concerning the appointee, none of which were derogatory 
in nature. On December 26, 1968, SA WILLIAM E. TRAINOR, 
JR. determined that the library files of the Washington 
"Daily News" newspaper contains no unfavorable information 
concerning the appointee. 


Library of Congress 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PAUL F. DOUGHERTY on December 27, 1968. 


The Author Catalogue at the Library of Congress 
indicates that the appointee was the author, editor or 
contributor to the following publications: 


Publication 

"A House Divided: 
Americas Strategy 
Gap" 

"The Conservative 
Papers" 

"Republican 

Papers" 


Author 

MELVIN R. LAIRD 

Introduction by 
MELVIN R. LAIRD 

Edited by 
MELVIN R. LAIRD 


Published 

Regnery Company, 
Chicago, 1962 


Anchor Books, 
1964 


F. A. Praeger, 
1968 


The "Book Review Digest" contains the following 
information concerning the d>ove publications: 
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"A House Divided: America’s Strategy Gap" 

"In a world 'halfl slave and 
half free* Congressman LAIRD deplores 
division among America's citizens on 
matters of foreign policy. A consensus 
would be arrived at, he feels, if we could 
have untrammeled discussion, or 'dialogue, 
among curseIves... He believes that such 
agreement must inevitably settle on a 
tough policy of deterrence based on a 
clearly announced intent of reprisal and 
willingness to wage war to win and recover 
Specifically, Mr. LAIRD would replace our 
'underdog strategy' with threats of 
limited nuclear reprisals, arm NATO with 
nuclear defense weapons, test nuclear 
weapons in order to anticipate a new 
scientific breakthrough, train our troops 
in guerrilla warfare, restrict foreign 
aid to deserving neutral nations, and 
reduce taxes with an accompaning cur- 
\ t ailment nondefense expenditures" 

^ "Library Journal November 15, 1962 

"The Conservative Papers" 

"This volume was sponsored 
by a group of Republican congressmen who 
'felt the need for a careful and 
scholarly re-examination of the foreign 
and domestic problems affecting the 
tranquillity of the United States. 1 The 
papers 'do not define the conservative 
position. But they represent the sort 
of thinking conservatives respect.' 
(Introduction 1 ) The title was suggested 
by the publication of “The Liberal Papers, 
edited by JAMES ROOSEVELT, 1962" 
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Republican Papers" 


"The editor has elicited 
contributions from Republicans and 
Democrats, conservatives and liberals, 
academicians and public officials who 
probe...the bundle of interrelated urban, 
economic and budgetary problems that 
beset us. The book, released simultaneously 
in paperback, is not offered as a 
Republican platform or a handbook for 
precinct captains, but as a means of 
energizing public debate. Saturday 
Review (August 6, 1968) Topics include: 
the federal system, crime, poverty, 
civil rights, housing, agriculture, 
social security employment, the budget, 
monetary reform, and congressional reform." 

"This is not a conventional 
denunciation of the Democratic administration 
coupled with praises for the GOP... 
normally...expected in an election year... 

Tf these papers have any theme, it is that 
consideration of America's problems 
must involve more of the nation; it 
cannot all bereft up to Washington." 

Library Journal, July, 1968. 
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United States Secret Service 


IC THOMAS S. HARRELL caused a search to be made 
of the files of the United States Secret Service, Department 
of the Treasury, and was advised on December 27, 1968, 
that no record was located concerning the appointee. 
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Date: 12/31/68 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-5232) (IB. C) 

MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD, JR. 

SPI 

BUDED: 12/27/68 


ReWFOreport 12/27/68. 

The files of the Passport Office, Department of 
State, reviewed by SA KENNETH J. HASER on 12/30/68, disclose , 
that MELVIN R. LAIRD was last issued Official Passport /^ 

Y-309752 at WDC oiy jl/8/65, for proposed official travel < 

abroad in connection with the World Health Organization. 

The appointee was first issued Special Passport 
11805 at WDC on 7/24/53, for planned travel for two months 
to Western Europe; Israel, Jordan and Lebanon on official 
business for the House Appropriations Sub-Committee. This 
passport was renewed at WDC on 1/21/56 , to expire 7/24/57, 
no specific travel plans set forth. He was next issued 
Special Passport 191475 at WDC on . 3/19/59, for official travel 
to Western Europe in connection with the V/orld Health Conference 
in Geneva, Switzerland.* 


LEAD: VA check pending. 


/^[-Bureau 

1-WFO 

MEL:ssk 

( 2 ) 

AIRTEL 
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Approved: - 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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AXGTEL 


TO: SAG, ST. LOUIS 

FROM: SAC, VTO (161-5232) (liUC) 

MCLVIN SOBERAlIRB, JR. 

SPI 

BUDLD: 12/27/68 


This is to confirn ’..TO telephone call to 
St. Louis this date, requesting review of appointee's 
Veterans Administration file number C 11 186 264 
located Records Processing Center, St. Louis. Sutel 
Bureau results in form suitable for dissemination. 



2- St. Louis 
<jJ Bureau 
1- RFC 
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FBI WASH DC 


FBI ST LOUIS 

343PM URGENT 1-2-69 JDG 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVKTiGjfiON 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF J(JST® 

COMMUNICATION SECTiON 

JAN 2 1969 / 


TO: DOCTOR . 

FROM: ST. LOUIS C161-M) 


MELVIN ROBERt/LAIRD, JR. SPI BUDED DEC. TWENTYSEVEN, PAST. 

iyfi / 

* U RE WFO TELEPHONE CALL TO ST. LOUIS, JAN, TWO, INSTANT. 

VETS. ADMIN. RECORDS FOR LAIRD, USN SERIAL NUMBERS 
THREE THREE ONE ZERO SIX FOUR, AND SIX THREE EIGHT SEVEN j 

ZERO TWO EIGHT, VETS. ADMIN. CLAIM NUMBER C ONE ONE ONE 
'EIGHT SIX TWO SIX FOUR, WAS GRANTED SUBSISTANCE ALLOWANCE 
BY THE VETS. ADMIN. REGIONAL OFFICE, MILWAUKEE, OCT., FORTYSIX, 
UNDER THE SERVICEMEN'S READJUSTMENT ACT OF FORTYFOUR. HIS 
REHABILITATION AND EDUCATION FOLDER WAS RETIRED TO THE FEDERAL 
RECORDS CENTER, BEDFORD PARK, ILL., MAY SIXTEEN, FIFTYFIVE, 
HOWEVER, PERSONNEL, VETS. ADMIN. RECORD PROCESSING CENTER, 

ST. LOUIS, ADVISED THESE FOLDERS USUALLY DESTROYED TWO YEARS 
SUBSEQUENT TO RETIREMENT. ADDITIONAL DETAILS CONCERNING 

ABOVE SUBSISTANCE ALLOWANCE NOT SHOWN. ✓ 

r , 7^ m 

•... J . 
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/ Mr. C3SpGT_. ... 

/ K?, Caifohgivi_ 

Kr. Comv'd_1 

Mr. Welt __ • 

Mr. G?le___, 

££?. .Ko f :co__ I 

Mr. Tey*} _ 

My. r £xoifa? m _ 

tswa. j_; 

Mss BuSiti. _ 

Wra ©*$,'._ 

ST. // 

v Wm > 


ti rlil 


r / IT ,Jf 

BGM HWW \ C ' C * \ ' 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



OPTIONAL FORM MO. 10 
MAY 194? EDITION 
CSA GIN. REG. NO. 2 7 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 



DATE: 


Mr. Galij^y 

W. V. Clevelanj^i£ 

MELVIN ROBERT-LAIRD 

SPECIAL INQUIRY-NIXON ADMINISTRATION 


January 2, 1969 


Tolson . 


DeLoach . 

Mohr- 

Bishop — 

Cooper — 

Callahan . 
Conrad 
j Felt. 

I ^ifiosen — 
Sullivan . 
Tavel — 
Trotter _ 




Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy_ 



On December 23, 1968, John D. Ehrlichman, Legal 
Counsel to the President-elect, requested an investigation 
of Representative Laird who has been designated Secretary 6f 
Defense by Mr. Nixon. 


Representative Laird, aged 46, has been a United States 
Representative from Wisconsin since 1953. The investigation 
was favorable. Representative Laird is a member of the 
Subcommittee on Defense and the Subcommittee on Labor, Health, 
Education, and Welfare of the House Committee on Appropriations. 
Various Democratic and Republican members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, including its Chairman, Representative George H. I 
Mahon (Democrat) of Texas, highly recommended him. Senators 
William Proxmire and Gaylord Nelson, both Democrats, of /\ 

Wisconsin also furnished favorable comments. Representative Lair 
was described as an outstanding legislator and an excellent 
choice for the position of Secretary of Defense. 

Investigation is complete except for checks of 
the files of the Veterans Administration and the Passport Office, 
Department of State. 


ACTION: Attached for approval is a letter to Mr. Ehrlichman 
transmitting the results of our investigation of Representative 
Laird for courier delivery. 


Enc 

1 - Miss Gandy 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Auerswald 
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FBI WASH DC 


FBI BOSTON 

949 PM URGENT 1-6-69 SEM 


FEC3AL BUREAU OF iNVfcSriGAUUN 
U. S. EEPACTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATION SECT1P, 
JAN 61S69 A) 


TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA 


15 r. SWroa-I 

Mv. 'OcLoacSi-J 

1J£r. Kote-—; 

lt±r. Sishop- 

Hr. C?.s?or- 

Kr. Callahan- 

2£r. Conrad-. 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Gale-- 

Mr. Rosso__ 

Hr. Sulliveat- 

Mr. Vavel- 

Mr. Trotter.—— 

Gaiudy.- 


FROM BOSTON (161-2028)/ RUC/ 

l } 9 MELVIN ROBERT&AlW; JR., SPI, BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY-SEVEN LAs9r^ 

ri s- / 

V< FOR INFORMATION OF ATLANTA, NIXON ADMINISTRATION REQUESTED ' / 

EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE BY PRESIDENT ELECT. LAIRD BORN SEPTEMBER ONE, NINETEEN \ 


TWENTY-TWO, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AND IS MARRIED TO FORMER BARBARA 
MASTER. SERVED US NAVY NINETEEN FORTY-TWO TO NINETEEN FORTY-SIX, 

NSN THREE THREE ONE ZERO SIX FOUR. HE COMPLETED COURSE OF STUDY AT 
NAVALo.SUPPLY CORP.SCHOOL, WELLESLEY, MASS., WELLESLEY UNIT, WHICH 
WAS-tADMINISTERED BY HARVARD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, CAMBRIDGE/ 
MASS*-; DATES OF ENROLLMENT UNKNOWN BUT PRESUMABLY IN FALL OF NINETEEN 
FORT Y-THREE OR WINTER OF NINETEEN FORT Y-FOUR. INVESTIGATION AT 
BOSTON DETERMINED RECORDS FOR SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL FORWARDED TO US 
NAVAL SUPPLY CORP, ATHENS, GA. • 

ATLANTA AT ATHENS CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INQUIRY RE APPOINTEE'S 


EDUCATION AND SUTEL BUREAU JANUARY SIX. INSTANT 
BOSTON IS NOT SUBMITTING REPORT UACB. 


Tl*<- 
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FBI WASH DC 
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FBI WASH DC 

1025 AMJJRGENT 1/7/6S JDB 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND ST* LOUIS 


rEDZIML CURtAU OH 
, tf. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

■Txmrhunication section 

JAN 71369 

t f 
t * 

TELETY?# 7 ' 


OM ATLANTA 161-NEW 


Hr. _ 

Mr. 

Mr. :• _ 
Mr. 

Mr. Ci. 

Mir. CWJ 
I£r. Cc.i’f'ti.. 
Mr. 2?cx.„ 
Mr. Go 1 .*. 

1 I£r. ^s. 
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• Mr. "Oro. 
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• MELVIN ROBERTM.AIRD t JR. SPI, BUDED DECEMBER TWENTY-SEVEN, LAST. 


FOR INFORMATION OF ST. LOUIS, NIXON ADMINISTRATION 
REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD, WHO HAS BEEN 


J/M 

r p : - 


NAMED SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BY PRESIDENT ELECT. LAIRD BORN SEPTEMBER 
ONE, NINETEEN TWENTYTWO, OMAHA* NEBRASKA, AND IS MARRIED TO 
FORMER BARBARA MASTER, SERVED US NAVY NINETEEN FORTYTWO j 

TO NINETEEN FORTYSIX, NSN THREE THREE ONE ZERO SIX FOUR. HE / 

COMPLETED COURSE OF STUDY AT NAVAL SUPPLY CORP^SCEOOL, ' 

WELLESLEY, MASS., WELLESLEY UNIT, WHICH WAS ADMINISTERED 
BY HARVARD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

DATES OF ENROLLMENT UNKNOWN BUT PRESUMABLY IN FALL OF NINETEEN 
FORTYTHREE OR WINTER OF NINETEEN FORTYFOUR. INVESTIGATION 
AT BOSTON DETERMINED RECORDS FOR SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL FORWARDED 


TO US NAVAL SUPPLY CORP, ATHENS, GA. 




INVESTIGATION US NAVAL SUPPLY CORP SCHOOL, ATHENS, GA. 
REFLECTS THAT RECORDS CONCERNING STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED 


MOi p: I'^ded. 


*’• J o 01969 


THAT SCHOOL IN NINETEEN FORTYTHREE OR NINETEEN FORTYFOUR 


END PAGE ONE 
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A 


PAGE TWO 

ARE PRESENTLY LOCATED NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER, 

MI NE SEVEN ZERO ZERXL PAG E B OULE.VARD-^SI^^LOUXS- f —MLSSOURJ.>, 
RECORDS FOR STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED SCHOOL NINETEEN FORTYTHREE 
OR NINETEEN FORTYFOUR SH OULD BE IN SHIPMENT NUMBER__ONE,_ 
SEVEN THREE SIX THREE AND POSSIB LY BOXES NUMBERED SEVENT EE 
THROUGH FORTYTWO. 

ST. LOUIS CONDUCT~APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION. 
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./ W'- Mis* Gandy 

jr~ Mr. Gale 
• 1 - Mr. Cleveland 
v; 1 - Mr. Auerswald 
January 8, 1989 

FOR COURIER DELIVERY 


Honorable John D. Ehrliehmn 
Legal Counsel to 

President-elect Nixon 
Hotel Pierre 

Fifth Avenue and East 61st Street 
Hew York, New York 10021 

Dear Mr. Ehrliehman: 

Reference is made to my letter dated 
January 2, 1939, which furnished you a summary 
memorandum containing the results of investigation 
.-.conducted concerning Representative Melvin Robert 
C'Lairc 



Mohr 


Information has now been received 
indicating the files of the Vetorans Administration 
and the Passport Office, Department of State, 
contain no additional portinent information con¬ 
cerning Representative Laird. 


matter. 


This concludes the investigation in this 


Sincerely yours /j'J Sj ^ 


OJArpnh^W^ 
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MAIL ROCML 


TKLETYPC UNIT 


0 RETURN TO MR. AUj^R^ WALD, ROOM 1260. 
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nation 


. ' By Michael Gettler; 

Washhi^fconiPyst^Uff Writer. 


[ Melvi n R. Lajr(3, .P resident 
^axon's chiefpdomestie adviser,' 
is expected to ariridunpp' this 
week .that, 'he. VyiU leave his : 
White House post next .mohthj 
according to sources; close to 

fcaivA -y. /; : l>; •! 

The ; 60-vpar*qid r . fqfcmet De¬ 
fense Secretary‘ipd eight-term 
congressman ; from: Wisconsin is, 
expected to- take. ;a position as 
a senior executive with Reader’s 
Digest, these sources say; 

Laird-is aise expected to. as- 


oyer tus role as. 'tfie- auiinffis-' 
txation’s/friendly broker 6n, 
Oapltoi Hili . 

I . Laird'S .expected departure, 
from; the* White House comes: 
phtheheels/oftheresigpatioii 

pf'<36v f Nelson. ftqekefeller of 
New; Voi% Laird; privately 
and' ,pubiicly >: iias« : frequently 
spo'ken highly of Hpckefeller 
as onexof •fiiS'tqp choices fo** a 
number of ijdfe; including, De- 
fpnse* Secretary. ^Some observ¬ 
ers speculate -that if. Laird 
dqeg.sliow Vup^ti politics .again, 
it may -be ini.a, campaign with 


Gated that 1 his White House 
tour wps 'a tenilioi’ary'assigh- 
nierit; but associates say the ” 
former' lawmaker did. bailor 
gome aspirations to >be\npfiii- ! 
nated for the vice..presidency 
in the *wajce- of the resignation, 
of Vice President i^gnew in-: 
[October! Af ter ’House Hepubii- 
fcan leader (rerhld Pordy was ' 


orpinated -for that job* fair'd 
iqde it clear th$t dhee-Ford; 
: 3 s ,confirmed- the new -vice 


Inspection 


Laboratory ._ 

t & EvaL . 

P|L„v. 


Legal Coun._ 
Telephone Rm 
Director^ec’y 


not zxroSQ&y 
* DEC 271973 


The Washington Post D 5? 
Times Herald_ _fl 0 

The Evening Star (Washington) _ 

The Sunday Star (Washington)_ 

Daily Nows (New York) _ 

Sunday News (New York) _ 

New York Post____ 

The New York Times_ 

The Daily World --- 

The New Leader_ 

The Wall Street Journal_^_ 

The National Observer_. 

People’s W.orld _ 

DEC 191973 


0-19 (Rev. 9-11-73) 
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~ Federal Bureau of Investigation * r 
2 ^Records Sectio^Jl^ ** 

f2>3 --19— 

1 Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg. 
HH Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg. 

_1 Forward to File Review 

-j Attention__ 

— 1 Return to_ 

Supervisor Room Ext. 

Ty pe of References Requested: 

L. J Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

. /J A U^References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
L . Subversive References Only 
C- J Nonsubversive References Only 
I - I Main-References Only 

Ty pe of Search Requested: 

r 1 Restricted to Locality of- 

1 1 Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

L 1 Buildup I I Variations 


.. m, - ./ i/),. , , . r 

Snhjert r * 

Birthdate & Place_ _ .■-- ^ ~ 

Address_ L^3 _ vL _ Cl 


Localities 


7 3/ Searcher //o ) 

R#—Li —,—j Date L*— Initials f ^ f 

Prod._rl_L_ 

- FILE NUMBER SERIAL 

(A ? V /U - Jrzx 

— r YIMmSMUHAA 

~rx \ 1 

—t~ q-.s-nn’) 

—1 ?- S-3 A?P /. ■ . . 

>r" U. c l .-. _ 

jSE AJ -M'/SoC* _ 

:j- 4- ^ ISlKIZ 

r pv 

T-J (&' /1Q*3C'> J A- //! _ 

fM/ /•r*: ^ y _ 

) /. ■ > . f J)7' ?/,) 

K-j i ) -‘ A4//S. A 

ro' /re- 4 
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NUMEROUS REFERElJp 


^— y> . f fe? SLIP • r 

gii k j- JI&..L i /huA,t^,<y' ^ , 



FILE NUMBEF 
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\ f 


<3 

• i 


Cv 

■*\-4 


"\ 


‘vj 


Ass 


. Dir. . 




v* 


I 



MLEIft 


1 


mRi'l 1975 

JN&ftflS AfcISCffi 


March 13, 1975 


V 


MELVIN R.V LAIRD 


1 


7 V .VvfA, 0 | 


Captioned individual, who you advised was born 
September 1, 1922, at Marshfield-,-Nebraska, and is affiliated 
with'the ~”Reader r s Digest,” 1730 Rhode Island Avenue, Northwest, 
Washington,- D.C., was the subject of an applicant-typo investi¬ 
gation conducted by the FBI in late 1963 and 1969. A copy of 
the FBI summary investigation dated January 2, 1969, concerning 
Melvin Robert Laird is attached. (161-5792-28)* 


Our files also reveal that Mr. Laird served as 
Secretary of Defense for four years until he "semi-retired.” 

In June, 1973, he accepted a position as Chief Domestic Advisor 
to the President where he remained until December, 1973, v;hen 
he became a Senior Executive with "Reader’s Digest.” 


i bG 
b7C 


In addition, our files indicate that in January, 1972, 
the FBI conducted an investigation under provisions of Public 


Law 298 concernin gf 


. _^Mr. Laird’s 

The investigation revealed 


on March 13, 1971. 
that while atten ding East Tennessee St ate University, Johnson 

]of the local chapter of 


City, Tennessee, . ___ ..... _ _, 

the Student Mobilization Committee, a communist front antiwar 


organization. Also _ 
charged with desecration o 


Jwas arrested in July, 1969, and 


\ 


the American flag as he was wearing 
a vest made of the American flag. The charges were drooped. Li I n 
(62-104206-124) REC 68 Tfo( / £ ,j W 

The central files of the FBI, including the files of 1 

the Identification Division, contain no additional pert inent, 
information concerning captioned individual based upon back¬ 
ground information submitted in connection with this name;. n w ^975 
check request. M ,v ‘ ; 


Enclosure 


- -4 


Dop. AD Adre. __ 
Dep. AD Jnv. — 


OatVOfcEO BY L1V..D:* b6 


o:-' W' Li 


b7C 


Asst. Dir.: f 

Admin. CS-A EJK :_ysc 

Comp. Sys|4:— ^ 


(4) 


J Ext. Affairs- wypT? . 

Fll.a a Com. _i ■ -NO IE . 


Per request of [ 


Gon. Inv. . 
Idenf.- 


(Security), the White House. 


Loborotory- 

Plan. & Eval. — 

Spoc. Inv.- 

F Training 





(V 





PLAINTEXT 


' TELETYPE 


URGENT 


FEBRUARY ]9, ]976 

TO SACS WASHINGTON FIELD (3 6]-5232) - ENG-s—f44— r . 

MILWAUKEE (] 6] -459) 

LOS ANGELES (]6]-]348) . ' . 

NEW YORK (3 6] -2698) njl 0 * 1 , r 

BALTIMORE vy\f ) 

Is' ALEXANDRIA /' 

ST. LOUIS 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI 


1-5792) 


MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, SPECIAL INQUL 
] 976, WITHOUT FAIL. "~~}DG / VI fJ £\ 


BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 


BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT VERY EXPEDITE SPECIAL 
INQUIRY TO BRING UP TO DATE A SPECIAL INQUIRY CONDUCTED CONCERNING 
LAIRD IN DECEMBER, 3968. HE IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR A 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION NOT INDICATED. 

BORN SEPTEMBER ], 3922, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AND RESIDES 
5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE, BETHESDA, MARYLAND. SEE WHO'S WHO, 38TI^ j 
EDITION, PAGE ]786, FOR BACKGROUND DATA WHICH INDICATES LAIRD’fV'-^- 
A FORMER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, IS A SENIOR COUNSELLOR FOR 
READER'S DIGEST, HIS BUSINESS ADDRESS IN MARCH, 3975, WAS 
LISTED AS 3730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Assoc. Dir. - 

Dcp. AD Adm. 
Dep. AD Inv. _ 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. . 

Comp. Syst. __ 
Ext. Affairs _ 
F ilcs 8. Com. . 

Gen. Inv.- 

Ident. ——- 

Inspection- 

Intell. — 

Laboratory __ 

Plan. & Eval. 

Spoc. Inv. - 

Training _ 

Legal Coun. — 
Telephone Rm. 
DirectfwS^c'y * 


NOTE: Request received today, 
OJA:mal . f) 

(6) r .L*A. 

/>' 


\ 




m, -s , 7^- L n 




£MS. io:VSnA “ ^ 

- 1 J .. FE8 24 19/5 

«ii)(.,?/ j 

. i :J y ,,« 


(JS 


RETURN TO MR. AUERSWALDy-ROOM 3117 

T / GPO:! 


GPO : 1915 O - 50! 


TELETYPE UNIT 



PAGE TWO 

REFER TO URFILES CONTAINING RESULTS OF DECEMBER, 3968, 
INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD WHO WAS THEN A UNITED STATES 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM WISCONSIN. BRING UP TO DATE. 

WASHINGTON FIELD IMMEDIATELY ASCERTAIN CURRENT ADDRESSES 
OF CLOSE RELATIVES AND SET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS AT ONCE. 

CONDUCT NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION OF LAIRD UNLESS SOME 
REASON INDICATING ADVISABLE TO DO SO ARISES, AT WHICH 
TIME BUREAU AUTHORITY SHOULD BE REQUESTED. 

FOR INFORMATION WASHINGTON FIELD A NAME CHECK WAS MADE 
RE LAIRD BY ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION IN FEBRUARY, ]969. 

WHITE HOUSE DESIRES ORAL READING ON RESULTS OF THIS 
INVESTIGATION ON A.M., FEBRUARY 27, ]976. THEREFORE, IT IS 
IMPERATIVE RESULTS REACH BUREAU ON OR BEFORE BUDED WITHOUT 
FAIL. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED. 

SPIN. 


END 




sbmbapuua f /£?■■ M USB ONLY; 

10:31PM URGENT 2- IS-TG^S JP.* ~^T°) Tg | 

TO WASHINGTON FIELD (161-5232) ^ t / ■ 

MILWAUKEE <161-459) ' ^\RR 

LOB ANGELES (161-1348) .'■ ■- v 0|S ^ 

NEW YORK (161-2698) . ^ \/ 

BALTIMORE . " i 8 

ALEXANDRIA S 8 i 

Sic LOUIS / /' 

FROM DIRECTOR (161-5 792) * ’ ' 

aELVIS ROBERT'LAIRD, SPECIAL INQUIRY , BUDED FEBRUARY 26, b6 

b7C 

1976, WITHOUT FAIL. / 

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT VERY EXPEDITE SPECIAL 

INQUIRY TO BRIJfG UP TO DAT^ A SPECIAL INQUIRY CONDUCTED CONCERNING 

v 

LAIRD IN DECEMBER, 1968, HE IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR A 


PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION NOT INDICATOR/) 

BORN SEPTEMBER 1, 1922^ OHAKjr^^S^aXiVi' r.ViD RESIDES 
5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE , Sfi^'BfiDA^MARYLAMD. S EE WHO ' S _kiiO-~-3.Di:]L 
BJITIGM ^ PABE 1 7SSS ^ FOR j 5A ^GgOUjl ILJ2&TA^^^ INDICATES LAIRD, 



fsysvm 

L.'-aALTIMORC. 







OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY tVM FOinON 

GSA YFMK U1 CF«) 101-11.5 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


>0 


: Mr. Cleveland 


date: 2-19-76 


-J*OM ' : G. R. Steel 


/> 

/ 

subject: SPECIAL INQUIRIES 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

We have today re _ 

-fo r, investigations o f t h e fo il' 
for Presidential appointments, 





A**oc. Dir.- 

Dap. AD Adm. __ 

Dcp. AD Inv._ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. ______ 

Comp. Syst._ 

Ext. Affairs _ 

Filos & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv._ 

Went. . 


Laboratory_ 

Legol Court. ___- 
Plan. & Evo>.<_ 

JS&F**- - 

^Training_ 

Tolephonc Rm. __ 

Director Seo,'y . 


>d__re quests from The Wh ite House 
.who. are being considerecT 
positions not indicated: 


*6 


Robert Dani el -ffitnfpriy , aged 


or, 


honorary- 


chairman of the Board, Corning Glass International, 

New York., New York, and former Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs 

Stephen Aides, aged 63, President, Association of 
American - "Railroads, Washington, D. C., and former 
Secretary of the Army 

Melvin R .. Laird, aged 53, senior counsellor, 

'"Reader's Digest, 11 Washington, D. C., former 
Secretary of Defense, and former Counsellor to 
the President for Domestic Affairs 

On February 17, 1976, the Presid ent announced, the. 
creation of an oversight board perta i n ing"to intelligence'operations 
with Murphy to serve as Chairman and Aides to serve as a member. 
Another member of the board is Leo Cherne, Executive Director.of 
the Research Institute of America, Incorporated, New York, 

New York. We previously conducted Special Inquiries concerning 
Cherne in.April, 1971, and December, 1975, and those investigations 
were generally favorable. 

A CTION: : The requested investigations of Murphy, Ailes, and Laird 

have been ordered separately to the field and Bureau files are 
being checked. You will be advised of any unusual developments. 

The' field has been instructed to conduct no neighborhood investi¬ 


gation in these cases without prior Bureau approval. 



Callahan 
Adams 


Wanna11 



Cleveland 

Steel 

Auerswald 



Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Federal Bureau* of Il.r^Qstigation 
Records Section /y 

.. b6 

/ b7 v 

___- 

, IQ—±?C> 

k 




Ty pe of References Requested: 

LI-~ ] Regujgj~R e^uesT~(Analytical Search) 

L.rd 'flll References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
i . .1 Subversive References Only 

1 Nonsubversive References Oiiiy 
L 1 Main_References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: / 

L.. j Restricted to Locality - 

L I Exact Name Onl y (Or/ the Nose)^——• 

1 1 Buildup 1 ^--A VTfriations 



X. 62- 078/9-MS^// 
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NUMEROUS REFEREN? 

f * A v 


,SEARCH SLIP 


Subj: <£! 


€? 


Supervisor 


ben 


.Date __ 


_Room_ 

Searcher^. 

Jnitial 


Prod. 


FILE NUMBER 


/ (&&* VV 


SERIAL 
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.Cl?11/7 MI PLALfl 


*>Y 


FEDERAL BUREftli OF ItWESIlliATlOPi 

COMMUHICftTiOWS SECTION 

FEB 2 4.1976 .\ 


5:33PK Kim. 2/?4/16 KfiV 
TC : MRECTCR (161-579?) 


FROM: MILWAUKEE (161-4 59) (p|fcl 


MELVIN ROBSR’r'LAIRD; SPItf, EUDED FEBRUARY 26, 1376, WITHOUT 


f/s IL. 


^asoe. Dir.- 

Dep.-A.D.-Adm... 
Dep.-A.D.-Inv—- 
Asst Dir.: 

Admin. - 

Comp. Syst. ~~ 
Ext. Affairs - 
Files & Com. - 
Gen. Inv.- 

I dent. ——-- 

Inspection - 

Intell. --— 

Laboratory — 
Plan. & EvaL 

Spec. Inv.- 

Training-- 

Legal Coun. — 
Telephone | 
Direct^ Secfr^ 


re bureau teletype tc ufo and others, February 19 , 1976 , 




akd vfo teletype to bureau and others, February so, 1 S 76 . 

ASSOCIATE: OK IXSTftivT DATE, ED VARD v, HELLER (RETIRED), 
4 1 L VEST BLODGETT AVi . , MARSHFIELD, VIS., A N ASSOCIATE OF 
APPOINTEE, ’"AS CONTACTED AKD ADVISED HIS CLOSE, PERSONAL 
ASSOCIATION V ITH APPOINTEE HAS CONTINUED UP TO THE PRESENT 
DATE. HELLER POINTED O'JT THAT APPOINTEE VISITS MARSHFIELD 
FC-mR OR FIVE TIMES PER YEAR TO VISIT HIS MOTHER , HELEN C. 
L4IRD. HELLER CONTI DUES TO HAVE HIGH RESPECT FOR APPOINTEE’£ 
INTEGRITY AMD CHARACTER AMD FEELS STRONGLY THAT APPOINTEE IS 
HONORABLE INDIVIDUAL POSSESSING EXCELLENT REPUTATION . , • ,t 


ARREST: 


ELLSNT REPUTATION. , ■ , ,r 
MARSHFIELD PD, REVIEWED HIS 


DEPARTMENT'S RECORDS ON FEERUARY pi , 1376, STATING HE COULD 

API) „ ' 

LOCATE NO RECORD irSSTIFlAELS IT H MRS. HELEN C. LAIRD 6 iQ^q 

(APPOINTEE'S MOTHER) , ?B£ SOUTH CHERRY STREET, MARSHFIELD. . 







f.i isi-4 59 page tv;c • 

Civ FEE?. U ARY 2-3, 197$, THROUGH DISCREET INVESTIGATION, 
IT ':'AS VERIFIED THAT MRS. LaIRD CONTINUES TO RESIDE AT 
Bb'd SOUTH CHERRY STREET IK MARSHFIELD. 

CN FEERuAF.Y 2^, 197S, THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WERE 
CONTACTED AT THEIR RESPECTIVE AGENCIES VITH NO RECORD BEING 
LOCATED IDENTIFIABLE WITH APPOINTEE I I 


ray MC GINMS, CHIEF OF POLICE, CHETEK, WISCONSIN PD; 

EARROtJ COUNTY, WISCONSIN 


SHERIFF'S OFFICE 


WISCONSIN PD| AND 


J, RECORDS CLERK, EAU CLAIRE, 
], RECORDS CLERK,’EAU CLAIRE, 


CCUIJTY, WISCONSIN SHERIFF'S OFFICE. 

OK FEBRUARY 23, 1976, THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WERE 
CONTACTED AT THEIR RESPECTIVE AGENCIES WITH NO RECORD BEING 
LOCATED IDENTIFIABLE WITH | | : 

CHARLES GRANT, SHERIFF,' ST. CROIX COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 

Hudson, wis.; perry larsck, chief of police, river falls, 


Wisconsin pd. la.rson added that 

l telephone [ 


reside 


, and that he is 



END PAGE TWO 
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fil 1 SI-45$ PAGE TKSEE 

FAKILIA3 V/ITK THE IS RESID2KC£ WHICH IS LOCATED Civ I 

t 

hace, mo report eeixg suemttsd. 

ARM I u - 1S TRA TIVE: OK INSTANT DATE, A FILE REVIEW OF 
MI 1 fci-16393 , CAPTIONED "VIETNAM MORATORIUM COMMITTEE ; SM" 
REFLECTS T*jO NEWSPAPER ARTICLES RE APPOIXTES l 


BOTH ARTICLES APPEARED IK WISCONSIN STATE UNIVERSITY 


(Ea u CLaIRE, V.'IS.) NEWSPAPER ENTITLED, "THE SPECTATOR" CD 
CCTCEER 9, 19€9, 

THE FIRST ARTICLE, WRITTEN BY| 


IS HEADLINED 


"war MEMORIAL, mar PROTEST - MORATORIUM F'JSES IDEALCGICA.L 
EXTREMES" ADD DESCRIEES RALLY TO TAKE PLACE OCTOBER 15, 1569. 
ThTS RALLY '-LAS DESCRIEED IN THE ARTICLE AS THE VIETNAM 


MORATORIUM Ma.RCH ARE THE PERTINENT PART OF ARTICLE AS IT 
RELATES TO | ~| IS QUOTED AS FOLLOWS: 

"THREE SPEAKERS WERE CHOSEN AS 'INDIVIDUALS AND NCT 
REPRESENTING ANY CERTAIN GROUPS’ TO SPEAK AT THE PRE-MARCH 

rally at 7 p.k. ix oven park, they are I 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


end page thsee 
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MI 161-45S Page four 


MELVIH LAIRD 


1 


Had not given consent to SPEAK before the meeting, kf has 


SINCE REFUSED THE REGUEST. (SEE LETTER TO THE EDITOR, PAGE 2). 
ALSO CONTINUED IN THIS EDITION OF THE NEWSPAPER IS | 

I LETTER TO THE EDITOR '•'HICK IS HEADLINED. I 
EXPLAINS DECISION" WITH REMAINDER OF HIS LETTER OL'OTED AS 


FOLLOWS: 

"TO THE EDITOR: I WAS ASKED BY THE VIETNAM MORATORIUM 
COMMITTEE TO SPEAK AT A RALLY EEFORE THE MARCH. I DECLINED 
THE INVITATION. I V.’O’JLD LIKE TO TAKE THIS GPPORRTUHITY TO 
EXPLAIN MY DECISION, NOT TO MAKE EXCUSES FOR IT. 

I FELT THAT USING MY NAME, EECAUSE OF MY FATHER’S 
POSITION, TO DRAW ATTENTION AND PUBLICITY HAS A TERRIELE 

mistake and seemed to take away from the basic purpose of 

THE MORATORIUM. IF YOU BELIEVE IN SOMETHING, PUBLICITY 
SHOULD NOT EE OF ANY IMPORTANCE. HOTEVER , I DC GIVE MY 

support to the moratorium and urge others to do sc. 

I FEEL THAT THE VIETNAM WAR IS GROSSLY IMMORAL AND IT 
IS TIME FOR THE END. AS CONCERNED STUDENTS IN THIS COUNTRY V'E 


END PAGE FO'JR 




• • 

* 

*• ' > 

mi i6i-45S page five 

HAVE THE POWER TO CONTROL OijR FUT'JRE AND IT IS TIME TO GRASP 


THIS POWER. A MARCH ESIKGS ATTENTION, BUT REVOLUTION BRINGS 
ACTION.” (SIGNED I 


b6 
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IT IS KGTED SA [ 
MILWAUKEE, VIS.; SA 


CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION AT 


MARSHFIELD. V/IS.i SA 


CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION AT 

CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION 


at Hudson and river falls, wis.; and sa eugene i. sa.ther 

CCiJD]jCTED INVESTIGATION AT CHETEK AND EAU CLAIRE, V.-IS. 

PERSONS CONTACTED IN CONNECTION WITH THIS INVESTIGATION 
l. 1 ERE ADVISED OF THE CONFIDENTIALITY AND DISCLOSURE PROVISIONS 
OF THE PRIVACY ACT CF lS>74. 

END . 
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Dale: 

2/24/76 


PLAINTEXT 



(Type in plaintext 

or code) 

TELETYPE 

NITEL 



f Precedence) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL) AND 
SACS, ALEXANDRIA NEW HAVEN 

NEW YORK (161-2698) 

SAN DIEGO SAN FRANCISCO 


FROM: SAC, WFO (161-5232) 1/ 

MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD. SPECIAL INQUIRY. -BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 
1976, WITHOUT FAIL 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE DATED FEBRUARY 19, 1976, CARBON 
COPY NEW YORK AND ALEXANDRIA. 

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT VERY EXPEDITE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY TO BRING UP TO DATE A SPECIAL INQUIRY 
CONDUCTED CONCERNING. LAIRD IN DECEMBER, 1968 . HE IS 
BEING' CONSIDERED FOR A PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION . 
NOT INDICATED. 

BORN SEPTEMBER 1, 1922, OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AND RESIDES 
5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE, BETHESDA, MARYLAND. SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER 392-14-5736. ^ 1 - \ ~ 

THE FOLLOWING ARE ASSOCIATES. OF THE APPOINTEE :-- j I 

I - OPERATION^' 


'xtJZD 

•9?6 


r Ij- Bureau 
^1-Tickler 
1-WFO 

RFQ:smv 

3 




Approved:. 




Special Agent in Charge 


-M Per 


56 APR 2 2 1976 

















FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 


Transmit the following in . 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Precedence) 


PAGE TWO WO 161-5232 


_I, READERS 

/ • 

DIGEST, PLEASANTVILLE, NEW YORK, 914-769-7000; THE HONORABLE 


THE HONORABLE STEVEN DEROUNIAN, 15 CATERET PLACE, GARDEN 
GITY, NEW YORK, OFFICE 516-535-3312, HOME 516-PI2-8585; 

THE HONORABLE DAVID PACKARD, HEV/LET^ - PACKARD COMPANY, 
EALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE 415-493-1501; GENERAL 

~| UNITED STATES AIR FORCE (RETIRED), 
I^SILCO CORPORATION, 1000 RESEARCH PARKWAY, MERIDEN, . 
CONNECTICUT, OFFICE 203-634-2002; THE HONORABLE BARRY J. 
SHILLITO, TELEDYNE - RYAN, 2701 HARBOR DRIVE, SAN DIEGO, 
CALIFORNIA, 714-291-7311. 

WHITE HOUSE DESIRES ORAL READING ON RESULTS OF THIS 
INVESTIGATION ON A.M. FEBRUARY 27, 1976. THEREFORE, IT IS 
IMPERATIVE RESULTS REACH BUREAU ON OR BEFORE BUDED WITHOUT 


FAIL 


. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED.. 

ALL OFFICE HANDLE APPROPRIATE INTERVIEWS OF ASSOCIATES. 
NEW YORK VERIFY EMPLOYMENT AT READERS DIGEST PERSONNEL 


OFFICE AT PLEASANTVILLE, NEW YORK. 
END. 


Approved:. 


Special Agent in Charge 












x> 

£ FEDERAL BU30U1 OP' ' 

* COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
FEB? A 1976 /- 

mom' 


NR 00 7 SL 


PL 


1:45PM NITSL 2-24-76 TJO 
TO DIRECTOR (161-5792) 

WASnIMGTOM FIELD (161-5232) 


FROM ST. LOUIS (161-NPRC-C) tRUC) 

O 'O 

MELVIN ROBERtaAlRD, SPI, BUDED: 


Assoc. Dir.-S 

Dcp.-A-D.-Ato.-* 

Dep.-A.D.-I^*-—1 

Asst Dir. 2 1 

Admin.--—^ 

Comp. Syst ——« . 
Ext Affairs -- ; 
Files & Com. —Jj 

Gen. Inv.-- ; 

Ident.-—— 

Inspection ——\ 

Intell. -—— 

Laboratory -- 

Plan. & Eral —- 
Spec. Lav. ■■— ; 
Training ——' 
Legal Conn. -— 
Telephone Em# — 
Dixeetar Seefy 

jadfAbfiL _ 


BUDED: FEBRUARY 26, 1976, WITHOUT FAIL. 


) REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WASHINGTON FIELD, FEBRUAPY 19, 

1976, WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE NITEL TO BUREAU, FEBRUARY 20, 1976. c 
INVESTIGATION AT NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER-CIVILIAN —~ 
CNPRC-C), ST. LOUIS, -MISSOURI, FAILED TO LOCATE OFFICIAL PERSONNEL 
FOLDER (OPF) FOR APPOINTEE’S EMPLOYMENTS AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, 1969 TO 1972; OR AS DOMESTIC ADVISER TO PRESI¬ 
DENT, WASHINGTON, D.C., 1973 TO 1974. 5'7C\O^Q) ^ 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE. IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE 

AND REVIEW OPF AT THE WHITE HOUSE PERSONNEL OFFICE. *1 

APR 6 i976 




nlfi 

\Y 


j J 





2b APR 2 2 1976 



o 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


FF«2biS' 


O V* 



LA 073 

NR 006 LAi/f’LAIN 
12:3PM X'lTEL 2-25-76 JEM 
TO DIRECTOR (161*5792) 

FROM /oS ANGELES ( 1 61-134S^(P-IJC )' 

IMELViN ROBERtPlAIRD , SPECIAL I NflUIRY , BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 1976, 
WITHOUT FAIL . 

REBUTEL TO WASHINGTON FIELD FEBRUARY 19, 1976 AND 
WASHINGTON FIELD TEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY 2 1, 197 6. 

ARREST RECORD: 

NO ARREST RECORD LOCATED IDENTIFIABLE WITH APPOINTEE ’? 


: Pep- 

Pep. A 0 -Inv._ 

I As*t " 

j Admin _ 

! Cory iP SyaL _ 

Affairs . 
Files & Com. . 
Gen. Iny.__ 

Ident____ 

Inspection _ 

IntelL_ 

Laboratory __ 

Plan. & EvaL _ 

Spec. Inr. ______ 

Training: _ 

Le^al Couel _ 

Telephone Khl _ 



$ 


c 



b6 

b7C 


J^POLICE DEPARTMENT ; LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA , 
POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 


SHERIFF *S OFFICE. 

VERIFICATION OF RESIDENCE OF RELATIVES: 


lU-JW'S/ 

NOT recorded 
2P APR 6 1976 


] advised she IS acquainted WITH 


yf. 






5b APR 2 2 1976 



AS NEIGHBORS AND BELIEVES THEM TO BE PERSONS OF GOOD 
CHARACTER, ASSOCIATES, REPUTATION, AND LOYALTY. SHE 
SAID I I AT CALIFORNIA STATE 

COLLEGE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

ADMI NI STRATIVE : 

ALL INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED WERE APPRISED OF THE PROVISION 
OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THOSE REQUESTING CONFIDENTIALITY HAVE 


BEEN SO TOTED 



nm«h. fi M KeAU 0F "IVES’!IGaTION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION • 

myopia 




NY 019 X 

NR 003 NY mClN 

200 PM URGENT 2/25/76 ATL 


m 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: ADIC, NEW YORK (161-2695^0^/ 

MELVIN ROBErPlAIRD, SPI, BUDED: FEB. 26, 1976 
n RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO NEW YORK, FEB. 19, 1976. 


Assoc. 1>ir.__: 

Dep.-A.D.-Adm.— 

Dep.-A.D.-Inv_ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin._] 

Comp. Syst._! 

Ext. Affairs _ 

Files <£ Com. _ 

Gen. Inv._ 

Ident.. 

Inspection _ 

Intel! _ 

Labs rat,ry - 

Plan. & EvaL _ 

Spec. Inv._ 

Training __ 

Legal Court _ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y_ 


//SJEEh 

** 4(3821 


ON FEB. 24, 1976, 


PERSONNEL DEPT., CHICAGO 


PNEUMATIC TOOL COMPANY, 6 E. 44TH ST., NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 
ADVISED APPOINTEE IS CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 


DIRECTORS FOR ABOVE COMPANY. ADDED SHE IS NOT PERSONALLY 
Acquainted with laird nor are there any board members currently 


s 


available for comment re laird. 





OIv FEB. 25, 1976, GEORGE JENKINS, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, 

- -----ioYVJlC ORDED 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE, 1 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK, NEiv^YOJ^ 
ADVISED APPOINTEE IS CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 

■ n in i f pc tf 

DIRECTORS, METROPOLITAN LIFE. HAS 3EEN ON BOARD SINCE [974 

1 ... i 

AND ATTENDED 20 MEETINGS. DESCRIBED LAIRD AS CAPABLE, 
INTELLIGENT, INTERESTED. HAS IMPRESSIVE BACKGROUND AND IS 
WELL RESPECTED BY OTHER BOARD MEMBERS. KNOWS OF NO DEROGATORY 
INFORMATION. WOULD RECOMMEND. (\ 

t: §b APR 22 1976<X (1 tW—' 


6 j1376 





c 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF IBXESfiWiTlOh 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

FEB 25 1976 

/ //" 

teletype; 


O-r 



m 002 AX FLA IK 

7 :/J0 PM NIT EL FEE^ 25, 1976 VAN 
TO: DIRECTOR (161-5792) 

FROM: ALEXANDRIA Cl 61-3446 >( 

KELVIN /o&ER'fi.AIRD, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUREAU DEADLINE: 
FEBRUARY 26,^ 1976, WITHOUT FAIL. 



Aaaoc. Dir. _ 

Dep.-AJ>.-A<hn^.. 

Dep.-A-D.-Inv._ 

Asat Dir.: 

Admin.__ 


Comp. Syst_ 

Ext Affairs_ 

Pflee & Com._ 

Gen. Inv._ 

Ident_ 


Inspection 
Intell._ 


Laboratory_ 

Plan. & EvaL _ 

Spec. Inv._ 

Training _ 

Legral Coon. _ 

Telephone R m. _ 

[ Director Sag*y_ 


$ 


RFFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALEXANDRIA, FEBRUARY 19, 1976. 

CAUSED A SEARCH TO BE MADE 


SPECIAL CLERK 


AND WAS 


ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 24, 1976, [ 


CONTAINED NOTHING 


/ 


b3 

b6 

b7C 


DE ROGATORY CONCER NING THE APPLICANT. 

' CAUSED A SEARCH TO BE MADE 


SPECIAL CLERK 



J, AND WAS ADVISED / 


ON FEBRUARY 24, 1976, 


CONTAINED NO PERTINENT 


IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE APPLICANT'S SPOUSE, 
BARBARA LAIRD, NEE MASTERS. 

ICAUSED A SEARCH TO BE MADE OF 


b6 

b7C 


SPECIAL CLERK 


THE FILES OF THE ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA, POLICE DEPARTMENT, LS ***> 

AND WAS ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 24,. 1976, THAT NO RECORD WAS LOCATED^ 

not recorded* 

CONCERNING THE APPLICANT.- . 23 ftpR Q 1g76 


ON FEBRUARY 20, 1976, SPECIAL AGENT [ 





o 


PAPE 


TWO 



ALEXANDRIA FILE J51-3446 


REVIEWED THE OFFICIAL PERSONNEL FOLDER (OPF) OF MELVIN R. 
LAIRD, DATE OF BIRTH SEPTEMBER 1, 1922, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 


392-14-5736, AT THE PERSONNEL DATA BRANCH, OF FICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (OSD), THE PENTAGON. THE OPF CONTAINED 
THE FOLLOWING PERTINENT INFORMATION SUBSEQUENT TO DECEMBER, 


1S SS : 

DATE 


ACTION 


JANUARY 22, 1969 
JANUARY 30, 1973 


JUNE 17, 1973 
JUNE 15, 1973 

JANUARY 31, 1974' 


PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT AS 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 

RESIGNATION FROM PRESIDENTIAL 

APPOINTMENT-EXCEPTED APPOINTMENT 

(EA> NOT TO EXCEED CNTE) JUNE 
30, 1973, AS A CONSULTANT, OSD. 
SEPARATION - APPOINTMENT IN 
WHITE HOUSE AS CONSULTANT. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT AS 
COUNSELLOR TO. THE PRESIDENT FOR 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. 

RESIGNATION ft ACCEPT A POSITION 



PA€F. THREE 


ALEXANDRIA-FILE 161-3446 
IN PRIVATE INDUSTRY. 


FEBRUARY 1, 1974 

JULY 1, 1974 

JULY 1, 1975 


EA, NTE , JUNE 3% 1974, INTER¬ 
MITTENT AS A CONSULTANT TC THE 
OSD . 


CONVERSION TO EA, NTE, JUKE 32, 
1975 , AS A CONSULTANT TO OSD. 

CONVERSION TO EA , NTE, JUNE 315, 


1976, AS A CONSULTANT TO OSD. 


THE FILE CO NT Al NED__SE VER AL PRESIDENTIAL^ COMMEND AT 10 NS 
AND AWARDS.^' ” 

—-UlTTirfRUARY 23, 1976, SPECIAL AGENT I _ 

REVIEWED THE SECURITY FILE OF MELVIN R. LAIRD, DATE OF BIRTH 
SEPTEMBER 1 , 1922j r AT MARSHFIELD , WISCONSIN, SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER 392-14”5756, AT'THE PERSONNEL SECURI TY BRANCH, O FFICE 

OF THE SECRETARY Of DEFENSE (OSD 5 , THE PENTAGON . THE FILE 

CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

DATE CLEARANCE 

JANUARY 22, 1969 TOP gCOnCTl BASED ON A BACKGROUND 

INVESTIGATION COMPLETED BY THE 




o 

o 


w 

O 


PAGE FOUR 


JANUARY 25, 1974 


ALEXANDRIA FILE 161-3446 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION’ 
(FBI), JANUARY 2, 1969 ; GRANTED BY 
WILLIAM QUINLAN, DIRECTOR, 

PERSONNEL SECURITY BRANCH. 

TOP SECRET ; E ASED ON A BACKGROUND 
INVESTIGATION COMPLETED JANUARY 
2, 19 69 , BY THE FBI ,_C1 TAPM’PC-- / 

u- 


L It*'' 


IERW-NA1KU JUNE iW'T'iy 15 . _ ' > 

(v- CL/ 

THE FILE CONTAINED NO DEROGATORY INFORMATION OR SECURITj^_ 

VIOLATIONS. ' A^O'^ 

THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED BY SPECIAL AGENT 1 (e 




TO THE SECRETARY OF 


fir 


DEFENSE, ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 23, 197S, THAT THE APPOINTEE 
SFRVED AS THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FROM JANUARY 22, 1969, TO 
JANUARY 30, 1973, I 


b6 

b7C 


STATED 


APPOINTEE FOR HIS ENTIRE TENURE AS THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 
SHE CHARACTERIZED HIM AS A GREAT PERSON AMD WORKER WHO IS 
VERY CONCERNED ABOUT HIS EMPLOYEES * I I KNEW OF NOTHING 



PAGE FIVE • ALEXANDRIA FILE 1S1-344S 

DEROGATORY RELATIVE TO THE CHARACTER, ASSOCIATES, REPUTATION, 

OR LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OF THE APPOINTEE, 

AND SHE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR ANY GOVERNMENT POSITION. 
SERGEANT MAJOR l ~1 

I . OFFICE OF SECURITY OF DEFENSE, ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 
23, 1976, THAT SHE SERVED IN HER PRESENT POSITION WHEN THE 

APPOINTEE WAS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FROM JANUARY 22, 1969 , TO 

JANUARY 30, 1973. SERGEANT MAJOR I | RESPECTED AND ADMIRED 

THE APPOINTEE A GREAT DEAL. SHE KNEW OF NOTHING DEROGATORY 

RELATIVE TO HIS CHARACTER, ASSOCIATES, REPUTATION, OR LOYALTY 

TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, AND SHE WOULD RECOMMEND HIM 
FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT. 

THE HONORABLE l I 

| FOR MANPOWER AND RESERVE AFFAIRS, ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 

23, 1976, THAT HE WORKED SEVERAL STAFF POSITIONS UNDER THE 

APPOINTEE WHEN HE WAS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND HE WOULD HIGHLY 
RECOMMEND THE APPOINTEE FOR ANY POSITION IN THE UNITED STATES 

KNEW OF NOTHING DEROGATORY. RELATIVE TO THE 


G OVER NMENT 




o 


PAGE SIX 


ALEXANDRIA FILE 1 SI -3446 


CHARACTER, ASSOCIATES , REPUTATION, OR LOYALTY TO THE UNITED 

STATES GOVERNMENT OF THE APPOINTEE. 

I I PEPUTY SECRETARY OF 

DEFENSE, ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 23, 1976, THAT HE HAD ONLY OCCA¬ 
SIONALLY COME IN CONTACT WITH THE APPOINTEE WHEN HE WAS 


b6 

b7C 


-/ 


SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, BUT THAT BASED ON THIS CONTACT SHE WOULD 

HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AMD CONFIDENCE IN 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. . 

THE HONORABLE ROEERT ELLSWORTH, DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 

ADVISED ON FEBRUARY 23, 1S76, THAT HE HAD SERVEED UNDER THE 

APPOINTEE IN SEVERAL POSITIONS WHEN THE APPOINTEE WAS * 

SECRETARY OF.DEFENSE-, ELLSWORTH STATED THAT THE APPOINTEE IS 
EXTREMELY COMPETENT IN ALL' AREAS AND HE KNEW OF NOTHING 
DEROGATORY RELATIVE TO HIS CHARACTER, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES, 

AND LOYALTY TO THE UNITED, STATES GOVERNMENT ,■ AND HIGHLY 

RECOMMENDED HIM TO A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. ■ 

LEAD. ALEXANDRIA. AT ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA. WILL FORWARD 

RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS OF ADDITIONAL REFERENCES AND ASSOCIATES 



© 


V 

PAGE SEJ/EN ALEXANDRIA FILE 161-3446 

* 

i . , 

WHEB SAME BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

END. 


PLS ACK S 







FEB 2 6 19 


NRfc 1L CE PLAVfv 


6:47PM NITZL FEBRUARY 26, 1976 JDC 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


CHARLOTTE (161-637) 
sertQaird, JR*. SPI 




MELVIN ROBERr'LAlRD, , SPIN. BUDED FEBRUARY 27 , 1976. 
RE WFO TELCALL, FEBRUARY 26, 1976. 

RESIDENCE OF 


Assoc. Dir.- 

Dep.-A. D.-AdnL—- 

Dep.-A. D.-Inv.- 

\<st. Dir : 

Admin._ 

Comp. Syst. - 

Ext. Affairs- 

Piles & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv.- 

I dent.- 

Inspection- 

Intel!.. 

Laboratory - 

Plan. & EvaL _ 

Spec. Inv. ■ 
Training 

Legal Coun. - 

Telephone Ran. _ 
THrector See** _ 


1 VERIFIED, APPOINTEE l 

ENJOY EXCELLENT REPUTATION IN COMMU NITY ._NO IDENTIFICATION 

RECORD LOCATED WITH CLERK OF COURT, SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION, 
SWAIN COUNTY, BRYSON CITY, N. C., EXCEPT THAT I ~ 

I ARRESTED FOR EXPIRED INSPECTION CERTIFICATE AND FAILURE 
TO STOP AT STOPSIGN, WAS FINED $16, ON DECEMBER 12, 1974. 
RECORDS OF. CLERK OF COURT, SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION, JACKSON 


< 


COyNTY, SYLVA, N. C., REVIEWED AND NO RECORD FOR 


| io I- > 


si 







HOLD 


FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 


Transmit the following in _ 

AIRTEL 


FBI * 

i 

Date: 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Precedence) 


2/26/76 


V* 


TO: 

PROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


PROM: SAC, WFO (161-5232 Y(P&f 

MELVIN ROBER^LAIRD JpC? * ,-rl 

OOC-OTflT TMATTTDV lHCW'^ K'aU I ' 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 1 " 

BUDED 2/26/76 WITHOUT FAIL 


LEAD 


Re Butel to WFO dated 2/19/76. 


WASHINGTON FIELD 


AT WASHINGTON, D.C . IRS, Secret Service and 
CSC outstanding. 

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C . 

EMPLOYMENT 


(19 Bureau 
1-WFO 


ILL-^Va. 

not recordso 

2s APR 6 1976 

f if A ir?/ ) 



Approved: _»_ ft ^ ^ - -yr - 

'A* Special Agent in Charge 

bent 

M rer 

56 APR 2 21976 


GPO : 1975 0 - 590-992 








o 


o 


WFO 161-5232 
RFC:lmb 
1 


WHITE HOUSE OFFICE (WHO) 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA l I on 2/24/76: 

A review of the Official Personnel File of 
llELVIN R. LAIRD revealed the following information not 
reported during the previous investigation: 

l/22/£9__. Presidential. Appointment as Secretary of Defense. 

1/30/73 Resignation and excepted appointment not to 
t '~—— exceed 6/30/73 as Consultant, Office of 
Secretary of Defence (OSD). 

6/17/73 Separation from the above. 

6/18/73 Excepted Appointment (Presidential Commission) 

as Counsellor to the President for Domestic Affairs. 

1/31/74 Resignation. 

The file also contained;a copy of a document , 
which indicated that LAIRD entered on duty 2/1/74 as / 
a Consultant on an intermittant basis with OSD. / , 

A review of the .files of the Records Office, 

^White House, revealed the following information not 
previously reported: 

1/21/69 To be Secretary o f Defense. 

6/18/73 To, be C ounsellor to the Presiden t for Domestic Affairs. 
8/1/73 Designated a Member of the Domestic Council. 

— _ I, i it •- 1 1 1 ■ -- i | _ 

12/9/70 Appointed Vice Chairman of the Interdepartmental 
Committee for the Voluntary Payroll Savings 
Plan for the Purchase of United States Savings 
Bonds for a term of two; years. 




o 


© 


WTO 161-5232 
2 


4/25/75 



To be a Member of che Board of Trustees of 
the John F. Kennedy Center for >the’ Performing 
Arts for a term expiring September 1, 1984. 



WFO 161-5232 
RPC:brs 
.1 


The foll owing: Investigatio n was conducted by 
Special Agent (SA) | I on February 25, 1*976: 

Mr. WILLIAM J. BAROODY-, JR., Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison, White House, advised he has 
known MELVIN LAIRD on a professional and personal basis for 
13 or 14 years... BAROODY'has worked under LAIRD’s supervision 
for much of this time, having served as his Deputy. He 
advised that all of his comments concerning the aopointee 
would be in the superlative. LAIRD is a dedicated public / 
servant and is a person of exceptional character, as well 
as great ability. There is absolutely no question about 
the appointee’s loyalty to this country or his ability to 
handle sensitive information. BAROODY knows nothing 
. derogatory concerning the appointee and would have no 
hesitation in recommending him for a position of confidence 
and trust. 

I Mr. BAROODY, 

advised she has known LAIRD on a professional basis since 
1971. She. worked under his general supervision both at the 
Pentagon and at the White House. She has maintained close 
touch with the appointee to date. She•considers him to be 
a very pleasant, hard working, dedicated public servant. 

She khows of absolutely nothing derogatory concerning him 
either in a professional or a personal sense. She is pleased 
to recommend him for a position of confidence and trust 
with the Government. 


_President, 

advised he first met MELVIN LAIRD during the period I960 - 
1963 when they worked closely together as fellow Congressmen. 
LAIRD is such a capable and well liked person that he is 
highly regarded by both Republicans and Democrats' on Capitol 
Hill.', -His dedication a nd sens e of loyalty to this country 
are widely recognized. I I has absolutely no question 

about the appointee’s loyalty to this country and would 
recommend him for a position of confidence and trust. 

Mr. JOHN VENEMAN, Counselor to the Vice President, 
advised he has known MELVIN LAIRD on a professional basis 
since the late 1960’s. While the appointee was Secretary 
of Defense, he was in regular contact with VENEMAN who than w 
served as Under Secretary of the Department of Health 
Education and Welfare. All of VENEMAN’s comments concerning 


4 


WFO 161-5232 
2 


the appointee are favorable and he knows of absolutely 
nothing derogatory concerning him. He is pleased to 
recommend him for a position of confidence and trust. 


5 




WFO 161-5232 
RFQ:smj - 
1 


GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


The foll owing investigation was'conducted by SA 
I on February 24, 1976. 




the Secretary to the Board, advised that the appointee was 
elected as a member of the Board of Trustees for the above,. 
University bn July.l, 1975, for a three year term. 

WOL^TRAP FOUNDATION FOR THE PERFORMING 
^ ART? ENTERPRISE be 



Deputy Administrator for the Wdlftrap Foundation,* advised 
that the appointee was elected to the Boar d of Di rectors in 
1973, and served as Chairman during 1974. I I further advised 
that the appointee was recently re-elected for another three 
year term as a member of the Board of Directors for the above 
foundation. 


6 


WFO 161-5232 
RFQidtl 
1 


b6 

b7C 




REFERENCES 


SA 


The followi ng; investigation was conducted 
1 on February 23, 1976 : 


by 


Mr. CARL S..WALLACE, Senior Corporate Vice President 
for Purolator, Incorporated, 1800 K Street, N.W.» Washington, 
D.C. (WDC), advised that he has known the appointee for 
approximately the past 25 years. He stated that he was the 
appointee's Administrative Assistant while the appointee was 
in Congress and he was Special Assistant while the appointee 
worked for the Department of Defense. WALLACE stated that 
the character, associates, reputation, and loyalty of-the 
appointee are above reproach and he recommended him for a j 
position of trust and confidence with the United States 
Government. WALLACE described the appointee as being an 
honest, straightforward, intelligent, down-to-earth, 
knowledgeable In Government affairs and qualified for any 
Cabinet position. He stated further that the appointee 
impresses him as having a great memory and good common sense. 

Mr. JACK MILLS, Senior Vice President for the 
American Tobacco Institute, Suite 1200, 177'6 K Street, :-N.W. , 
WDC, advised that he met the appointee when he was in the 
State Senate for Wisconsin. He stated that he worked 
politically with the appointee over the years and described 
him as being a good family man who is outspoken and straight¬ 
forward. He stated that the- appointee will speak out when 
it becomes necessary at any given point in time. MILLS 
advised that he has traveled with the appointee all over 
the world and has come to the conclusion that the appointee 
is the most dedicated citizen he has ever had the pleasure 
of knowing. MILLS concluded by stating that the character, 
associates, reputation, and loyalty of the appointee are 
above reproach and recommended him highly for a position of 
trust and confidence with the United States Government. 


mhe Honorable BRYCE HARLOW, Vice President of 
Procter and Gamble, 1801 K Street, N.W., Suite 1104 WDC, 
advised .that he has -known the appointee for the past 30 
years. HARLOW stated that he knows the appointee on a social 
and professional basis and would have no hesitation In 
recommending him for a position of trust and confidence 


* 



b6 

b7C 


WFO 161-5232 
RFQ:dtl 
2 


with the United States Government. 


the appointee, described the appointee as being; even-tempered 
and a person who is concerned with the immediate problems 
at hand. She stated that he gets along well with everyone 
and is a good family man. I I advised that she has known /' 

the appointee since he was in Congress and enjoys a mutually 
friendly relationship. She commented favorably regarding 
the character, associates, reputation, and loyalty of the 
appointee and stated that she would recommend him for a 
position of trust and confidence with the United States 
Government. 


|appointee ; aciviseci 

that she has known the appointee for approximately the past 
year. She stated that she is pleased to work with the 
appointee, and that she considers him to be a sincere, 
compassionate, straightforward individual. She commented 
favorably regarding the character, associates, reputation, 
and loyalty of the appointee and recommended him without 
hesitation for a position of trust and confidence with the 
United States Government. 

Mr. CARSTENS SLACK, Vice President of the Washington 
Office for Phillips Petroleum, 1825 K Street, N.W., WDC, 
advised he has known the appointee for the past 15 years. 

He stated that he met the appointee through his wife’s 
association with the appointee's spouse. SLACK stated that 
he was impressed with the appointee's alertness.and intelligence. 
SLACK further stated that he considered the appointee to be 
an impressive and affable individual who gives his full attention 
to any person who he conversing with. SLACK stated that the 
appointee did an excellent job in the Department of Defense 
and has always been sucessfully diligent in his efforts with 
the news media. SLACK commented favorably regarding the 
character, associates, reputation, and loyalty of the appointee 
and recommended him without reservation for a position of 
trust and confidence with the United States Government. 


8 
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United States Senate 


'laryland, 
follows: 


On February 23, 1976, 
advised Snecial Arqent 


Sen a t or J. GLLT? B2 ft LL 
(SA) I 


* 

as 


jr. 


5 


The Senator has known the appointee, HETVVTT ROBERT 
LAIRD, personally, for many years. He described '!r. LAIRD 
as a "flood nan" in every resoect. Rothin" adverse coneerninp 
the appointee's character, reputation, loyalty or associates 
has ever cone to the attention of him. Senator BEALL recom¬ 
mended Rr. LAIRD for a resnonsible position of trust and 
confidence. 


", 
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U.S. Senators 


The following investigation was conducted by SA 
MAURICE G. AUSTIN on February 2b, 1976. 

U.S. Senator CHARLES McC. MATHIAS, JR., Maryland, 
advised he has known the appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, 
very well since approximately i 960 . He served with him as 
a colleague in the U.S. House of Representatives from i 960 
to 1968 and has continued to known him well to the present 
time. He thinks very high of the appointee and considers 
him to be very capable, dependable, and trustworthy. He 
commented favorably regarding his character, associates, 
reputation, and, loyalty, recommending him for a position of 
trust and confidence. 

U.S. Senator WILLIAM PROXIMIRE, Wisconsin, advised his 
comments would be the same as given in the previous investi¬ 
gation in 1968. He continues to think highly of the appointee 
and he continues to recommend him for a position of trust 
and confidence. 

U.S. Senator GAYLORD NELSON, Wisconsin, advised he 
has known the appointee very well for many years and knows 
him to be a very capable, honest, and trustworthy person, 
who he highly regards as being well qualified and he 
considers his character, associates, reputation, and loyalty 
to be above reproach. He recommended the appointee for 
a position of trust and confidence. 

U.S. Representative JOHN J. RHODES, Arizona and 
Minority Leader, advised he was a former colleague of the 
appointee at the U.S. House of Representatives and has 
continued to know him well as a personal friend. They are 
golf partners and he knows his family and considers them 
to be fine persons in all respects. The appointee is very 
highly regarded by his former colleagues. He is sincere, 
capable, honest, and dependable. He commented favorably 
regarding his character, associates, reputation, and loyalty, 
recommending him for a position of trust and confidence. 


10 
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On February 2* s 1976, Special Aprnt (BA) r.TAURICF 
G. AUSTIN d'-terminf'd fron th <• rirtvloyuynt records maintained 
at the. Office of th** Sorpe-ant at Arms, United -States 
Rouse of Representatives 9 the appointee entered orx duty 
as th# Representative for th< Seventh District of 
Wisconsin on January 3 , 19*33 s and resirn^d on January P.1, 1°.^° 
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CREPT?- A'ID POT.IOF. ft 0^0 IFF 

Special Apy-nt (SA) CFARLES T .J. ?”T?n caused a search 
to be nadc of the files of th*> Credit Rur^au, Incornorated, 
Washington, D.C., and was advised on February 23, 1976, 
that tho files contained a satisfactory credit- record for b6 
the- appointee-. b7c 

_On February 23, 1976, Special Clerk (SC) I ~| 

I determined that, no arre st record was contained 
in tho I'etronolitan Police Department files conc^rninp; 
the annointee or his snouso BAPBAPA EASTERS LAIRD. 

It is to be- noted that at all tires an indefinite 
number of unidentified records are out of file and not 
available for review. 

On February 23, 1976, SC I I 

determined that no record 'was contained in the Department 
of Transportation, Bureau of ?"oto.r Vehicle Services, 

Government of the District of Columbia files concerninr b6 

the annointee or his above-mentioned spouse. b7c 

On February 23, 1976, SC I L 

searched the files of the U.S. Park Police and no identifiable 
adult criminal or traffic record could be located rerardinm 
the annointee or his above-mentioned snouse. 

On February 2*1, 1976, S d 1 

caused a search to be made of the files of the Hontp-omery 
County, Maryland, Police Department and was advised that 
no identifiable adult criminal record could be located 
rerardinr. tho annointee or his above-mentioned snouse. 



FEDERAL BUBEAti OF IfUffeSI MiAl MJf. 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

NR&09 mi plain / FEB 2 6 1976 

8:53PM NITEL/2/26/76 KMV _ LjULkP{\ M 

7 TELETYPE J , 

TO: DIRECTOR (161-5792) . /fJfTp'Aj.9 

FROM: MILWAUKEE ( 161-459) KRNCy/L^ 

WELVIfrlROBERl^A.IRD; SPIN, BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 1976, WITHOUT 

fail. 

£> RE MILWAUKEE NITEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY 24, 1976. 

J THE FOLLOWING ASSOCIATES AMD MEMBERS OF VARIOUS POLITICAL 
PARTIES WITHIN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN WERE CONTACTED ON 




Assoc. Dir._ 

Dep.-A. D.-AdnL._ 

Dep.-A.D.-Inv- 

Asst Dir.: 

Admin._ 

Comp. Syst._ 

Ext. Affairs „ 

Piles & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv._ 

Ident._ 

Inspection . 

InteU.- 

Laboratory_ 

Plan. & EvaL _ 

Bpec. Inv. _. 

Training 

Legal Coua. _ 

Telephone Bin. _ 

Director Sec*y_ 


FEBRUARY 26, 1976, BY THE INDICATED AGENTS: 
WILLIAM JOSEPH MULLIBdfcW, \]fi* f FnM r -MTi.i 


.WAUKEE , 


WISCONSIN, ADVISED SA WILLIAM F. YETMAN, JR. THAT ^ 

HE HAS KNOwM APPOINTEE SINCE APPROXIMATELY 1972. WHEN APPOINTEE """-^ 

WAS CONGRESSMAN FROM WISCONSIN. USA MULLIGAN HAS HAD NUMEROUS 

CONTACTS OF A POLITICAL NATURE WITH APPOINTEE. USA MULLIGAN 
DESCRIBED APPOINTEE AS AN EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT MAN, AN 

EXCELLEMT_A_D MimSTRA T OR AND PERSON ABQ llT- WHOM HE HAS NEVER HEARD 

ANYTHING OF A DEROGATORY NATURE CONCERNING. APPOINTEE'S CHARACTER, M 

REPUTATION, OR PERSONAL HABITS. USA MULLIGAN EMPHATICALLY^ ^ ^ ^ 0 

STATED HE WOULD RECOMMEND APPOINTEE FOR ANY POSITION OF TRUsP OT 

I.ITTU .. e AIIC D MMG* M T 83 A PR 6 l97g 


■5 (o 


WITH U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

end page one 
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IN MADISON, CLIFFORD W. K-RUEG'IRj (R ) , VISCONSIN^ 

STaT E SENATE . 12.TH SENATE DISTRICT, ADVISED SA | -1 

^^hTThE HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE SINCE 1946. DURING THIS PERIOD OP 
TIME KRUEGER HAS FOUND LAIRD TO BE ONE OF THE FINEST MEN 1N_PUELIC 
LIFE. BOTH PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY, HE IS AN INDIVIDUAL OF EXCELLENT 
CHARACTER, INTEGRITY, REPUTATION, AND A MAN OF UNQUESTIONED 
LOYALTY TO THE u.S. BASED ON HIS VAST ASSOCIATION AND LAIRD’S 
ACTIVITIES BOTH IN STATE AND FEDERAL ACTIVITIES, KRUEGER WOULD 
HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF TRUST. 

IN MADISON, WIS., GERALD D. LORGE, (R> , WIS. .STATE 
SENATOR, 14TH SENATE DISTRICT, ADVISED SA L |THAT HE HAS KNOWN 


thisyToth* entered state legislature, during 

THIS PERIOD OF TIME, LORGE HAS FOUND LAIRD TO BE CNE.JIEL TH OS E R ffil 
IN DIVI DUALS WHO IN BOTH PUBL IC AND FRIVA.TE. .LIFE ENJD.Y.3 A * 

EXCEilEiir rePlIlAlION FORmNESTY. ^ia^MaiBm^-M^UiiS. 

IHDIV IDUA1 « IN BOTH Pffl TTTCtl. PftRTIE^mJM-QF..£g.L SKS?• 
IHErTiTnO EUESIION OF LOYALTY TO THE U.S. HE WOULD HIGHLY 

RECOMMEND FOR A POSITION OF TRUST. 

CARL V. THOMPSON , (D), WIS. STATE OR, 16IH SENATE 


END FAGE TWO 
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page thr: 


DISTRICT, MADISON, VIS,., ADVISED SA- THAT HE HAS 

KNOWN LAIRD SINCE l95g V'HEN HE ENTERED THE STATE SENATE. LAIk^ 

WAS ONE OF THOSE RaRE POLITICIANS V' HO WAS AELE TO COMM AND THE 
RESPECT CF OTHER INDIVIDUA LS FROM E ITH ER POLITICA L PARTY. LAIRD 
IS AN INDIVIDUAL OF UNQUESTIONABLE REPUTATION, CHARACTER, AND 
LOYaLTY. HE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF TRUST. 

b6 

WILLIAM A. BABLITCH, <D>, WlS. SENATOR, 24TH SENATE DISTRICT. b7c 


aDVISED^Sa I I t"hat~ he Has' personally known laird for the past 
10 YEARS, he POINTED OUT THAT HE CURRENTLY HOLDS THE STATE SENftTj. 
SEAT WHICH LAIRD ONCE HELD, BABLITCH FOUND LAIRD TO BE OF 
EXCELLENT REPUTATION, CHARACTER, AND INTEGRITY. LAIRD IS AN 
INDIVIDUAL WHO HA S BEEN ABL£-I ILX^fltL-XH&--ftfe6P€€-T“-A^--C4?N£III£NCE 
OF INDIVIDUALS IN ANY WALK OF LIFE AND IS A GREAT LEADER . BABLITCH 
STATES that THERE IS NO QUESTION OF LAIRD’S LOYALTY TO THE U.S. 
BABLITCH WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND HIM FOR APPOINTMENT TO A HIGH 
OFFICE IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 



| ^ A ’Sv Ts eF^a geWge "p. r baxtruIT,’ jF. , that HE HAS BEEN 
ACQUAINTED WITH LAIRD SINCE ABOUT 1952 AND THAT HIS ASSOCIATION HAS 


END PAGE THREE 
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page four 


BEEN STRICTLY POLITICAL. SINCE LAST BEING CONTACTED 


BY THE FBI, 


I STILL RECOMMENDS LAIRD FAVORABLY CONCERNING 


HIS CHARACTER, REPUTATION, AND LOYALTY TO THE 11.S. HE WOULD 
CONTINUE TO RECOMMEND HIM HIGHLY FOR ANY APPOINTED POSITION. 


kFORMER USA, EDW) , 


advised sa 


I TKaT HE HAS KNOWN THE 
lSTftTED HE KNOWS THE APPOINTEE PRIMARILY 


APPOINTEE SINCE 1968. |_ JSTftTliD HE KNOWS 1 HE APPOIF 

ON A POLITICAL EaSIS AND HAS THE HIGHEST REGARD FOR HIS 


QUALIFICATIONS AND CHARACTER. 


stated he would highly 


RECOMMEND THE APPOINTEE FOR A POSITION OF GREAT RESPONSIBILITY 
WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

b6 

MILWAUKEE C O. JUDGE LOUIS J, CECI, MILWAUKEE CO. COURTHOUSE, 9fcl b7c 
N. STH. ADVISED SAI I THAT HE HAS KNOWN THE APPOINTEE SINCE 195L 


N. STH, ADVISED SA |_| THAT HE HAS KNOWN THE APPUINIEL SINGE 19?^ 

ON EOTH A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL BASIS. CECI STATED THA T THE APPOINTEE 

* "" — — 

WAS AH EXTREMELY CAPABLE ^ AND^C^ERV£NT,_1I.TH AN 
EXCELLENT RECORD AS A CONG RESSMAN AMD. S ECRETARY OF_DB FEIMSB. HE 
STATED THE APPOINTEE IS A VERY LOYAL INDIVIDUAL OF HIGH CHARACTER. 
CECI ADVISED HE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND THE APPOINTEE FOR A POSITION 
OF RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

end page four 
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} 


.FIGI'S, INC.. 


THAT HE HAS KNOWN 


M arshfield, wi s. ,~Tdvised sa[ 
laird for approximately years and has had a good deal cf recent 
contact with laird. I I advised that since laird has left 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE HE HAS APPEARED TO BE MORE RELAXED AND IS 
ENJOYING LIFE TO A DEGREE HE NEVER HAS BEFORE. 


b6 

b7C 


INDICATED 


THAT LaIRD CONTINUES TO POSSESS THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF INTEGRITY 
ANDl 


CHARACTERIZED laird as a "statesman rather than a 


FURTHER STATED THAT LAIRD HAS _AJJ£A YS PLACED HIS 






COUNTRY -FIRST AND STATED THAT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS WITH SINCERE 


CONVICTION. 


ADVISED HE WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND LAIRD FOR ANY 


POSITION OF GREAT RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

J4AYOR RAYMOND TIPPELT, MARSHFIELD. VI S.. ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN 

Laird for 35 years and they have remained close social acquaintances 
during the past several years, mayor tippelt indicated that laird 

POSSESSES .THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF INTEGRITY OF ANY PERSON HE HAS 
EVER KNOWN A ND CONSIDERS HIM A GREAT MAN. MAYOR TIPPELT KNOWS 
LAIKi) 1U BE A MAN OF SOLID CHARACTER AND CONVICTION AND WOULD HIGHLY 
RECOMMEND HIM FOR ANY POSITION OF TRUST IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

end page five 
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,(I 

.S. FEDERAL iJUDGE 


■ i) »i r n l-jy { 


JOHN W. REYNOLDS, MILWAUKEE, WIS., ADVISED 
,—--—----- 

iTHAT he HAS KNOWN LAIRD FOR MORE THAN 25 


YEARS AND HE CONSIDERS LAIRD TO EE AN OUTSTANDING, DEDICATED 
PUELIC SERVANT AND LOYAL AMERICAN. HE EELIEVEjS THAT LAIRD IS 
QUALIFIED AND CAPABLE OF HOLDING ANY POSITION ‘OF TRUST AND 
CONFIDENCE IN THE GOVERNMENT INCLUDING THE PRESIDENCY. 

U.S. FEDERAL JUDGE ROBERT V.'. WARREN, MILWAUKEE, WIS., 


ADVISED SA 


]THaT THE GOVERNMENTAL POSITIONS HELD EY 


L A IRD SPOKE FOR THEMSELVES AS FAR AS HIS HONESTY, INTEGRITY, 

AND TRUSTWORTHINESS IS CONCERNED. IN ADDITION HE CONSIDERS LAIRD 
TO BE A VERY PERSONABLE, AGGRESSIVE, CAPABLE INDIVIDUAL AND A 

hard worker, he has the greatest respect for laird and has nc 
RESERVATIONS about LAIRD HOLDING ANY POSITION- IN THE U .S. ^jOVERNMENT. 

LEE SHERMAN DREYFuS, CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY OF WIS.-STEVENS 
POINT. UTS.. ADVISED SA I ITHAT HE HAS KNOWN ( 


POINT, WIS., ADVISED SA |_| THAT HE HAS KNOWN 

laird for over 10 years and considers him a close personal friend. ^ 

HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS BEEN A STRONG SUPPORTER OF LAIRD BOTH AS 
A CONGRESSMAN AND DURING HIS TENURE AS THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 

HE CONSIDERS LaIRD O NE OF THE MOST CAPABLE MEN WHO HAVE EVE R 
SERVED IN GOVERNMENT. HE ADVISED LAIRD HAS A FIRM AND TOTAL 


end page six 
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COMMITMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE U'.S. LAIRD’S EXPERIENCE 
AS A CONGRESSMAN AND REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EXECUTIVE E3ANCH GIVES 
HIM TREMENDOUS INSIGHT INTO THE INNER WORKINGS OF GOVERNMENT. 

LAIRD IS PERSONABLE, HIGHLY RESPECTED, AND CONSIDERED TO EE AN 
INDIVIDUAL OF THE HIGHEST PERSONAL INTEGRITY. HE IS A MAN WHO IS 
DEVOTED TO THE U.S. AND WILLING TO SACRIFICE IN HIS PERSONAL 
and family life for his government, laird’s reputation’Ts ttne 
of the highest in the central wis. area, he advised he 
wholeheartedly and unconditionally recommends laird for any 
position of responsibility in the service of THE U.S. b6 

b7C 

ROBERT LEE RYBAR^SXW-^ 11 ARROW, SCHOFIELD, WIS., THE 
P RESENT. CHAIRMAN OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY FOR MARATHON CO., WIS., 
ADVISED Sa I | THAT HE KNOWS LAIRD PERSONALLY BUT MAINLY 

BY REPUTATION. HE STATED THAT LAIRD OFFERED A TREMENDOUS 
SERVICE TO HIS CONSTITUENCY DURING HIS TERMS AS A CONGRESSMAN 
IN THE WIS. DELEGATION, HE STATED THAT LAIRD WAS RESPONSIVE TO 
THE NEEDS OF HIS CONSTITUENCY AND WAS A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL 
LEGISLATOR. HE ADVISED THAT AMONG MARATHON CO. DEMOCRATICS, 

laird is highly respected for his past government service both 

END PAGE SEVEN 
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AS A CONGRESSMAN AND AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE . HE POSSESSES ftii 

• i t i 

EXTREMELY INCISIVE MIND AND IS A DELIBERATE AND THOROUGH THINKER. 
HE ADVISED THAT HE WOULD HAVE AESCL'JTELY NO RESERVATIONS IN 
RECOMMENDING LAIRD FOR ANY POSITION OF CONFIDENCE IN THE SERVICE 
OF THE U.S. 

| REPUBLICAN PARTY, ADVISED SA 

I thai he Has known laird for the past several YEARS 
having personally served as a campaign worker for him during his 

YEARS AS a CONGRESSMAN. HE STATES THAT SINCE LAIRD HAS LEFT THE 
CENTRAL WIS, area he Has had LITTLE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH HIM 
BUT KNOWS HIM BY REPUTATION TO BE AN INDIVIDUAL OF THE HIGHEST 
INTEGRITY. HE FEELS THAT LAIRD IS KN OWN AMONG WIS. REPUBLICANS 
AS AN EXTREMELY HARD WORKER WITH TOTAL DEDICATION FOR THE SERVICE 
OF THE U.S. LAIRD IS HONEST WITH A HIGH DEGREE OF PERSONAL 
INTEGRITY. HE ADVISED THAT LAIRD’S MANY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT MAKE HIM UNIQUELY CAPABLE OF HANDLING 
ANY POSITION IN GOVERNMENT. LAIRD HAS THE TOTAL RESPECT OF ALL 
MEMBERS OF THE MARATHON CO. REPUBLICAN PARTY AND STATE OF WIS. 
REPUBLICAN PARTY. HE ADVISED THAT HE COULD RECOMMEND LAIRD, 

END PAGE EIGHT 
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WITHOUT RESERVATION, FOR ANY POSITION OF TRUST IN GOVERNMENT. 


b6 

b7C 


^OSEPH^KUCIREK (R) , CO. JUDGE, BR ANC H 2, MARATHON CO., 
WAuSAU, WIS., ADVfgEirSA l | THAT HE HAS PERSONALLY KNOWN 

LaIRD FOR WELL OVER 15 YEARS BUT HAS HAD LITTLE CONTACT WITH HIM 
FOR THE Past SEVERAL YEARS. HE STATES THAT HE HAS HEARD OF 
LAIRD’S ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES TO GOVERNMENT DURING THE PAST 
SEVERAL YEARS AND FEELS THAT LAIRD IS STILL CONTRIBUTING TO 
THE SERVICES OF THE U.S. HE STATES THAT HE HAS HEARD NOTHING IN 
THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS WHICH WOULD CHANGE HIS ORIGINAL OPINION 

of laird, that being, he is an extremely loyal American with a 


THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OFF THE WORKINGS OF GOVERNMENT. LAIRD IS A 
HARD-WORKING, DEDICATED INDIVIDUAL WHO IS A DELIBERATE THINKER. 


iES IHt 


IRERIE NCES _AS_COMGRESSMAN AND ON TH: 
PLACE HIM IN A UNIQUE POSITION TO 


SERVE THE CITIZENS OF T HEL- 1L.S-— . HE ADVISED THAT HE COULD GIVE, 
WITHOUT RESERVATION, A WHOLEHEARTED RECOMMENDATION OF LAIRD FOR 
ANY POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY AND TRUST IN THE GOVERNMENT. 




HAS KNOWN LAIRD FOR OVER 15 YEARS AND IN FACT RAN AG AINST HIM 
FOR A SEAT IN THE US CONGRESS IN 1968 AND LOST. HE ADVISED 


THAT LAIRD IS A CAPABLE AND HONEST INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS PROVIDED 

outstanding service to his constituency when he was a us 

CONGRESSMAN IN THE WISCONSIN DELEGATION AND TO THE CITIZENS 

of the us during his service as the secretary of defense. 

HE CPMSO DERS LAIRD TO BE CONSCIENTIOUS, HARD WORKING AND 
A LOYAL AMERICAN. HE ADVISED THAT IF LAIRD WERE TO RE-ENTER THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT, HE WOULD PERFORM IN HIS USUAL 

outstanding manner, he advised that laird’s decisio'ns"are 
C'AREFuLLY WEIGHED and that he would tend to give political 
CONSIDERATION TO THE SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS PLACED EEFORE HIM. 

HE ELABORATED BY SAYING THAT LAIRD, WHEN FACED WITH A DECISION, 
WOULD MAKE A CONSCIENCE ..DECISION AND WHEN THAT DECISION WAS 

made he would then consider the political ramifications as 

THEY WOULD APPLY TO THE ADMINISTRATION THAT HE WAS SERVING. 

end page tew-- 
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HE STATES THftT HE IN NO WAY EELIEVED THAT THE PARTISAN 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATION WOULD OUTWEIGH LAIRD’S JUDGMENT. 

HE ADVISED THAT SINCE LAIRD HAS LEFT THE GOVERNMENT, THE COMMENT 
HE HAS HEARD CONCERNING HIS ACTIVITIES INDICATE THAT HE HAD 
THOROUGHLY INVOLVED HIMSELF IN HIS NEW LINE OF ENDEAVOR 
AND Has performed in an exemplary manner, he advised that 

HE COULD RECOMMEND LaIRD* WITHOUT RESERVATION, FOR ANY 
POSITION- OF SERVICE TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC 

CO MMITTEE» WAUSAU, WISCONS IN ADVISED Sfl | | THftT HE 

Has KNOWN laird for approximately 20 YEARS AND BELIEVES 
HIM TO BE an OBJECT IVE AND IMPARTIAL INDI VIDUAL. HE ADVVISED 

that laird is thoroughly..committed to his_beliefs as a mem ber 

OF THE RFP 11 PI TfAN P.ARTV iVWV-TH g ff £FflRF HF HAS HAD SOME 

■ - — •—, - . , 1 • . . . 1 — 

IDEOLOGICAL DIFFEREUCES WITH LAIRD BUT THEY ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
IN THE jREjJUJP AR TISA N POL ITICS. HE ADVISED THAT LAIRD 
HAS OFFERED_ A • TREMENDO US .S1RV-1CE TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC DURING 
HIS'MANY YEARS OF PUBLIC LIFE. HE STATED THAT LAIRD, ALTHOUGH 

end page eleven • 
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A MEMBER OF THE OPPOSITION PARTY IS AN INDIVIDUAL THAT HE 
COULD RECOMMEND WITHOUT RESERVATION FOR ANY POSITION IN 
GOVERNMENT. HE CLOSED BY STATING THAT AMONG FELLOW DEMOCRATS, 
WHO WOULD NOT VOTE FOR LAIRD, HE, LAIRD, IS CONSIDERED TO EE 
A FINE AND WELL RESPECTED PUBLIC SPIRITED INDIVIDUAL. 

i FIRST AMERICAN 

national bank, wausau, Wisconsin cr), advised sa I 

THAT HE HAS KNOWN LaIRD FOR 20 YEARS AND BELIEVES HIM TO BE 
AN EXEMPLARY AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO HAS DEDICATED HIS ENTIRE 
ADuLT LIFE TO PUBLIC SERVICE. HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS HAD 
LITTLE RECENT CONTACT WITH LaIRD OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, 

HAVING SEEN HIM ON FOUR OR FIVE OCCASIONS BUT ADVISED THAT 
LAIRD’S REPuTaHON CONTINUES TO BE ONE OF HIGH RESPECT BY 
THE INDIVIDUALS THAT KNOW HIM. HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS HEARD 
NOTHING IN THE RECENT PAST WHICH WOULD CHANGE HIS OPINION OF 
LaIRD. HE ADVISED HIS OPINION CONTINUES TO BE THAT LAIRD 
IS AH INDIVIDUAL OF THE HIGHEST MORAL CHARACTER. HE STATED 
THAT LAIRD’S SERVICE AS A REPUBLICAN CONGRESSMAN FROM WISCONSIN 

end page twelve 
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and in various positions in the executive branch of government 

PROVIDED HIM WITH INSIGHT AND BACKGROUND WHICH COULD EE OF 
TREMENDOUS VALUE IN ANY FURTHER GOVERNMENT SERVICE. HE ADVISED 
THAT HE COULD WHOLEHEARTEDLY RECOMMEND LAIRD FOR ANY POSITION 
OF TRUST IN THE GOVERNMENT. 

EVERETT J. MOE N, 647 NORTH 77TH STREET, WAUWATOSA, 
'WISCONSIN, ADVISED SA l I HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD SINCE 

THE LATE 1950’S WHEN HE WAS A US CONGRESSMAN. HE KNEW HIM 
THROUGH HIS POSITION AS SECRETARY TREASURER OF THE WISCONSIN 
TELEPHONE COMPANY, A POSITION HE HELD FROM 195S UNTIL 1971. 

SINCE 1971 HE HAS HAD NO PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THE APPOINTEE. 

IN HIS DEALINGS WITH THE APPOINTEE, WHICH WERE ONLY CONNECTED 
WITH TELEPHONE COMPANY BUSINESS AND OCCASIONALLY REPUBLICAN 
PARTY FUND RAISING MATTERS, HE HAS ALWAYS FOUND APPOINTEE TO 
BE A VERY SINCERE, KNOWLEDGEABLE, TRUSTWORTHY PERSON POSSESSING 
UNQUESTIONABLE LOYALTY. HE HAS KNOWN LAIRD’S FAMILY TO EE WELL 
OFF FINANCIALLY SO IT WAS NEVER NECESSARY FOR HIM TO BE "CUTE" 
REGARDING RAISING CAMPAIGN FUNDS. HE FEELS THAT LAIRD IS A WISE 
END PAGE THIRTEEN 
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CHOICE FOR A PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, THEREFORE, HE HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDS. 

UACB, NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: IT IS NOTED THAT MR. DREYFUS STATED 

IT WAS HIS HIGHLY INFORMED SUPPOSITION THAT MR. LAIRD WAS BEIN 

CONSIDERED FOR THE POSIIION OF SECRETARY OF STATE BY PRESIDENT 

FORD. 

END. 

HOLD 
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11:4?* P.M. URGENT FE^ifUARY 26, 197 6 
TO: DIRECTOR/FBI 

FROM: ADIC,^EV YORK C1 SI-269&^(P) 

WELVIjPLaIRD, SPI, BUDED: FEB. 26, 1976 
RE BUREAU TELETYPE, FEB. 23, 1976. 
EMPLOYMENT 

READER’S DIGEST 
PLSASAPiTVILLE, (JEW YORK 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV£STIGA\ 1 
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Dep.-A.D.-Xnv.— 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin._ 


Comp. $y#fc.- 

Ext. Affairs 
Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv.- 

Ident. 

Inspection —■ 

Inteli - 

Lab'Oai'Vy 
Plan, ik Cval. — ' 
Spec. inv. 

Tsruiswi 
Legal Cou? 


P } 

OK FEB. 24, 1976, 
DIGEST, ADVISED SA I 


] PERSONNEL, READER’S 
□ THEIR FILES SHOW THE 



APPOKTEE HAS BEEN A SENI OR COUNSEL F OR READER’S DIGEST SINCE 
AUGUST 1, 1975 IK WASHINGTON, D.C. STATED COULD HAVE BEEN 
0.v A KOivTHLY RETAINER BASIS PRIOR TO THAT, BUT WOULD HAVE 
KG RECORD FOR THIS IK THEIR OFFICES IN PLEASANTVILLE. 

OK FEB. 25, 1976, DE WITT WALLACE, FOUNDER AND CHIEF 
OWNER, READER’ 3 DIGEST, NO'-,' SEMI-RETIRED, ADVISED SA 


b6 

b7C 




HAS MET APPOINTEE ONLY OtJCE, AND THAT WAS FOR BRIEF VISIT 
ABOUT A MONTH AGO. NOT SURE HOW LONG APPOINTEE HAS BEEN 
CONNECTED WITH READER’S DIGEST. HOWEVER, STATED APPOI-’JTE^ / 


SO 9c2 

NOT ;■ ' 

WORKED CLOSELY WITH AL COLE, OF READER'5 DIGEST STAFF, AND COLE * 

23 APR 6 ^ d 

^A k _ — 

m ^ ^ r Pf* 

y 



AoA 

56 APR 221976 


-»y 


t 



PAGE T'JO ivY 161-2698- 

HAS HIGH REGARD FOR APPOINTEE. ADDED KilO'NS APPOINTEE ALMOST 
COMPLETELY 3Y REPUTATION AND THIS REPUTATION EXTREMELY HIGH. 
COULD NOT COMMENT FURTHER AS HE REALLY DOES NOT KNOV? APPOINTEE. 

ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT H03ART LEtflo, CHAIRMAN AUD EDITOR 
IN CHIEF, READER'S DIGEST, ON FEB. 25, 1976, NEGATIVE. LZvJIS 
PRESENTLY ON VACATION AND NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL AT LEAST 
MARCH 1, 1976. 








# FEDERAL BUREAU OF UWBIMaMIpft 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

FEj^26 1976 

TEUETYPE 




NR001 NH PLAIN 


Aaaoc. Dir. _ 

Dep.-A.D.-Adnt— 

DeP.-A.DJnr 
Aaat Dir.: 

Admin. _ 

Comp. Syiit _ 

Ext Affairs_ 

Flies & Com. 

Gen. Inv._ 

Ident. 

Inspection_ 

Intell._ 

Laboratory _ 
Flan. A EvmL _ 
Spec. Inv. _. . . 

Training _ 

Legal Court __ 

Telephone 9m. _ 
THnc tor Secfe 


9:24AM URGENT MAJJCtT 1 t 1976 SAD \ T^ini^’- 

TOi DIRffiTOR 

f 1/ Director Serf* „ 

FROM: NEW HAVEN (161-1986) V^ RUCV > 

’’MELVIN ROBFrAaIRD, SPECIAL INQUIRY . Bl'DED : FEB. 26, 197 *^'Icfjjf 
WITHOUT FAIL KjtlCJrj” 

RFVFO NITFL, FEB. 24, 1976 AND NH TEL, FFE. 26, 1976. 

ON MARCH 1, 1976, 

INSILCO CORPORATION, MERIDEN, CT. , ADVISED HE WAS APPOINTEE’S 

I WHEN LAIRD WAS SEC^FTASY 

OF DEFENSE. HE HAS MAINTAINED CLOSE PERSONAL ASSOCIATION SINCE C 

THAT DATE. REGARDS LAIRD AS PERSOANL FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE. HAG -- 

HIGHEST REGARD FOR LAIRD’S IMPECCABLE CHARACTER AND CREDENTIALS. b6 

b7C 

LAIRD IS MAN OF THE HIGHEST INTEGRITY AMD LOYALTY. | 

BELIEVES THAT IT WAS ONLY THORUGHT THE PERSONAL SACRIFICES aUD 
DILIGENCE OF MELVIN LAIRD THAT THE PENTAGON WAS MOT DRAWN INTO 
THE WATERGATE SCANDAL. LAIRD ENJOYS AMD OUTSTANDING RFP U T ATT CM ( 


IN ROTH THE BUSINESS AND MILITARY COMMUNITIES. HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS ^ 
AND MOTIVES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ABOVE SUSPICION. I I n; - 

OF NOTHING WHICH MIGHT REFLECT UNFAVORABLY ON THE APPOINTEE AND 
GAVE HIM HIS HIGHEST UNQUALIFIED RECOMMENDATION. ~T\ 1 ..\ 


r /yp 

56APR221976 






JERAL BUREAU OF INVESIIIiAIIOl' 

MUNITIONS SECTION 


FEB ?fi J|76 



MH PLAINTEXT 

11 : 3 P An UEGFj# FE 3 RUARY 5 > 6 , 1 97 S MAT 
TO: DTR^CTOP 

FROM: M EW HAVE’? C 161 - 19 ? SOUP) 

J^LVIH ROBErAaIRD, SPI. Bt'DED: FEB. * 6 , 1976 . 
PEMFOMITEL, FEP. 24 , 1976 . 


Assoc. Dir.- 

Dep.~A.I>.-Adin._. 

Dep.-A.D.-Inv,- 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin.- 

Comp. Syst. - 

Ext. Affairs —« 

File* & Com.- 

Gen. Inv.- 

Ident.- 

Inspection -— 

Intell. -- 


Laboratory 
Plait & EvaL — 

Spec Inv. - 

Training 


Legal Corn - 

Telephone Bc2, _ 
Director $ec*y — 


r. . 

If; 

STEEL 

3821' 


/CP 0 * FEB. 35 , 1976 , RECEPTIONIST, IN’SILCO CO°P., MEPIDEN, CV.*£ 


A. DVISFD 


} ASSOCIATE OF APPOP'TFF, IN YORK 


CITY ON BUSINESS BUT AVAILABLE FSB. 26 , 1976 , AT P:?* AM FOP 


b6 

b7C 


INTERVIEW. 

OV FEB. 26 , 1976 , [ 


] ADVISED [ 


MQT 


RETURNING TO CONNECTICUT BUT TRAVELLING TO OHIO ON BUSINESS. HF 
'■'ILL NOT PE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL MAR. 1 , 1976 , A PI. SHE 
ADVISED I 


ADVISED TO CALL WHO. 

is event! 


SOMETIMES CALLS IN FOR MESSAGES AND HE WOULD BE 

b6 

(flh’o-Wc 

CONTACTS WHO, RESULTS OF I M TERVIEM MILL 


0 


IMMEDIATELY BE FURNISHED BUREAU BY TELETYPE. UACB, MHO "ILL 
INTERVIEW [ I MAP. 1 , 1976 , AT MERIDEN, CT. 





I 





fiSiMl SUKfMJ OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 




*®2 SD PLAIN fSffl2.64fi/d 

12:50AM FEBRUARY 26, 1976 NITEL 


** *r' 

' /, 


FR on : 


D LtffTCr uR 


saw diegu (161-771)^03^ 
ERI^LAIRD , SPECIAL INGUIR 



MELVIN ROBERTTLAlRD , SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 

19 76. b6 

b 7 C 

RE WFQ TELETYPE DATED FEBRUARY 24 , 197 6. 

$ , CUPLZ Y 

NElTS^PER, 7776 IVANHOE AVENUE, LA JULLA, CALIFORNIA, 

ADVISED HE HAS BEEN aOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH APPOINTEE 
SINCE 1960. ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN VERY (LOSE IN ouTH 


( Assoc. Dir. . 

Dep.-A.D.-Adm_ 

Dep.-A.D.-Inv._ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin.__ j 

Comp. Syst._i 

Ext Affairs _ 

Files & Com._ 

Gen. Inv._ 

I dent._ 

Inspection — 

Intel!._ 

Laboratory — 
Flan. & EvaL _ 
Spec. Inv. 

Training _■„ 

Legal Couil _ 

Telephone fan. _ 
Director Sec*y 

3881 




POLITICAL AtO BUSINESS ACTIVITIES. 


STATED HE 
I] APPOINTEE 


b 6 "'"s 


A I'D BELIEVES APPOINTEE HAS TREMENDOUS CAPABILITY WHICH 


SHOULD BE USED BY T HE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 


STATES HtHOLDS APPOINTEE IN HIGHEST REGARD IN ALL RESPECTS, 

INCLUDING APPOINTEE'S FAMILY, AND ift/URABLY RECOMMENDED 

APPOINTEE FOR ANY POSITION uF TRUST, INTEGRITY AND v / 

(Ju 

RESPONSIBILITY. , ' 


ON FEBRUARY 25, 197 6, BARRY SHILL ITU, PRESIDENT, 
TELEDYNE-RYAN AERONAUTICAL COMPANY, 2701 HARBORDRIVE, 


NOT RECORDED 

23 APR 6 1978 






f 

l 


r 

i 

SD 161-771 

page two 

Sap! DIEGO, ADVISED HE HAS BEEN ACQUAITED WITH aPPuINTEE 
SINCE 1968 AND HOLDS APPOINTEE IN HIGHEST REGARD IN EVERY 
RESPECT. SHILLITu STATED HE CONSIDERS APPOINTEE To HAVE 
GOOD HEALTH, GOOD PERSONAL HABITS, HIGHEST INTEGRITY AND 
LOYALTY AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. SHILLITu SAID iE WAS IN 
VERY CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH APPOINTEE WHILE SERVING IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFNSE WIIH APPOINTEE. THAT CLOSE 
association Has continued TU TODAY AND SHILLITu believes 
APPOINTEE TO HAVE TREMENDOUS ABILITY AND POTENTIAL IN 
EVERY RESPECT. HE ENCOURAGED THAT APPOINTEE SHuULD BE 
INVOLVED IN TOP GO VER NME NT SER VI C£ BECAUSE OF OUTSTANDING 
QUALIFICATIONS. b6 

b7C 

SHILLITO A® I I WERE BOTH OUT uF T 1-fcC CITY DURING 

SAN DIEGO’S ATTEMPT TO LOCATE FOR INTER VIEW AND WERE 
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED TH?OUGH THEIR PRIVATE SECRETARIES 
TO MEET BUD ED. 

NO REPORT, UACB. 

EMD. 


FLS HOLD 


. *• 


ftDEWl. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


TELETYPE 


\) T* 


SF 3JU / 

NR 0D4 SF/PLAIN 

ILSAU Pm/jRGENT <i/Eo/7o MCC 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO <161-£B0l£_^£UC)^y \ 

MELVIN ROBErAaIRD, SPIN, BUDED FEBRUARY Bo, 1 07S WITHOUT FAIL 
} RE WFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU, FEBRUARY 24, 1D7S. 

DAVID PACKARD, PRESIDENT, HEWLETT PACKARD, 1301 PACE MILL 
ROAD, PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA, INTERVIEWED TODAY AND RECOMMENDED 
APPOINTEE FAVORABLY WITHOUT RESERVATION OR QUALIFICATION. 

PACKARD StklED THAT HE IS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH MELVIN LAIRD BOTH 
PERSONALLY. AND PROFESSIONALLY. 

PACKARD STATED THAT HE HAD VIRTUALLY DAILY CONTACT WITH 
LAIRD BETWEEN JANUARY lDoD AND JANUARY 1*72 'WHILE SERVING IN THE 


Assoc Dir.- 

Dep.-A.D.-Adm.— 

Dep.-A.D.-Inv.- 

Asst Dir.: 

Admin.--- 

Comp. Syst.- 

Ext. Affairs - 

Files & Com. — 

Gen. Inv.- 

Ident.. 

Inspection - 

Intel! -— 

Laboratory -- 

Plan. & EvaL _ 
Spec. Inv. - 

Training -— 

Legal Coon. — 
Telephone Sou —. 
Director Sec*r — 


\S / A 


STEEL 

3821 




DEFENSE DEPARTMENT UNDER LAIRD. 


I (o /- 67 9 d— ^ I 

IT* E7 * f a 1.1 T 1 T T T 7* f 


PACKARD-STATED THAT HE HAS RESPECT FOR APPOINTEE’S ABILITIES 
AND CERTAINLY HAS NO REASON TO QUESTION APPOINTEE’S 

LOYALTY, OR ASSOCIATIONS. PACKARD CONCLUDED BY HIGHLY RS80APft:>J©-1976 




FEDEi^Bl^UFmV^jftllUN 

, COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


13: IS P.i 'j.'C:-..T/3/::.C/7C J'.. 

13 J : • C! 3 / PD I ( I'S 1-3 7J.3) 


TELETYPE 


•T "V' v • *'■ Y A 

-Mlh 


■ from■ cis i-^3Ge> \^ 2 / 

MELVIN DOiiP "iT^LDlFli; SPIN? B’JDLD FEBRUARY 26, 137C. 

>. r.t>:::Yir-;CE 3 URLA U TELETYPE TO SALT I MO HE FEE R JAR Y 13, 

I37S; yFO »ITSL TC BALTIMORE, FEBRUARY 20, 1376. 

-33113131 HAT I VC : 

ALL PERSONS CONTACTED WERE ADVISED OF- THE PROVISIONS 
OF the PRIVACY- ACT AMD DID :iOT REQUEST 30 NF IDE iJT IAL ITY. 
ftUXft:;-DRI* has BEES (OVISEB BY^OUTISG SLIP 10 HAPDLE REVIEW 


OF 3IS FILE. 


ON FEBRUARY 24, 137S, SC 


CONTACTED ' 


--1 MARYLAND STATE POLICE CM£F), PIKE3VILLE, 

MARYLAND , WHO ADVISED SHE HAD NO RECORD IDENTIFIABLE V) ITH 

THE APPO-BTC^ MIS WIFE, BARBARA MASTERS LAIRD, I 1> 


Assoc. Dir. - 

Dep.-A.D.-Adm.—.. 

Dep.-A.D.-inv.- 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin.-— 

Comp. Syst - 

Ext Affairs_ 

Files & Com. — 

Gen. Inv.- 

I 4 ent- 

Inspection -- 

Intell.. 

Laboratory - 

Flan. 6 EvaL — 

Spec. Inv. . | 

Training - 

Legal Conn. __ 
Telephone Bn. _ 




?x ' J1E fd ;-5 77 '3-— L) 

on o rrn P 


C,i FEBRUARY 23, 1376, 3 : A|---*- .f(£ h-&'7 C \'2 r ~ fa 

r- C 0 i>p-TE?UEa..« 0 T 0 R VEHICLE P.DMI'ilSIPAT I0S SECORDE POP_ 

rn£ state or «&*. «■** *•?*. «™ B ’ » HICH 

r .,,T THE APPOINT EE , DATE^OF BIRTH , SEPTEMBER' i. - 

CaAR LRIVI'iG,. RECORD YIT'H-XOTAL CL'P.RLKT POINTS OF SV AT * 


If «* 1 

Y 5bAPR 22 1976 







^SE TWO iil\ 1S1-O.U'. 

<0 ' FE3ft JA ?. Y 2.3 , 1976, SA! 


JEILr-MISED 


FkOM. fZUHw' O? THE MOT OR. VEHICLE ADM I.' 1ST FAT I -1 ■ ( :V - A;) 

RECORDS, APrO INTEE VS | - Jf 

—-‘ D IiX NOT• HAVE DR IVEK *3 . LICMSES 10 THE STATE OF 


revealed that the 


faARXM^P♦ —-' 1 **”*'' 1-4J ^ 

BARBARA MASTERS .LAIRD, BORO' MARCH 9 , 1922, 


HAD a CUAa DRiV^ : RECORD.;vnH"lOTAL CUR SENT FOISTS. OF ^ 
f.wF-'rWA CHE ? GK BEVEALEfr THAT THE APPOINTEE*! . _. 

" *M*‘' . _—w--———- 


HF. APPOINTEE’S 


: CfNTfM- » I;SCEX. Of IWVESfIGATIOUS CDCJI), 

D£fASTferf ; ‘Q?r;{PfPE : ^SE' ’ <DOM INDEX TO SECURITY, CRIMINAL ND 

CHE0KED^HRaUGH._4. RH:PRESrNTATIVE 

Ejiiefi'^r- sa T~ ? ~ 1 ST aSADS » - MARYLAND 

* : • < • ■ V: "V-' V 

;* * ' A *•’ ■ *•»’ i • .. . . \ 







t 


PAGE T HR:£ "BA 161 ri;5 3? 


•0?-' PEL RUARY 26, 1976,' .A , REPRESENT AT IVE OF THE DC 11 ADVISED 

- •" • ' ' '‘lljkyiii,-. f 

THAT I:,FORMAT IQS P03SI3LY IQE&T IF I ABLE : TO THE APPOINTEE 


IS COHTA IRES' U THE FILES OF THE j'TAV^L INVEST IS AT IVE SERVICE <NIS) 

V . ; 'jV ’• •/ ' i ]' •• ■" f '• • 

a«S.- NAVY, 'AJ>E-XA|I9«1A* : VIRGIN I ft. r*: aL^XARDPIA V11LL HANDLE. 

ESDI'S . -• • I.-E' . 


>• 5; ; • i*T&' 'M, 1 . s • i . • ■ 

’ • *.'v » . ' r. U* . •• 

• f ^ y «. .* ,-a’* i&' 

' ' 5$. ^ fWi/V’ •" ' ■' 

vv;tf r >;•!. . ■ r -i' t *• « . .v ■.. . :v . 


v r tf . ’• , -v.- •:, • », i ^ 


, , t. ’ ' *<» ''* 


• W H?.r: 

. .A..,; "•*' •'J’.-ti •-* • ,-fff , . ■*>-. • «-** 

3&VSSS-5 <i« - 

. : ■ , ■ ;-*$.&>£■ :* ... , > -\ 8 ;'V* , • - v 

:*s: l&'M li'r. . •- r. 

'>; :• ' ‘ ■■■ v;• . V •: • 

• • : v . "■ .^v. •; r.* 4 :/?- M.v 

: ' A, 'V’A.' ; ■ i v ■• ; : v- 1 t '-•■• 

-^0'- ^ ;s ?0, ■ 

i..- / . 1 V' C i ■ v %U - . 

• A ; • •; A • Ri ;, > •; . " . ' V ' Vi .... , 


' ■ ‘fA • *' V-fe 

*■ .. ' " ' . . A. . . s ' ':>;• ■ - ■ • ! , 

•• 4 A »’ * 1 •■•-’ *•■ • 

•' . vV ' ^ 


v 1 vr;^\- • ... 

; ji M^.v; r 
. ■ *■' * 




2/26/76 


Transmit the following in — 

TELETYPE 


PLAINTEXT _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

NITEL 

7 Precedence) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL) AND 

SAC, CHARLOTTE (U?l - ) / 

FROM: SAC, WFO ( 

MELVIN ROBERtG,AIRD . SPECIaVt^QUIRY . BUDED FEBRUARY 26, 1976, 
WITHOUT FAIL 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFO DATED FEBRUARY 19, 1976, AND 
WFO TELEPHONE CALL TO CHARLOTTE, FEBRUARY 26, 1976. 

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT VERY EXPEDITIOUS 
SPECIAL INQUIRY TO BRING UP TO DATE A SPECIAL INQUIRY 
CONDUCTED CONCERNING LAIRD IN DECEMBER, 1968 . HE IS BEING 
CONSIDERED FOR A PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION NOT 


INDICATED. 




WFO INVESTIGATION REVEALS LAIRD HAS A 


AND LAIRD'S 



(T)-Bureau 
1-Tickler 
1-WFO 

RFQ:smv 

(3) 




mx <Jved: / %k ij „ ___ 

r C Special Agent in Charge 


5 6 APR 2 2 1976 


.M Per. 


GPO : 1975 0 - 590-992 







FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 


\ 

f B I ‘ 

• i v 

Date: 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Precedence) 

PAGE TWO WFO 161-5232 

LEAD. CHARLOTTE. AT CHAPEL HILL AND CHEROKEE , NORTH 
CAROLINA. WILL VERIFY RESIDENCE OF LAlR d 
AND SECURE POLICE CHECKS. 

SUTEL RESULTS TO BUREAU. 

END. 


Transmit the following in 

Via- 



Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 


GPO: 1975 








FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVES^'CaT^^ 

COMMUNICATIONS SFCTI 

teletype 


j Amoc. Dir. 
D'-p.-A.D.-A 


NR 222 Cl PLAi 


S C£ FM aim. 2/26/76 GEE 
TO DIr/cTCR 


FROM CINCINNATI (16 1- 1383) (UlUCyy I ^ 

MELVIN ROBERlO-AlRP. JR.. SPE^T^L INGUIRY; LUDED: FEBRUARY ^—- 

26, 1 S 76 * -/< 

hD RE CINCINNATI TELCAL TO BUREAU, FEBRUARY 26, 1S76. 

nV r - 

^ ON FEBRUARY 26, i97 6,|_ 

\ CENTRAL INDEX FILES, DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL SECURITY 
CLEARANCE OFFICE, DISCO, COLUMBUS, OHIO. A DVISED THAT MELVI!'. 

ROEERT LAIRD, SSAN 392- 14-5736, IS ISSUED THE FOLLOWING CURRENT 
CLEARANCES EASED ON A EACKGRGUND INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI 


I P*p.-A.D.-A dm. 
Pep-A.D.-InT._ 

Asst Dir.: 

Admin.__ 

Comp. Syst._ 

Ext. Affairs _ 

Files & Com ___ 

Gen. Inv.__ 

ident. ...;_ 

Inspection_ 

Intel!. __ 

Laboratory_ 

Plan. & KvaL — 

Spoo. Inv._ 

Training __ 

Legal Coun. I 

Telephone ftny _ I 

TMrectcr Vii; I 


ON JANUARY 2, 1969: 




- JANUARY 20, 1976, EMPLOYING AfiENCY, Pl'RALAlCR, 


incorporated, rahway, new jersey C—<0 AiJt- 

SECRET - - FEBRUARY 2£, 1975, EMPLOYING AGENCY, CCKML'.MCATICr A IT 

/ / )a 

SaTELITE CORPORATION, WASHINGTON, D. C. . .. . ^ l-U 

1 1 c o '! >1 \y f 

SECRET - FEBRUARY 6, 1975, EMPLOYING AGENCY, YORTH’.' vGT • 

AIRLINES, INCORPORATED, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA • NOI'rL. 




END. 


^^23 APR 6 1S76 

,-A 111 11 — 



APR 2 19flj 






FEDERAL PURftU OF MYESTlMTION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


4 M? PLAI - ! _ t , fpfiaet9?^' i 

11 P 5 PM NITEL FEBRUARY 27 , 1976 4 |f| CJYpjg \'^W 

TO DIRECTOR, P)l 161 - 5799 , " A\f 

W^OM MINNEAPOLIS 161 -NEW |V 

'^LVIK ROBErPlaIRD, . 42 ** 5 ?PI• ’, BIIDSO FEBRUARY 26 , 1976 . 
.“• RE FI I HP TELE CALL TO M P FEBRUARY 27 , 1976 . 


ftp f'Zi 

’\ f )‘ 


| Assoc. Dir. _— 

> r-y / I>ep.-A.D.-AdnJ— 

'' ' Dep.-A.D.-Invw_ 

/rf? Asst. Dir.: 

f V Admin.__ 

Comp. Syst. _£_ 

Ext. Affairs —1- 

^ b6 Piles & Com. _ 

r K7r Gen. Inv.- 

\ b7C Ident_ 

Inspection —.. 

/ \ Intoll._ 

Laboratory _ 

Plan. & EvaL_ 

Spec. Inv._c 

Training_ 

Legal Conn. _, 

Telephone ftm. 
Director Sec’y _, 


01 ! FEBRUARY P. 7 , 1976. 1 L 

'•LAC/CRAF, SECURITY PROGRAM, NORTHWEST ORIENT AIRLINES, MINNEAPOLIS - 


ST. PAWL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, ADVISED THAT 
MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, DATE OF BIRTH SEPTEMBER 1, 1922, SOCIAL SECURITY 
ACCOHUT UHMP-FP 392-14-5736 IS PRESENTLY A MEMBER OF THE IICRTWZST 
ORIENT AIRLINES BOARD OF DIRE CTORS. HF BECAME A MEMBER OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS OH MAY PW, 1974, AMD O N FEBRU ARY 6, 19 75, HE '-’AS GRANTED 
A OEO n ET -CLEARANCE PY THE CHIEF OFFICE OF INDUSTRIAL SECURITY, DEFE^S^? 
PONT 0 ACT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. £® c 

T‘ I ADVISED THAT NORTHWEST AIRLINES COCATES WITH LAIRD 

THROUGH THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 

READERS DIGEST, 173*? RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, SUITE PIE, WASH IDG TOR, 

D.C., 2*306, TELEPHONE NUMBER 202-223-1642. , r / 

Ho hO ( ’ r ~ 1(%J 

INFORMATION REGARDING LAIRD’S CEORET CLEARANCE CAN BE OBTAIMED IP^ 
NEEDED THROUGH CHIEF OFFICE OF INDUSTRIAL SECURITY, DEFENSE CONTRACT 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES, REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 1136 uASHIN GT$? 

Ap R 6 1976 





5b APR 22 19/6 


a 






PAP? TWO MP 1 SI-NEW 

b6 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 631511. b7c 

| AP VISED THAT NORTHWEST AIRLINES RECORDS DO NOT SHOW 
THE TITLE "JUNIOR" AS BEING PART OF LAIRD’S NAME. 

| HAS ADVISED OF THE PROVISION'S OF THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 
AND HE ADVISED HE DID NOT DESIRE HIS NATE TO BE KEPT OONriDEN'TIftt r . 





FD-36 (Rev.^-14-74) 




\ 


Date: 3/3/76 


Transmit the following in . 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Precedence) 


Assoc. Dir. - 

Dep.-A.D.-Adm,— 

I Dep.-A.D.-Inv._ 

lAsst Dir.: 

Admin.- 

Comp. Syst.- 

Ext. Affairs — 
Files £ Com. — 
, Gen. Inv.. 


Inspection 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (161-5792) 

FROM: SAC, ALEXANDRIA (161-34460 (RUC). 

MELVIN ROBERTLAIRD \ / 

SPECIAL INQUIRY -^ 

BUDED: 2/26/76 WOF 


Telephone Ilm. . 
Director t-Vc’y _ 


2/25/76. 


Re Butel to AX 2/19/76, and AX teletype to Bureau 


NIS RECORD CHECK 

SC I I caused a search to be made of the 

files of the Naval Investigative Service (NIS) Headquarters, 
and was advised on 3/2/76 that the files contained no record,. 
concerning the appointee. 


M-5TO- 

NOT RECORDED 
23 APR 6 1976 


lQBureau 
1- Alexandria 
TAB:smb 
( 2 ) 



Approved: 




Special Agent in Charge 


. M Per. 


GPO : 1975 O - 590-932 








1 - Mr. Fehl 
1 - Mr. Steel 
1 - Mr. Dooher 


£arch 4, 1976 
BY LIAISON 


b6 

b7C 



The White House 
Washington, X>. C, 




CC TO: _ 

REQ. REC’D 

MAY 20 1977 


27 




Bear 


22i£- 


/ 


? i 


In accordance with 
on February 19, 1976, an im 
concerning ?Jr. Ifelvin Rober- 


ANS 

BY: _ , 

/<L™ tU-K.. Laidjdt- 

a request received from you 
tigation has been conducted 
aird. Transmitted herewith 


is a summary memorandum containing the results of this 
investigation. 

An applicant-type investigation was conducted 
concerning Mr. Laird in 1969, the results of which have 
been previously furnished to you. The enclosed summary 
memorandum covers the period since January, XS69. 

Information has been received indicating chocks 
of the files of the Internal Revenue Service; United States 
Secret Service; Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil 
Service Commission; and the Naval Investigative Service, 
Naval Intelligence Command, have not been completed. When 
the results of these checks have been received, you will 
be advised. 









m 3 416 PM 76 

'■?£C*7 

CORRfSPONnE'lREVIEW 

~ B ] 


_ 

dCTC . .- 

REQ. HyJ’U.NV'.VS^ 

NOV 20 1981 

ANS. 

BY : 


fc 5. 10 37 AH’76 


?fZRE£i>0r.D£>!3£ REVIEVf 


r n i 


% Lj 


*h£ REVIEW V S, 

1 0r . ^ Mi 

■}/ (<fbL{ Es "tArn/£ 

M)nm 

* MO Jljl^ 






NOTE: Mr. Laird, aged 53, Senior Counsellor, Reader’s Digest, 
Washington, D. C., is former Secretary of Defense and former 
Counsellor to the President for Domestic Affairs. He is being 
considered for a Presidential appointment, position unknown. 
Investigation concerning Mr. La ird favorable, except 19 71 
applicant-type investigation of | 1 

I 1 Mr. Laird, revealecTl ] of b7 

the Student Mobilization Committe e to End the War in Vietnam 
in 1970 while attending college. | was arrested on charge 

of desecration o f Americ an flag. Departmental applicant 
investigation of I I in February.1976. favorable. In 

addition, Lair d 

Four agency checks outstanding. 


- 2 



V.S. Department JJPostice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington. D.C. 20535 

DEC 13 1984 


MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD 


b6 

b7C 


The information contained in this summary memorandum 
supplements information'contained in an expanded name check dated 
November 15, 1984. 


Agency Checks 

Information has been received from the United States 
Attorney's Office, Baltimore, Maryland, indicati ng its files 

contain a n index card reference to a case titled _ 

| versus Melvin Laird," and indicates that a "preliminary 
injunction United States Army" was filed concerning this case on 
September 29, 1969, and that a petition of habeas corpus was 
granted. The reference is incomplete; however, it does indicate 
the attorney handling this matter was J. Frederick Motz, who is 
the present United States Attorney, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Mr. Motz has advised he recalled the case in general 
terms and believes it involved Mr. Laird as a respondent in his 
official capacity as Secre tary of Defens e. Mr. Motz" stated that 
he believes the plaintiff. I l was seeking an early 

release from the military.. Mr. Motz also advised that to his 
knowledge Mr. Laird was never the subject of a suit filed against 
him personally. 


A check of^the records of the United States District 
Court, Baltimore, Maryland, indicate that 36 separate cases were 
filed against Mr. Laird, either as Secretary of Defense or in his 
name. The records also indicate that all 36 cases were filed and 
dispositions entered prior to 1979. All files concerning these 
cases have been transferred to the General Services 
Administration, General Archives Division, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where a release from a federal district judge is 
required for access to the files. 

George Beall, United States Attorney for the District 
of Maryland during the late 1960's, was interviewed for 
information concerning these cases. Mr. Beall advised that to 
the best of his recollection these cases involved Mr. Laird in 
his official capacity as Secretary of Defense and were brought by 
conscientious objectors or those seeking early release from the 
military. Mr. Beall stated he knew of no cases in which personal 
suits were brought against Mr. Laird. 


ou5?//. eport as *»mi abe a to' 
Dcaot *«nov 9 
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1 - Mr. Fehl 
1 - Mr. Steel 
1 - Mr. Dooher 


teach 3, 1376 
BY LIAISON 
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TSelTSTEeUouEQ- 

Washington, B. C. 

Dear | ~j 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 4, 
1976, which furnished you a summary memorandum containing 
/^the results of investigation concerning Mr. Ifelvin R obert 


Information has been received from the Bureau 
of Personnel Investigations, Civil Service Commission; 

United States Secret Service; and the Naval Investigative 
Service, Naval Intelligence Command, indicating their files 

contain either no record or no additional pertinent information_ J 

concerning Mr. Laird. 


A check of the records of the Internal Revenue 
Service has not been completed. When the results of this 
check are received, you will be advised. 


O^i 




Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 



|M- 

Ir- 



Assoc. Dir. - 

Dcp. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AD Inv.- 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adrr 


MPD: jas 






(5), 


Comp. Syst. . 

Ext. Affairs - 

Files & Com. _ 


il 




(*■?' / 7 

■ / i 


O / ' 

/ 


m. e' 1 7S7&: 


Gen. Inv. 
Idem. . 


I 


Inspection . 
Intel I. 


‘V 


Laborotory — 
Plon. & Evql. 



/V 




</ 


‘ 

1 


/ 

teletype unit □ RETURN TO ?,&. DOOHER, ROOM 3125 


/ 


,4 


# 

QPO : 1975 O - 669-920 
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Dep. AD Mg 
Dep. AD Injf. 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. _ 

Comp. Sysla* 
Ext. Affpfrs . 
Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. _ 

Ident. _ 

Inspection _ 
Intel I. _ 

Laboratory _ 

Legal Coun. . 
Planr^j^J 

Training_T 

Telephone Rm, 
Director 


ann> *■“. the vkdi ^ V : .capital Ten tossy ufpcf4v* 

GOMCiiCTI.NG S£CU3E?Y CHW.CC OH ”0P ? £F k? 77.»S15 SJy'SiS'WiS?:- 
MAMflofitfeP. • APPA3CK71.V POP. APPOIKTKEW? A$ EECRSTA&'Y O'. 1 ’ STATAT 

H: £AIS) FORW VF&ES CU»!?Etr TeiTFTTASI'AHT' 

'$.& a '’political liability ■/.?; his campaign TdnFfer? 
30^^tick b against Rome rlmgak* • •:■' -n' '•••i 

•;'■■;*»&- *L£lj£2?Y CiSCKS HER:" P-KIHG CCfiD-JC?*;?) GR LAIfrlH ft* ;U-A 

«0&5& G6U.MGUE OF FOSS’S, I?! KASHIN&T0N A MS W* SOONER a '.VTT 


AYIYC FOSS WAS ANXTDU 
FAV'Ot. OF IteZV’. 
r r in oo "r-n jvr "■ vnw at •« 


NOT recorded 
23 APR 6 1976 


\ 



Mrs.. Laird, not further identified, is not known 
to have been the subject of an investigation conducted by 
this Bureau. $/ / 

Mr. Laird, who you advised is affiliated with 
The Reader's Digest, 1730 Rhode Island Avenue, Northwest, 
Washington, JEL-JCL, may be identical with one Melvin Robert 
Laird, born September 1, 1922, at Omaha, Nebraska. He was 
the Subject of applicant-type investigations conducted 
by the FBI in late 1968 and 1976. Copies of the FBI summary 
memoranda dated January 2, 1969, and March 4, 1976, with 
Internal Revenue Service-memorandum dated March 12, 1976, 
concerning Melvin Robert^Laird , are attached. 

(161-5792-28,68,70) 

The Washington Capital News Service on March 3, 1976, 
quoted the Madison (Wisconsin) Capital Times as reporting 
that President Gerald Ford was considering Laird to replace 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, and identified Laird 
as a Senior Counselor for National and International Affairs 
for The Reader *s Digest and a Director of the Phillips Oil 
Company, (161-5792-72) 

The central files of the FBI, including the records / () 
of the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent' ' 
information concerning the captioned individuals based upon 
background information submitted in connection with this 
name check request* 



Enclosures - 3 
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Assoc. Dir. _ 


NOTE: 


Dep. AD A dm._ 

Dep. AD Inv.- 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Sorv. 

Crim. 

Fin. & 

Idcnt. 
lntcll 
J Laboi 
j Lcgd Coun 
/ Plan. & !nsp.\£. 

} Rcc Mgnt. - - 

Spec. Inv.- 

Toch. Scrvs.— 
Training 
P«iUU.Affcd3ff. 
Tclcp 

Dirocfe/’s Jftc’y _ 


Per request o f| 

j) , tor Mr. 


the President. 






Robert J. iiipsh-utz. Counsel 

3 MAY SI 1977 


MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT □ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF' IN 
* . . Records Branc 
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TIGATION 


p, 3 


19 


Ip 


I I Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg. 
□ Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg. 

I | Forward to File Review 

I | Attention_ 

I I Return to 


5224 J-J&tt 


Super vis or 


Room Ext. 


Type of Search Requested: 

I I Restricted Search Not Applied 
I | All Reference (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
I I Subversive Search 
I | Nonsubversive Search 
[MMain 3a/ft £ Vc.tC\3p S gC Rp 


References Only 


Special Instructions: 

i 1 Restricted to Locality of- 

I I Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
i I Buildup □ Variations 




Subject J- A l/g p , m GLUIM 


Birthdate & Place 
Address- 


Local! && Sk'fM 

R# 3-fDate _ S* b>. _Initials JP$. 

Pr °d- tt RV 91977 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 


9- Q957U> ^ 




9 - 5/ f 7 7 

pn 



9-524^/ 

u( TP 

Io3l~ 


,1b 1-5790. 5C 

" 7S 

Jb/-S790-9h 6, Jn , 

7)1) 

1 

L 

M-rntMa - 7 ^ - 77 ? or 


A*? / “ l#5! ~ ! h Sxiii tx** L&> aJ 

«_ 

Mel 1 /to -~'$h 

W 

9- si/3l pZWt- 

m 

9 - 5 / / 7 V .l^ /'Tl - 

no 

9 ~5/^r "/nf 


9-S/5/7 ‘ V7 

. ra 

P^SSJTS C7" 

he> 

‘2_-£kl5L>. 


£k - 39952 7 


FBI/DOJ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF HSf| 
.Records Branc 
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P 


f,3 


T1GATION 


19. 


□ Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bidg. 

□ Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg. 

I I Forward to File Review 

I | Attention_ 

I I Return to 


5224 3333 


Supervisor 


Room Ext. 


Type of Search Requested: 

I I Restricted Search Not Applied 
I | All Reference (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
I I Subversive Search 
I \Non subversive Searph & 


teferences Only 


3 


Special Instructions: 

1 I Restricted to Locality of_ 

I I Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

I I Buildup □ Variations 


Subject A^ep, mgLVlIU 

Birthdate & Place- 

Address_ 




Localities 


R #: 


m. 


. Date. 




Searcher /, + * 
. Initials 


Prod. 


KV 9B7? 



FBI/DOJ 
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DEPARTMENT 07 JUSTICE 
FEDERAL DUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FOUM 


PAGE g _|_ CONTINUATION SHEET _ 

S P/ESERTTOg DE Hfl DDMfl UNCLAS __ 

_ CHECK IND ICES AND ELSUR FILES BASED UPON AVAILABLE INFORMA- 

20 _TION CONCERNING APPOINTEE-. IF UTILIZING MAJOR CASE INFORMATION 
18 _SYSTEM, OCIS OR ISIS ALSO CHECK THOSE DATA BASES. PROMPTLY 
_SUTEL RESULTS {.POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE! BY TELETYPE SUMMARY AND IF 
16 _POSITIVE-. FOLLOW WITH COPIES OF DOCUMENTS BY AIRTEL. 

ALSO CONTACT THE U- S- ATTORNEY’S OFFICE TO DETERMINE IF 
14 _THERE IS ANY INDICATION OF FEDERAL PROSECUTIVE ACTION {CIVIL OR 
_CRIMINALn IN CLOSED OR CURRENT FILES! CONCERNING APPOINTEE. 

12 _ NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS REQUESTED AT THIS TIME-. HOWEVER 
_OFFICES TO SUBMIT RESULTS BY BUDED BY SUMMARY TELETYPE SUITABLE 
10 _FOR DISSEMINATION, NO REPORT NECESSARY. 


SPIN 


8_BT 


DO NOT TYP2 MESSAGE BELOW THIS UN’S 


FBI/DOJ 


DO NOT TYPE PAST THIS LINE 






e Searching Unit, 4543, TUt 115 
Service Unit, 4654, TL# 225 
□ Special File Room, 5991, TU 1 22 
Forward to Filn Rpvipw FiAA7 T1 ft 143 

Attention 1_ _ L__: 

S Return to 1 ?? E . IU A&T -+*** V 

Supervisor, Room, TL#, Ext 


Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 

□ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

SL Unrestricted (Active & Inactive IndexJ _ ^ A 


Special Instructions: (Check '<£> 0 VSO** 

8. All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

A □ Main_References Only 

’ □ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

? fp Buildup jS Variations 

■V'ff ,'/□ Restricted to Locality of_ 

r ‘/'Subject JlteAMfi l . hzfrlA O — J2MLRo ^JC± _ 

Birthdate & Place 
ljU Address 

,,\U_■- 

Localities ss fi tf & V -4~? 3 < C , , _ 

£trp:'^tvu«£ 

RH Date Initials 

Prod. 1 rJO _ 

v K/-T7 FILE NUMBER SERIAL 


IfAe/a 


c ®earcher . 
Initials 


SERIAL 




-vT79.3 (uxti 

3 - /o </<3 o £3 


<8 9 - ^J7? 



-?<r< 

; 1 ' - //ix 


- 


OCT 2 l o 


FBI/DOJ 
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•NUMEROUS RIlFER' 


'A'rb $2 


Supervisor- 

Rrf _D a te — 


ARCH SLIP 


If fa 


-Hoorn — 
Search^ 
JniticK/ 


Prod. 


FILE NUMBER 


m/svaT /& 

fa - //d 9 /q - S_ _ 

fa -/// 7 fa - £ - _ 

/jjUvS fay / 0 

- /// 


\ ~ i &y 

\ 77* 
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_ - \f f A 
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•NUMEROUS REFER^UCE 


) SEARCH SLIP 


Supervisor 




Prod. 


)A±U 


FILE HUMBER 


-Room_ 

Searcher 
.Initial_ 


SERIAL 


- /*(/ 


HotxrT' 


$7-./<ro C**? 


%7- Mlfr? 
nil-.27^7? 


/ec>-4MotL? 
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-b7E - 



</o/f - /o 






^ £> - 3 7 
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• NUMEROUS REFERI 


/) ^ SEARCH SLIP 

/uJS /Vl/Jcry^ 


Supervisor. 


.Date — 


_ i -Room _ 

Ii7 A ^ Search. 
—I-Initial 


Prod. 


6 + Jl 


FILE NUMBER 



SERIAL 








3/979 


S3/So 


9- ^3 </j / 




uii'D 
U1 l) 

ulT I) 
MT/) 








- /£4 




_s_^2^±j_^s 

~ &.? 

1 


rbf~ 


AS- 



FBI/ DOJ 
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•NUMEROUS REFER^pE v ' 

Supervisor __Room 

fOjpf Searcher 

R# _Date _Initial W _ 

Prod. -Hi _ 

FILE NUMBER a SERIAL 

^ ^ tjb*'**' - >^ r ' 

Pi 

Jb'37te73~/ ^ 


./^/h - t 7 

' / ,/r 

ip 

Y7- yy~3Yt -/ ^ 

wm 

/ 1j 7 E 

w/~ /? </9o - 7 
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'Aib 
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)sp- /u-Xsts>-‘>-/9 
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/4e\3B97&~ /9 
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NOVEMBER 1, IHflM 


UNCLAS 


PRIORITY 


SFsHIPP NY33DE HQ HOllO $H!C¥UICP Q11815Z NOV SM 
FM DIRECTOR FBI 

TO FBI NEW YORK PRIORITY 

BT 

UNCLAS 

HELVIN ROBERtWaIRD-. SPECIAL INQUIRY-EXPANDED NAME CHECK-. 
BUDED: 11/1/64 WITHOUT FAIL. IBI PLEASE PHONE RESULTS BY COB 
11/5/64 • 

REBUTELS TO ALL OFFICES DATED =1/7/62. 

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT EXPEDITE EXPANDED NAME 
CHECK OF APPOINTEE FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT-. POSITION NOT 
INDICATED. FBIHQ FILES INDICATE LEAD FIELD OFFICES MAY HAVE 
RECORDS PERTAINING TO APPLICANT- 

CHECK INDICES AND ELSUR FILES BASED UPON INFORMATION 
CONCERNING APPOINTEE. 

IF UTILIZING MAJOR CASE INFORMATION SYSTEM-. OCISn OR ISIS 
SHOULD ALSO CHECK THOSE DATA BASES. PROMPLY SUTEL RESULTS 
{POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE! BY TELETYPE SUMMARY AND IF POSITIVE-. 
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MOT RECORDS 


E l-Eu 5 mz 
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DEPARTMENT 07 JUSTICE 
F2DS3AIBU3EAU 07 INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 


•CONTINUATION SHEET 


FMGEARimEDE Hd 01 ID UNCLAS 

V :- 

FOLLOW WITH COPIES OF DOCUMENTS BY AIRTEL- ADDITIONALLYi 


ADVISE 


SPIN-. XHESfln IMMEDIATELY UPON COMPLETION OF 


18 _record CHECKS. 

LAIRD IS CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS SENIOR COUNSELOR-i READER'S 
16 _DIGEST-, WASHINGTON-, D. C • i RESIDES 5703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE-, 
_BETHESDA-, MARYLANDi IS DESCRIBED AS BORN SEPTEMBER 1-, 1=122, 
14 _IN OMAHA-, NEBRASKA '■> AND HAS SSAN 3=52-14-5731=. 

SPIN 


DO NOT TYPE MESSAGE DSLOVV THIS LINE 


FBI/DOJ 


DO NOT TYPS PAST THIS UN5 







ECLASSIFICATIQN AUTHORITY DERIVED FRCM: 
FBI AUTO-iATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 05-24-2019 BY:I 


i* vrvuv . * o/ 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 
I ! Facsimile 
r-<7i Airtel 


PRECEDENCE: 
I I Immediate 
□ Priority 
I I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 


□ S ECRET 

□ C O NFIDENTIAL — 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 

□ UNCLAS 

rwo 11/5/84 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: Jy^ADZC, NEW YORK (161B-9468) (RUC) (A-4) 

SUBJECT: MELVIN ROBERT-LAIRD 

SPIN - EXPANDED >NAME CHECK 
BUDED: PAST 


This communication is classified 


r^-in its entirety. 


Re New Yor k tel to Bureau, dated 11/5/84, and New York 
telcal to | | Headquarters, on 11/5/84. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the copies of the following 
serials mentioned in re tel: 

1) Elsur log , dated f | / 

2) WFO airtel to Bureau, dated 2/15/68, entitled ( 

I I IS - PO; 00: WFO; 1 ' V ~ 



4) FD—302 regarding BARRY J. SHILLITO, dated 4/24/81. 


/U- 519SL- 





(2Bureau (Encs. 4) (RM) 
1 - New York 

WER:mcw ^ j 

(4) \ ’ 


•\ r OT P-ZCORO® 
f2 ST/ 7 


v/rL 


AppSJliMMJm 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 


U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1982 0 - 369-895 




































' : WQ: indices;negative concerning 


u- .J_[pointed•oat that 

of. age * is an emev&J&Jfos] ” 





roa VXasQMsin - vho is Chairraa'n of' thC Republi 


Cossnitteel 1 •, - 4 

■ . ' J . f * t . . . . I. I to *' ** 

../■ C'- 15 • jT 

. & copy'of this c^iJaainication is being furnished 

to the New York Office sitfiee subject is 



r',-.' i>J3iG ’LHM is' classified 


investigative .interest -in a repregehtative" of a!f©reign. power;. 

\..:V €?r. .5 v- v «.o ' v ' * \ ■ . 

- - .; t r,5 .j; „C ._ ;.f * • k vo- --•* <•' ‘ 1 • 


?f i&l since ; it reveals 


* fc » 
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£ ! >» ‘ 


, « . f 1 »*.*» *» 


i cv.* *• : —\ l/ •; -• T .> * . 

■ - r s -it.".- ^ *•'* - - ^ " w '- • 


*r v-. > r <• 


• £ • # j •; i. . J » ^ ■’ • 


t. v - •' n 

.. ; ... >: r,. v v 5 . • ’ 




y>y U.^. 


, -r; .r 1 s ’ 


- ^ : - *" •<*.'. *’*'.■ • *,"•'••• \* ' v . . •;i • . , •* S C'v . ,Vj* . .-*■ *- >7. ' ‘ ; * K . 





















FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI |_| 

AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 

SAC, NEW YORK 


INTERNAL SECURITY 


source*4ho 


HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADJffSED THAT 
HE HAD LEARNED THAT ON THIS DATE, 



HAD A RATHER IMPORTANT MATTER RELATING/TO 


IN A MEETING WITH 


PERSONAL ATTENTION 


HAD BEEN ASKED BY 


SOMEONE IN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WHO IS AWARE 

_^_ 

I TO SPEAK PERSONALLY! 


3-New York 
1-Supervisor #31 

DFG/aas b) 

._ /X -n 


GOULD SUGGEST AS TO THE WAY IN WHICH THE 

„ ~»V 


O.M 






•Indexed 


Approved: 


Scecial Agent in Charge 


_ bent_ 

^4’ncu^u 


' jU 

URP 


■//¥" 




















Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 



Approved; 


Special Agent in Charge 
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1 - 1 

* 

THROUGH PHONE NUMBER SUPPLIED BY SOURCE. 





Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 










































VZCZC0YC5S9 

00 KQ iN om my 

DEMY #0144 3 US 122 

ZKY UUUUU iriNV^TISATIE 

R £5234 iZ MOV 8 4 . y' 

FK FBI ME U YORK (IS 13 -9/60 ( P) (A-3) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI TKManflTF. 


SNoviiM uZJrjz 


fEBIWAUBOflEAUi 

•FXNVptlfiATIWl 




UNCLAS 


•c^yw-Actt*. 

:?*rc. A&KTVL 

i Exec. AO*. 

! As^j. Dr- 
j M&'.^.Scrv3, , 
| Cws.lnv. __ 

_ 

l'. X _ 

l O2"s*i0:y _ 
1 \\A C^uii 
t- rf Con^ 

' VJ.c Aifs 

Tv^-i. SofY$,.. f 

T.vjn -‘-cj___ 

T*V»or® 
Ptottet’s Secy. 


^ i-^ ^ j . 


MELVIN- ROBERT 


o 

ERT LAIRD, SPIN-EXPANDED MAKE CHECK, 3UDED: PAST 


REFERENCE BUREAU TEL TC NEW YORK, DATED KG VENEER 1, 1SS4. ( 


A REVIEW OF ELS UR INDICES ON NOVEMBER 2, 1934 BY 


AND A REVIEW OF ELSUR LOGS BY) 


REFLECTS MELVIN 


LAIRD'S NAME. NEW YORK WILL FORWARD COPY OF ELSUR LOG TO BUREAU BY 


AIRTEL. 


A REVIEW OF NEW YORK GENERAL INDICE 
FILE REVIEW ON NOVEMBER' 3, ‘ IS 84 BY | 


CPY GF ELSUR LOG TO BUREAU B\ 

HP/: 

/£/- 5093b - 11 

CES ON NOVEMBER 2, IS54, AND 


|REVE ALED THE 

not recoroSB” 

S Ft' 3 _S 1333 




u 


/ 






PAGE TWO DEJJY 3144 UNCI, AS" 

FOLLOWING REGARDING Pi EL VIM ROBERT LAIRD: 


NEW YORK FILE 161-2698* CAPTIONED "KELVIN ROBE 


SPIN", DATED. DECEMBER 23, .1968, IS IDENTICAL TO CAPTIONED 


RT LAIRD, JR; \ 
TIONED SUBJECTy/^ 


NEW YORK FILE 


RECLASSIFIED INTO 


CAPTIONED 


IS— FO ; WFQ; 3 UREA(j FILE 


DATED 


FEBRUARY 15, 19 68.. FILE REFLECTS THAT MELVIN R. LAIRD, A CONGRESS¬ 
MAN FROM .WISCONSIN WHO IS CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN HOUSE 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEE, SELECTED ONE I 
THIS COMMITTEE. ■ LAIRD IS ALSO A FRIEND OF 
FORWARDED TO- 3UREAU 3Y AIRTEL. . 


FOR A POSITION WITH 
" > COPY WILL BE 


MEW YORK FILE 


CAPTIONED '1 


DATED 


BUREAU FILE 


COPY WILL BE FORWARD ED TO BUREAU BY AIRTEL. 


r ; ISIS, NYO, CHECKED BY [_| ON K0VEK3ER 5, 1984,- [j 

AND REVEALED NEW YORK FILE 19 4- 127 SUB B-S6, CAPTIONED .j | 


ET AL 


COPY 
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TO: DIRECTO R, FBI b6 

(ATTN: I ~| b7c 

FROM: ADIC, NEW YORK (161B-3t4?8) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: MELVIN ROBER^AIRD 

SPIN - EXPANDED NAME CHECK 

Reference New York airtel to Bureau,dated 11/5/84 and 
Bureau telephone call to New York, 11/13/84. 

A review of the enclosures mentioned in reference airtel 
and files did not reflect any derogatory information regarding 
captioned subject. 


Ip- Bureau 

(ATTN: £ 
1 - New York 
WER:wer 


not 

V.. . l'> * • 
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~ UNCLAS 
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1 ATTN : 


SPIN UNIT 


RE BUREAU PHONE' CALL OF 


MELVIN ROBERr-lAIRD, SPIN, BUDED : PAST 


& 5 WaT 
( Art f-f/C) 


Ui. r 

[ T.-i.’irj_ 

T^Vp5lOT3 
Craft's Sc'jf_ 


1984. 


ON NOVEMBER 14, 19 84, 


TO BALTIMORE OJJ NOVEMBER 13, 

jtr : ? Haca 5151 

I . UNITED 


STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND, ADVISED ACCORDING 
TO INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THEIR DOCKET CARD, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD 
RESIDED A~ 5 703 KIRKWOOD DRIVE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND, DURING 
1969. NO OTHER IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION COULD BE OBTAINED. 
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NOV 1 5 1984 
M COOKIES 
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The White iioutfc 
tfciShington, D. C. 


]Prei*idv?nt 


b6 

b7C 



Dear 


} 


V—. 




in jocordufioe with a roquosu recoive-d fron you on 
otober 25, 1i?j4, an e-xpundodv mono chock has bean oonduccoc 
concerning Mr. Melvin S ober tvL.airri. . 


Enclosed is a summary memorandum containing the results 
of this expanded name check. 

7 / •• ; 
/ b / 


Sincerely yours, 

'4i** 



& 





Oliver b. Kcveil 

Assistant Director 

Criminal invostigutive Division 1 


Enclosure 
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NOTE: Request for expanded name check received October 25, 1984, 

from | | the White House. Mr. Laird is currently 

employed as Senior Counselor, National and International Affairs, 
Reader's Digest Association, Incorporated, Washington, D. C. The 
expanded name check is complete and ostensibly favorable. The 
records of the United States Attorney's Office in Baltimore, 
Maryland, reveal that Mr. Laird was the subject of a preliminary 
injunction brought by the United States Army in 1970, and that a 
petition of habeas corpus was granted. No additional information 
•is a-vairaibl©* as' .the Baltimore United States Attorney's 


Logoi Coun. 
Off. Cong. & 
Public Affs. 
Roc. Mgnf. _ 
Toch. Sorvs. . 
Training . . . 


1 


destroys its r^j/ords after ten years. 
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Director's Soc'y_ 
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Melvin Robert Laird 


b6 

b7C 


On November -15, 1984. 1~ 1 the White 

House Security Office, was advised by SSA I 1 of t he 

above information, and after consultation with I I 

| to the President, indicated that no 
additional inquiries were necessary concerning the matter 
referred to by the records in the Baltimore United States 
Attorney's Office. 

It is noted this expanded name check was delayed in 
being submitted due to voluminous files at FBIHQ which had to be 
reviewed concerning Mr. Laird and issues raised by the New York 
and Baltimore Divisions which required additional contacts with 
those divisions. 
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This summary memorandum contains the results of an 
expanded name check concerning Mr. Melvin Robert Laird, who was 
born on September 1, 1922, in Omaha, Nebraska. 


Agency Checks 

Information has been received from the United States 
Attorneys' Offices in Baltimore, Maryland, and Washington, D. C. 
where Mr. Laird currently resides and is employed, indicating 
their civil and criminal files contain no record concerning him, 
except the following: 


A search of the docket records of the United 
States Attorney's Office in Baltimore, Maryland, 
disclosed that Melvin Robert Laird residing at 
5703 Kirkwood Drive, Chevy Chase, Maryland, 
was the subject of a preliminary injunction 
brought by the United States Army in 1970, and 
that a petition of habeas corpus was granted. A 
representative of the United States Attorney's 
Office advised that no other information is 
available because records are only maintained 
for ten years and the records in question have 
been destroyed. 


Central files at FBI Headquarters and in the Baltimore 
and Washington Field Offices, including the files of the 
Identification Division and appropriate computer data bases, 
contain no additional pertinent information concerning Mr. Laird 


Exec AD Adm. . 
Exoc AD Inv. _ 
Ex.c AD LES _ 
Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Sorvs. _ 
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Idonf. _ 
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NOVEMBER 23n 1*184 


UNCLAS 


PRIORITY 


^FOEBEPP BAEDE H<2 rl002*l SdWMUlP 231L2SZ NOV 84 
FM DIRECTOR FBI 

TO BALTIMORE -ClLI-b?7OI PRIORITY 


X 


UNCLAS 


MELVIN ROBER 


T-^AIRD-, 


SPECIAL INQUIRY-. BUDED: ll/Efi/84 WITH¬ 


OUT FAIL- 


BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT EXPEDITE LIMITED 
INQUIRY OF LAIRD. 

LAIRD LIAS RECENTLY THE SUBJECT OF AN EXPANDED NAME CHECK- 
DURING THIS INVESTIGATION-, INFORMATION LIAS DEVELOPED INDICATING 
LAIRD LIAS THE SUBJECT OF A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION BROUGHT BY THE 
U. S- ARMY IN 1*170. 

BALTIMORE IS REQUESTED TO REVIEW COURT RECORDS OF / 

APPROPRIATE U- S- DISTRICT COURT TO DETERMINE CIRCUMSTANCES j 
SURROUNDING INJUNCTION AND FINAL ADJUDICATION OF CASE- V 


SPIN 


BT | 





-CHI 11/23/84 Slbl/L 4228 


RETURN TO 



ROOM Slbl 




- 5'K 
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P 0282152Z NOV S4 (. vi v>V “ i 

C" ?-)58.943 ( (iSi-4588) CSQ; '9.T (RUC) 
TO DIHECTOR, FBI (PRIORITY! 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (PRIORITY) 


1 1 * ror,-s. 

* fnv.__ 

4 V: ‘*-- 

pccffon 


i-'cyctory,_ a- 

Coun.. j 

< ' cf Cofv | 

? a; . j j 

: "c.t? £n t._ 

j Ssrvs._ B ; 

j ftCiiiing,_ a 

J Tchphone Hi. w ^ J l 
p'-'cctor-sScc, ~~ 


. BT 

^ UNCLAS 

I 

» .v?n i?t m 


5ELVIN ROBERT 


bertQaird, 




SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUD ED: NOVEMBER 28, 1984 


re Bureau teletype to Baltimore dated November 20 


::;,r tw 


REVIEW OF U. s. DISTRICT COURT, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND, 

DOCKET INDICES REVEALS 36 SEPARATE CASES WERE FILED AGAINST LAIRD, 

EITHER IN HIS CAPACITY AS EX-SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, O R IN HIS NAME. 

ALL 36 WERE FILED AND DISPOSITIONS ENTE RED PRIOR TO 1979. 

TWO SAMPLE DOCKET RECORDS WERE EXAMINED. DOCKET SOLELY PROVIDES 

DATE OF COMPLAINT AND DATE OF DISPOSITION. NO PERTINENT INFORMATION 
RE NATURE OF CASE IS NOTED. FILES FOR EACH CASE BELOW-LISTED HAVE 

BEEN SHIPPED FROM BALTIMORE TO GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, 

GENERAL ARCHIVES DIVISION (NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE), 


/ y, 


9TH AND MARKET STREETS, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 


O'?/A 7 





I >/»m “T 

KH-..U ^ Kk i '/* 27 *“ 

* <*:• • * * i "i . 
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'PAGE TWO, 3A 161-45 88, UNCLAS 

MELVIN LAIRD, ETC., ET AL:: V. DANIEL WEBSTER BAILEY 71-49H; 

V. MICHAEL JJ. BAYLOR 70-480-T; V. WILLIAM T. CaIRE 21183/84 C.D.S 
VV. SHAWN R. CLEMENTS, ETC. 70-1414-Tj V. LT. DOUGLAS W. DONlQlAN 
20084/83; V. WILLIAM J. FARLEY, JR. 72-776-K, V. WILLIAM J. FARLEY, 

JR. 72-70-K; V. LT. LOUIS P. FONT, ETC. 70-716-Hj V. EDWARD G. FOX, 

ETC. 70- 1079-K. 

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE: V. CHARLES R. GOSHEN 70-1264T. 
MELVIN LAIRD, ETC., ET AL: V. STEVEN GROSSMAN 21429/85? V. 

DANIEL C. HLOPICK, IN THE MATTER OF 71-687-K-CIVIL; V. DANIEL S. 

HLOPICKK 70- 1275 K; V. RICHARD A. HOLUS 70-831K. 

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE: V. WILLIAM F. JEMISON 
71 -215 M. 

MELVIN LAIRD, ETC. ET AL: V. ANDREW F. KEIL, ETC. 70-25-Ki 
V. JEFFREY HUGH KOENIG, IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION ON BEHALF OF 
72-1232-H. 

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ET AL: V. ROBERT K. LANE, 

FIRST LT., ETC 70-1030K; V. HAYDEN I. LIPP 70-1479M. 

MELVIN LAIRD, ETC., ET AL: V. LOIS H. LOVE, ET AL 71-915-M? 

V. BARKY A. LURIE 72-162-B; BARRY A. LURIE 72-74-B; V. CAPT. JAMES 
MARSALIS, JR. 70-1458W; V. PRIVATE MICHAEL G. MCGEHEE 70-287-K? 








V 

PAGE THREE, BA 161-4588, UNCLAS, 

V. CAPT. JJOSEPH MCGRADY 70-1165H. 

MELVIN LAIRD, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ET AL: V, THOMAS W. MOORE 
70-967- N; V. DAVID J, OLSON 71-165 Kj V. EVERETT A. OSBOURNE 70-897T; 

V. WILLIAM A. PECKAT 70-1175W; V. HARRY E. RIEHL 70-1306T; V. LLOYD 
A. SAGER 71-1371 Y. 

HON. MELVIN LAIRD, ETC, ET AL: V. JOHN V. SIGLER 71-635T; 

V. ROBERT M. D. TALFORD 20113/84 C.D.; V. U. S. A., ETC. 20719/82; 

LLOYD UNVERFERTH IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF, ET AL 71-681-K-. 
CIVIL; V. CARLISE D. PATNODE, ETC. 70-98-H. 

LEAD: PHILADELPHIA: AT PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA: CONSULT 
FILES, DETERMINE DISPOSITION, NATURE OF ACTION TAKEN AGAINST LAIRD 
AND INASMUCH AS BALTIMORE HAS NO ADDITIONAL LEADS OUTSTANDING, 
BALTIMORE CONSIDERS THIS MATTER RUC. 
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ROOM 5158, SPIN UNIT 


feral 


TL 233 


MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD, SPIN; BUDED; NOVEMBER *8, 1984. 

RE BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, OCTOBER 31, 1984; BUREAU 
TELETYPE TO BALTIMORE, NOVEMBER ?3, 1984, AND BUREAU TELCALL OF 
ZACH LOME TO SUPERVISORY SPECIAL AGENT [ ’ 

NOVEMBER 30, 1984. 




/U- 509Sb- 

AS INDICATED IN REFERENCED BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, 
OCTOBER 31, 1984, U.S. ATTORNEY’S RECORDS ARE LIMITED, CONSISTING OF 
A 3X5 CARD AND DOCKET FORM. THE 3X5 CARD REFLECTS THE NAME MELVIN 

laird, a chevy chase, Maryland address, a u.s. attorney’s file 

NUMBER 66203, COURT NUMBER 20719, THE NAME RICHARD-..R. LOHMEYER us.. 

AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CARD APPEA ARY lKUU 4^>I-6-^- 
SEPTEM3ER 2&«1?6?, AND^THE INITIALS JFM WHICH ARE THE INITIALS OF THE 


ASSISTANT 



b6 


ATTORNEY HANDLING INSTANT MATTER,. THE ;DG;6KET.' b?c 








V- 


< • 


PAGE TWO (IS!-4588) HHCLAS 

FORM ALSO INDICATES THE SAME USA FILE NUMBER S6P.03 AMD REFLECTS A 
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION BY THE II.S. 4TTORUEYE AMD THAT A PETITION 
OF HABEAS CORPUS WAS GRANTED, HOWEVER, DOES MOT MENTION THE NAME 
MELVIN LAIRD. IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE INITIALS jFM BELONG TO 
J. FREDERICK MOTZ, WHO IS THE CURRENT U .S. .ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT 

of Maryland. b6 

b7C 

J. FREDERICK MOTZ WAS CONTACTED ON DECEMBER 3, 1984, BY SSA 
I I AND HE ADVISED HE RECALLED IN GENERAL TERMS 

THE CASE REFERRED TO ABOVE. HE ADVISED TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, 
THAT THE CASE INVOLVED LAIRD AS A RESPONDENT IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY 
AS THE THEN SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, 

LAIRD WAS NEVER THE SUBJECT OF A SllIT FILED AGAINST HIM PERSONALLY. 

MOTZ ADVISED THAT GEORGE BEALL, THE U .S. ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT 
OF MARYLAND IN THE LATE I960S, WOULD PROBABLY BE KNOWLEDGEABLE OF WSfj// 
CASE^INVOLVING LAIRD AND THE BASIS FOR THOSE MATTERS. 

ON DECEMBER 3, 3984, GEORGE BEALL WAS CONTACTED BY SSA I ~ 

AMD HE ADVISED THAT HE RECALLED NUMEROUS CASES WHEREIN MELVIMG LAIRD 
WAS A RESPONDENT. HE ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, 

IN EVERY INSTANCE, LAIRD WAS RESPONDENT IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY 
AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. BEALL COULD NOT RECALL ANY INSTANCES OF 
PERSONAL SUITS BROUG.HT AGAINST LAIRD DURING HIS TENURE AS U.S. ATTORNEY. 


, • ' C—-u- y* v-f—— 

& si , 
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FM BALTIMORE (161-458/) (SQ. 9) (RUC) 


.0 DIRECTOR, FBI ROUTINE 


To 


UNCLAS 1/ / ' , 

ATTENTION: I 1. ROOM 5 158 /L . t _ L -vs-4- - 

O - * C7 ~ W*- •" » 

MELVIN ROBERT^.AIRD , SPIN; BUDED : NOVEMBER 28, 1984 .ft 23.3 ~ S-3 «.C3J3 5f|j 


RE BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, DECEMBER 3, 1984. 

AT THE BOTTOM OF PAGE ONE OF REFERENCED TELETYPE SHOULD READ 
AS FOLLOWS: "AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CARD APPEARS PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 




U.S. ARMY SEPTEMBER 29, 19 69,". ALL THAT PROCEEDS AND FOLLOWS THIS 

CHANGE IS CORRECT . J(j> h 7 9 * 

M? . GEORGE BEALL, DURING HIS INTERVIEW, ALSO ADVISED THAT TO 


THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, EVERY CASE WHERE LAIRD WAS A 
RESPONDENT WAS A MATTER INVOLVING CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS AND OR 


INDIVIDUALS DESIRING EARLY RELEASE FROM THE SERVICE. 


&QT RECORDED 

Si FES £ 


oos* 8 ^: 
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federat: bureau of investigation 



REPORTING OFFICE 

BALTIMORE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

12/5/84 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

11/27-28/84 

TITLE OF CASE 

i 



REPORT MADE BY 

TYPED BY 

MELVIN ROBERT 

‘-LAIRD 

SA 

cmc 




CHARACTER OF CASE 





SPIN 

/ 



.REFERENCE: Bureau teletype to B, 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 



e dated 11/23/84, 


The provisions of the Privacy Act were explained to inter¬ 
viewees. Those requesting confidentiality have been noted. 




COVER I^AxGE 


FBI/OOJ 


UI^ED STATES DEPARTMENT‘OF J 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




ICE 


b6 

b7C 


Copy to: 

Report of: SA | 

Date: 12/5/84 

Field Office File #: 161-4588 

Title: MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD 


Office: BALTIMORE 


Bureau File #: 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: U.S. District Court, District of Maryland, 36 cases 

filed v. LAIRD. Records housed in Philadelphia. 

(P) 


DETAILS: 

Review of U.S. District Court, District of Maryland, 
docket indices, on 11/27/84, reveals 36 separate cases were 
filed against LAIRD, either in his capacity as Ex-secretary 
of Defense, or in his name. All 36 were filed and dispositions 
entered prior to 1979. Two sample docket records were examined. 

Docket solely provides date of complaint and date of disposition. 

No pertinent information re nature of case is noted. Files 
for each case below-listed have been shipped from Baltimore 
to General Services Administration, General Archives Division 
(National Archives and Records Service), 9th and Market Streets, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. Daniel Webster Bailey 
71-49H; V. Michael J. Baylor 70-480-T; V. William T. Caire 21183/84 
C.D. ; V. Shawn R. Clements, etc. 70-1414-T; V. Lt. Douglas W. 

Doniqian 20084/83; V. William J. Farley, Jr. 72-776-K, V. William 
J. Farley,Jr., 72-70-K; V. Lt. Louis P. Font, Etc. 70-716-H; 

V. Edward G. Fox, Etc. 70-1079-K. 

Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense: V. Charles R. 

Goshen 70-126T. 

Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. Steven Grossman 21429/85; 

V. Daniel C. Hlopick, in the matter of 71-687-K-Civil; V. Daniel 
S. Hlopick 70-1275K; V. Richard A. Holus 70-831K. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840 



BA 161-4588 


Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense: V. William F. 

Jemison 71-215M. 

Melvin Laird, etc. et al: V. Andrew F. Keil, etc. 

70- 25-K; W. Jeffrey Hugh Koenig, in the matter of the petition 
on behalf of 72-1232-H. 

Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense, et al: V. Robert 
K. Lane, First Lt., etc 70-1030K; V. Hayden I. Lipp 70-1479M. 

Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. Lois H. Love, et al 

71- 915-M; V. Barry A. Lurie 72-162-B; Barry A. Lurie 72-74-B; 

V. Capt. James Marsalis, Jr. 70-1458W; V. Private Michael G. 

McGehee 70-287-K; V. Capt. Joseph McGrady 70-1169H. 

Melvin Laird, Secretary of Defense, et al 2 V. Thomas 

W. Moore 70-967-N; V. David J. Olson 71-165K; V. Everett A. Osbourne 

70- 897T? V. William A. Peckat 70-1175M; V. Harry E. Riehl 70-1306T; 
V. Lloyd A. Sager 71-1371Y. 

Hon. Melvin Laird, etc., et al: V. John V. Sigler 

71- 635T; V. Robert M. D. Talford 20113/84 C.D.? V. U.S.A., etc. 
20719/82; Lloyd Unverferth in the matter of the application 
of, et al 71-681-K-Civil; V. Carlise D. Patnode, etc. 70-98-H. 
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CLASSIFICATION: 
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Pat, 12/11/84 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, PHILADELPHIA (161B-1272) (SQ^f) (RUC) - 
MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD ' 


MELVIN ROBERT^LAIRD 
SPIN 


Re Baltimore teletype to Bureau, 11/28/84, Philadelphia 
telcall to Bureau 11/29/84 and Bureau telcall to Philadelphia, 
12/3/84. 

Since referenced Bureau telephone call advised 
to discontinue investigation requested in referenced teletype, 
this case is being considered RUC'd. 



f.2 - Bureau 

1 - Philadelphia (161B-1272)(SQ11) 


CAT:nj d 
( 3 ) 




Approved: 
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Nor recorded” 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1982 0 - 369-895 
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DEC 1 3 1934 
BY COURIER 



"SDEKAI, 


government 


President 


b6 
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The White House 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear 


3 


Reference is made to therfesuits of an expanded name 
cheek concerning Hr. Melvin RobertM .aitd which was provided to 
you on ilovnvr.Ler 15, T904. 

As a result of the information contai ned in this 
expanded name check a r equest was received from | ~ 

I 1 to the President, on November 20, V9i»4, 

chat a limited inquiry bo conducted concerning Mr. Laird. 

Transmitted herewith is a summary memorandum containing 
the results of this inquiry. 




Sincerely yours, 

JU 


- 5W U 



Oliver S. fievc-Il 

Assistant Director 

Criminal Investigative Division 


Sfifassi 




N %$m^ 
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(VI) 

NOTE: Expanded name cheek provided to the White Hou5- 
84, contained information that Laird was the subject of a 
preliminary injunction brought against him in 1970. On 11-20-84, 

president, requested a 

•limited inquiry concerning this matter. A check of United States 
District Court records revealed 36 cases concerning Laird, 
however-t-he files are in storage an d require a release from a_ 
judge to gain access. On 11-30-84, 
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informed the FBI 


egol Coun. 

Iff. Cong. & 

Public Aff*. 
tec. Mgnt. 
ech. Sorv*. 

‘raining - 


that -it was nof> necessary to provide details of suits naming 
Laird ; in^his official capacity. Records of the United States 


» Rm. 


• _P Attorney's efface, 

iEr' ' ' * “tips' 
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Baltimore, Maryland., contained a file card 
Note Continued 
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An Applfcant-type Investigation was 
conducted in_J_3^^_ concerning 
the captioned individual The results * 
of this Investigation were furnished’. 
to ths Whits House. For detailed.results? 
of this investigation, you are referred 
tp _ at iftp. White House, 


T 


b6 

b7C 


tecs, (o^'.SU*, S='i:sV^ 
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Melvin Hobert Laird 


dated 9-29-69, concerning the above mentioned case but contained 
no additional information. J. Frederick Hotz, United States 
Attorney For Maryland iU.S. Attorney for MD.), stated he handled 
the case and recalled it in general terms. Hotz stated the case 
involved Laird in hi3 official capacity as Secretary of Defense. 
George Beall, U. S. Attorney for MD. during the lybO’a stated uli 
such cases brought against Laird were in 'nis official capacity os 
Secretary of Defenses, and involved conscientious objectors or 
those seeking early release from the military. Neither rtotz nor 
Beall knew of any oases filed against Laird personally. 
Investigation is complete. 






t 


DEC 1 3 1984 


MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD 


\ The information contained in this summary memorandum 

^ supplements information contained in an expanded name check dated 
November 1|5, 1984. 

k 

2 Agency Checks 

J: 

Information tias been received from the United States 
Attorney's Office, Baltimore, Maryland, indicating its files 
contain an index card reference to a case titled "Richard R. 
Lohmeyer versus Melvin Laird," and indicates that a "preliminary 
injunction United States Army" was filed concerning this case on 
September 29, 1969, and that a petition of habeas corpus was 
granted. The reference is incomplete; however,, it does indicate 
the attorney handling this matter was J. Frederick Motz, who is 
the present United States Attorney, Baltimore, Maryland. 


Mr. Motz has advised he recalle 
terms and believes it involved Mr. Laird 
official capacity as Secretary of Defense 
he believes the plaintiff, Mr. Lohmeyer, 
release from the military. Mr. Motz also 
knowledge Mr. Lai-rd was never the subject 
him personally. 


he recalled the case in general 
Mr. Laird as a respondent in his 
of Defense. Mr. Motz stated that 
Lohmeyer, was seeking an early 
Motz also advised that to his 
he subject of a suit filed against 
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A check of the records of the United States District 
Court, Baltimore, Maryland, indicate that 36 separate cases were 
filed against Mr. Laird, either as Secretary of Defense or in his 
name. The records also indicate that all 36 cases were filed and 
dispositions entered prior to 1979- All files concerning these 
cases have been transferred to the General Services 
Administration, General Archives Division, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where a release from a federal district judge is 
required for access to the files. [/') 


ilt«a States Attoi 


George Beall, United States Attorney for the District 
of Maryland during the late 1960's, was interviewed for 
information concerning these cases. Mr. Beall advised that to 
the best of his recollection these cases involved Mr. Laird in 
his official capacity as Secretary of Defense and were brought by 
conscientious objectors or those seeking early release from the 
military. Mr. Beall stated he knew of no cases in which personal 
suits were brought against Mr. Laird. , , 
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UNCLAS 


! MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD, SPIN. BUDED: NOVEMBER 1, 1984, WOF. 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFQ, OCTOBER 26, 1984, 

BALTIMORE INDICES CHECK INCLUDING CONFIDENTIAL AND ELSUE 
DISCLOSED NO UNFAVORABLE INFORMATION REGARDING THE APPOINTEE. 


AT' «*» A H r> / 

v!Uivjnr.iv ^. 3 , i75‘t, 


DOCKETING, UNITED 


STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF MARYLAND, ADVISED TEAT A 
CHECK OF THEIR RECORDS DISCLOSED THAT KELVIN ROBERT LAIRD WAS 
THE SUBJECT OF A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION BY THE U.S. ARMY IN 
1970. A PETITION OF HABEOUS CORPUS WAS GRANTED. NO OTHER 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AS THE U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ONLY 
MAINTAINS THEIR RECORDS FOR TEN YEARS AND THIS RECORD HAS BEEN 


DESTROYED. 
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EXPANDED NAME CHECKS 


WFO RECORD CHECK - ROUTING SLIP 


SAC, WFO (161-3-^3^-), (C-l), (faSh / 

DIRECTOR, FBI - 

ROOM: 5161 ,/ 

spin unit ! . ) ; j 

a~) if]- h ' 

MEL y/A/ z dl&b ' 

ofe /AL/Nqo/K <j '•EXPGDbtzb A//iAj£- c/VEC/C 
SuSLTD £ ///;/ %<-/! r7/<30 r /vf //- 


REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES, DATED // 

:< rt /M/v T.. _• fjh 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH REQUEST CONTAINED IN REFERENCED TELETYPE { j 
THE" FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: 


INDICES SEARCHED /6/99/? 
CFR SEARCHED / 0/^9 M, 

ELSUR SEARCHED JEsi/i- 
ISIS SEARCHED 




, BY CLERK 
_, BY CLERK 
, BY CLERK 


, BY CLERK 


NO IDENTIFIABLE RECORD OBTAINED. 


U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

On ICjjSoMH- _, IA I I caused a 

search to be made of the pending and closed cases of'.the Civil 
and Criminal Divisions of the U.S. Attorney's Office, U.S. D istric t 
Courthouse, and was adVfs^d by the following individuals thatNP&cr FcSCo-cDCD 
identifiable record c&iii<<y be located regarding the appointee L . • 

Hf-LV/n Roj&h- LAlEJX _• I APR ss ESS 

- Grand Jury - - ■ “ ' 

53 JUN25198*> l Fraud and Major-Crimes 

~ \ M' r 


/ tUfV S"2.3 2.J 
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DATE 

AUGUST 17i Mfi? 


C2PAOTM&NT O’ JUSICCsl 
F2D2RAISUl&AU O? INVESTIGATION 
COW PA U \ X AT iO N MESSAGE FORM 


CLASSIFICATION 

UNCLAS 


PRECEDENCE 

IMMEDIATE 


Ftl DIRECTOR FBI -Clbl-S?^! 

_T0 FBI BALTIMORE {1L1-L770} IMMEDIATE 
FBI WASHINGTON FIELD {lbl-52323- IMMEDIATE 






UNCLAS 


MELVIN ROBERT LAIRDn SPIN B-EXPANDED NAME CHECK n BUDED: 

BUREAU HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT EXPEDITE EXPANDED 
_NAME CHECK OF LAIRD FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTn AS MEMBER n 
/RESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON PRIVATIZATION- 

BORN SEPTEMBER In nEEn IN OMAHAn NEBRASKAn RESIDES 
_S?D3 KIRKWOOD DRIVEn BETHESDAn MARYLAND-, AND IS EMPLOYED AS 
_SENI0R COUNSELLORn NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRSn READERS^ 

DIGEST ASSOCIATIONn 1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUEn NORTHWESTn sl)ITE 

\ 

ElEn IdASHINGTONn D- C. n AND HAS SSAN: 3HE-1M-S73b. 

\ 

RECEIVING OFFICES CHECK INDICES AND ELSUR FILES BASED \ 


UPON AVAILABLE INFORMATION CONCERNING APPOINTEEn IF UTILIZING 


APPROVED BY 


CO MOT TYF2 W5GSSA6S CSIOV/ THIS UNC* 


DRAFTED BY 


ttfggypMH, 
RETURN TO 


fl/17/fl? 







1B03S 


ROOM 1B03S 
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SEP *7 y 387 


DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 


FBt/OOJ 


DO NOT TYF2 PAST THJS 1 1X2 


MA.J.0 R CA.SE INFORMATION SYSTEM-, ALSO CHEC< THOSE BATA BASES. 
PROMPTLY SUTEL RESULTS {POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE! BY TELETYPE 
SUMMARY AND IF POSITIVE-, FOLLOW WITH COPIES OF DOCUMENTS BY 
AIRTEL. 

RECEIVING OFFICES WILL ALSO CONTACT THE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE COVERING AREAS WHERE APPOINTEE RESIDES AND 
IS EMPLOYED TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS ANY INDICATION APPOINTEE 
HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN A MATTER HANDLED BY THE UNITED STATES 
■ATTORNEY'S OFFICE {EITHER CRIMINAL OR CIVIL-, IN CLOSED OR 
CURRENT FILES}. 

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS REQUESTED AT THIS TIMEi 
■HOWEVER-, SUBMIT RESULTS BY BUDED BY SUMMARY TELETYPE-, NO 
■REPORT NECESSARY. 

DIRECT RESULTS TO THE ATTENTION OF: I T , SPIN-, 


ROOM 1BQ3S 







4-22 (Rev. 11-13-85) 

FEDERAL BURE*UJ oWvESTIGATION 
Records/OperaJions Sections 

• m 

D/Name Searching Unit, 4989, TL# 1*21 b6 

0 SeFvieei^nirpftSS’frTL# 225 b7c 

□ /Special c nni TU 122 

\2 Forwarc 5447, TU 143 ; ' 

OKAnentioL- L _**_ J-x-'-'-' - 

0 Return t l$>fl?)5 j - 

_ /^oJpervisor, Room, fjJyExfc, • /, , _ 

Scope of Search: (Check One) 

□ Automated Data Base (ADB)(lndividual Born 1962 and After) 

□ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ .Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

gj Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) _ 

Type/of Search Requested: (Check One) 

\3 All References (Security & Criminal) g \ Q uJ©a> 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main_References Only 


Special Instructions: (Check One) 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose}/ 

□ Buildup m Variations 
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WFO 161B-5232 
GBM/clm 


U.S. Attorney's Office 
555 4th Street, N.W. 
Washington. D.C._ 


On August 19, 1987, IA[ 


caused a 


search to be made of the pending and closed cases of the Special 
Prosecution. T rial and Grand Jury Divisions of the above agency. 


Jadvised that no identifiable record could be located 


regarding the appointee, MELVIN ROBERT LAIRD. 


IA[ 


caused a search to 


On August 19, 1987, _ 

be made of the pendin g and closed cas es of the Civil Division 
of the above agency. T 1 advised that no identifiable 

record could be located regarding the appointee. It should 
be noted that the index system of the Civil Division, U.S. Attorney's 
Office, contains only names of plaintiffs, except in civil actions 
brought by the United States against a particular defendant. 

Suits against Government employees who are represented by the 
U.S. Attorney would be- -filed by plaintiff's name and docket 
number. 
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*FM BALTIM0RE/Tl61A-677O> <80 9>^gc) 


TO ACTING/DIRECTOR, FBI (161-5792) (PRIORITY) 


UNCLAS 


ATTN: 


ROOM 1B035 


MELVIN ROBERT - LAIRD; SPIN-EXPANDED NAME CHECK; BUDED; 

AUGUST 24, 1987 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES, DATED 
AUGUST 17, 1987; BALTIMORE REPORT OF SA | l 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 1984; BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO BUREAU, DATED 


fi/atiLO 

g»Foon 


DECEMBER 3, 1984. 

ON AUGUST 20, 1987, 


CLERK, U.3. 


ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF MD, ADVISED HER FILES 
REVEALED NO CURRENT OR PASSED PROSECUTIVE PROCEEDINGS 
REGARDING THE APPOINTEE SINCE NOVEMBER 27, 1984. REFE 


REPORT SET OUT INFORMATION OF CASES FILED REGARDING HTM 







PAGE TWO*SE BA 0010 UNCLAS 
PRIOR TO NOVEMBER, 1984. 

ON AUGUST 19, 1987, A SEARCH OF BALTIMORE'S GENERAL, 
CONFIDENTIAL- AND ELSUR INDICES CONDUCTED BY I 

I DISCLOSED NO UNFAVORABLE INFORMATION REGARDING THE 
APPOINTEE, OR HIS BUSINESS BASED ON THE INFORMATION 
PROVIDED. 
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